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I N T ROD U C T ION 
One .(' our stated objectives when we first formed our associ

::tj {in in J.'772 was to hold an annual field trip (pilgrimage) to some 

;05 ~,t 0" ~ er r,i::ct:orical interest. Canadian Yearly ffJeeting had 

h ~un a new policy of holdinz Yearly Meeting in different parts of 

coun-::;ry vii th th(;; locn.le in 1970 out in Sask<::o.toon, Saskatchewan. 

, l~,;"ic)Usly for many S J it was held in 7lckering College,Nevv'IDarket. 

\;,jf; f :!ii s !1~S deve10r d our policy of studying the area in which 

\'fp 
f me i':; J V":3 :... t Yec:.rly j.teeting time. The ,lest and the Maritimes}, 

h~v not prOVl historic sites near enough for a half days' bus 

tri , so a ec 1 prosram has been produced in those cases, and a 

rielc tri.; ta>:en in Ontario in June. There is no worry about running 

out of historic sites in Ontario. 

historical bus trips i~ the Niagara Penin

~_~U],~l in 1973, Hoc}:v,ood in 1974, Norwich in 1975, Sparta/Coldstream 

in 1970 and this year 1977, Pickering/Uxbridge 2.l.rea. At Memramcook 

C 1 , a~ 3t JesE: 's N.B. f ph Greene spoke to us on "Early 

;~u::.:.!':crs in thr; j,~:~ri times, and set up a beautiful display. In 1975, 
j:1 onton r rjG:.r~aret l;c,}ruther set up a fine display on "Early 

,~uakers in J.lb::.::r "3.ncl \'J8 learned a lot about archivas in a tour 

'3:1c}r :::t::':'G9 o.t the iirchi yes f when Alan Ridge, the Provincial Archi
i 

\'i;:; t u::; ;::,;, zuided tour of the iiIberte. Provincial· Archives. The 

L'Jwly restored )~ng(~ Street 1.;eeting House was a happy scene of our 

~inr1 mee tine::: November 2') J 1975, when David Newlands spoke to us 

~~bQut the restor&tion f :1, ~;er which we drove through the snow in cc..rs 

'r'\'m~.0 the nearb:1 burial ;;round. andsite' of the~Cksi te Yonge 

8'::t l.setin::. so? 8.nd then over to~ne Orch<.:.;.rd (Whi tchurch) 

;"ee nG; no\': a ~lon Church. 

This ar, tt~ r~~urn to Pickering College has provided the 

o ortunity of visl i old Quaker Meeting Houses or sites, origi

n 1y Tn~ ;'~l.r8. ti 'PC; rc,tin6's LLYlder Yonge Streett lying east of :longe 
'-' ' '+,0., ..... ~:resen t n'.olC i· as well as,J L~(~'2'~, a!::'. :::~('eln2,·ne kerng College the 

8i te and \\!hat rem:..iin<;?(~ after the fire of 1905 of its predecessor in 

• '.\'1 ~fl we: rid.d time to visi t Mariposa to the north east 

:.~(': nc:r~"l W2St but they can be enjoyed another time. 

Thi s i~;::..;~.l':) th('n, ~T:;Vl,1t'3 you wi th the background material for our 

.. id:erin..:;/Uxbri :;ri;, '?hursdG..y,August 18,1977. An article by 

:'lthl (;>('n Hel~t ·-'rc, n thQ/xbridge Meeting House appeared in our 

************.***** 
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PICKERING &lLLEGE - A ;;UAY.ER SCHOOL: AN OVERVIEW AND HISTORY 


by Jane V. Zavitz '* 


Can&dian Yearly Meeting will be held at Pickering College, Newmarket, 

Ontario, from August 14-21, 1977. This year is the fiftieth anniversary of 

the 1927 re-cpening of the school at Newmarket, and a180 the beginning of the 

last year of Harry ~ Beer 1 s headmastership &fter a full lifetime of association, 

with and service to, Pickering College. It seemed right for yearly meeting to 

eather at Pickering this su.rraner, where it has met often in previous years, to 

mark these two events. 

From the beginnings of r~akerism in the seventeenth century education has 

been an important concern of the Society of Friends. Canada was no exception. 

The forerunners of the present Pickering College have been on three sites: 

first, 8t~t Lake in Prince Edward County, OntariO, on the 'old Danforth 

Roarl' four miles west of Picton and one mile east of Bloomfield, trom 

1841/2 to 1869; second, from 1878-1885, and from 1892-1905 east of Toronto 

in Pickeling Village (Pickerinp, Township) at number 104 Kingston Road East, 
/

just west and aCross from the yearlY)leetinghouse (now a)D8'sontc hall) at th.e 

corner of Kingston Road and lull Street, and, tbird at ita present Newmarket 

site in whitchu~ch Township, originally south and east of the town, which 

ha.~l now bt::ilt up to the property lines except where cushioned by the 

beautiful 200 acre school fann, from 1909 to 1916 and from 1927 on, continuing 

a~ a boys1 school in the present. 

Several concurrent factors united to bring the~t Lake School into 

beinf'Q The pi.oneer sta.ges of 5ettlement we1"e accompliahed 8utticlentq to 

create Friends' desires for a secondary school. 0nl1 & few could go to the 

'* 	 .Jane v.. Zavit1. is present 1;,<' on the staff of Pickering College .a It. teacher and. 
librarian. 
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distantre Partners School in Dutchess County, New York. Atter 183> 

~w York Yearly Heeting (Orth.) sent extracts from its ses8ion., requesting 

that member meetings consider setting up schools tor older youth 'and report' 

results of discussion. During this period Joseph John Gurney, the eminent 

~~elish Friend, traveled among Friends in the mid-western United States and 

Upper Canada, with hie deep concern that they establish schools. He spoke 

to Friends at jnada Half-Yearly Meeting at Yonge Street (Orth.) in 1839, 

and through his initial gift of funds the dream began to be possible. Others 

gave, and thus the West Lake coeducational board1ng school came about. The 

girls' school opened in 1841 in the large red brick farmhouse; the ~ 

school began the next year after theirtr.. f'acil1t7 was built to the re&J". 

In reality they were virtually separate inetltutions on one aite. Thomas 

Clarke was superintendent. Today an Ontario Historical Marker "Friends 

Setinary" stands near the road before the brick fal'llhouse; the frame structure 

was long aeo removed. 

By 1854 Nest Lake was flourishing as an institution. It was tree 

of debt, with one hundred and ten pupils enrolled- fort1-seven &1r18 and 

sixty three bOy5~ However, by 1869 the school cld*ed and the property vae 

sold.. The second separation 1n the o~bran~.;'ot the .octet,. .._ brewing
10:-- '. - -, --. : - ~ 

and had weakened support tor the school.,·f ts;mes tligetWral aDd with them the 

type of education desired were chang1na.. '~tit.1on also e_ troa the new 

acadeII\Y .at jki'ckwood, OntariO, which W.t~~d estt.'UaMd. 
'; , 

In the confederation year of l867,~ Yeat'lp.Jfeeting bad been set 

off from New York Yearly Meeting (Ortb.) . 
in Pickerinr:: Vi Ha.ge eoon made that c~t7 attruti.... ae a support1" cun'i#" 

for a. Friends School. In 1870 the 1earlT..-t.1nJj...tA,ct.ed a hillt.op.it. tor 
.- -<}', 

the e:hoo1 acrose from the yearly meet.~, ,ropeP't1 OIl land originaJ.l.J'graZlted 

to Timothy Rogers .)-6nge Street andAlelhamQlarterl1 Meet.ings provided. students, 

http:hillt.op.it
http:tA,ct.ed


non-Friends were also permitted to enroll. 1he four-story brick building 

to accomodate 100 students was built for $)0.000, collections cOming trQS 

North American and B:::-itish Friends. Samuel Rogers travelled to collect 

these funds. 

Pickering College opened in September 1818, and was just well underway 

when the ~lberite, con~ervative group withdrew from Canada Yearly Keeting (Orth.) 

in 1881. This second separation weakened the support needed by the school; 

it closed in 1885. Determined that the school continue, Samuel Rogers and 

John Harris travelled ~~ng British Friends again to collect funds. Pickering 

College re-opened in IB92 with ninety-five enrolled. The academic and arts 

programs were excellent a~d the school was well run with William Firth and 

Ella Rogers as principals of the boys' and girlst divisions respect1vel1. 

William Firth, a convinced Friend, was from Yorkshire; Ella Rogers.was the 

capable lJniversity of Toronto-trained daughter of Samuel Rogers. They shared 

responsibilities well and two years later married. The life-long service 

they gave was important to Pickering and is commemorated by Firth House on 

the Newmarket campus o 

At last Pickering College was functioning at full capacity - but disaster 

struck when the main building burned to the ground during Christmas vacation 

on December 31, 1905. The on~v school building remaining there today is the 

gymn ~iven by Samuel Rogers in 1899, until recentlJr used as a private home. 

Recovering from the blow of the fire, the rebuilding decision came quickly, 

but again the site was changed. Friends chose Newmarket, thirty miles north 

of Toronto, where essential utilities, eas1 communication, and stronger support 

of Orlhodox meetings existea. 

Thi.e time Samuel's son, Albert S. Rogers, travelled on behalf of the 

school. Finally contributions of $90,000, the total cost of the new 

building and its furnishings, permitted the school to open in 1909. 

William and Ella Rohers Firt.h again led the school from their strength and 

.....-~......""'~~.<r ___..... ,....._ __ .....__ _____-..at(.j...,"_._._...... _....... ......, "' _.__________________________
~~ 



wisdom~ Once more the dream of a achool Wl8 realized•• ~ and, again, it was 

~hort-Hved. 

During the Horld War I era, when 1'IIal'IY~o&rd.:1ng schools fina.lly closed 

their door~ as public secondary education !ncrea.led, a new challenge came 

to Canadian Friends. Many veterans shattered IIIIOUonall¥ b7 the ravages of 

war needed special hospitals on a long tam. ba.ia. So Friends donated the 

u!,e of Pickering College's buildings and beautit\ll.eetting as 8. hospital until 

the government could erect permanent centres. 

The Canadian goverl~8nt returned the school to its trustees in 1920 and 

plans for·a new phase of Quaker education moved;torward. ~da Yearly Meeting 

had requested a special legislative act in 1911 to ereate a private corporation 

of Friends and others, for the holding and oversigbt of Pickering CQl1ege. 

They planned a boys' school with preparation tor university and professional 

t.raining as the major emphasis. 

Joseph McCulley, leading a fine staff of seven teachers, began the new 

venture of progressive education in the 'great ex:pe:"iment' in 1927, with 

sixty-six boys. Their lives still attest its success. Pickering continued 

to be based on the Quaker ideals of education which believes in the individual 

worth of each student growing toward disciplined excellence in a loYing, but rina, 

community. Altho:.tfh not a member of the Society of Friends, Joseph McGull..,.'1 

mark on Quaker education's contribution to the larger field of Canadian education 

is significant. His death, in February ot 1977, evoked responses ot deep 

appreciation for his vieion and leadership during his twenty ,ears as bead 

mastnr of Pickering College. During his latter yeare the scope or Pick.ring's 

outreach i,ncreaf>ed as rouny students were war guests. This inteFl18tional tocue 

continues. His care for the school was life-long, even Ae he puraued later 

Cllreers. The rattern 0: Pickering education which Joe McCulley ca.retullJ" 

established in 1927 continues in the present. 

From 1947 to 1953 Robert E.K. Rourke, formerl1a teacher in the school. :

bec~~e h~admastero With a particular love for mathematics and the discipline 

II•••• II' f 
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this involves, he emphasized the pursuit of academic excellence. Hie era 

also saw increased interest in the art and music dimensions of Pickering:lite• 

• 
The former focus on athletics and good sportsmanship continued. 

In 1953 when Robert Rourke lett to pursue math teaching and text-book 

writing more fully, Harry Mo Beer his assistant became head of the school. 

Ably supported by his wife, Elizabeth Holmes Beer, who was a student in 1927, 

Harry Beer has carried the school through more than two decades of tempestuous 

educational times seeking to maintain Pickering's particular approaches to 

the whole education of youth. Within, the established philosophical and 

practical framework the school is the same, even as it is growing and changing. 

He is a nractical idealist in the truest sense. The use of the loving imperative 
. he~ 

which he applies so well has i~~strumental to Pickering, through his years here. 

Harry M. Beer's years of service, also give examples of physical growth as 

additions to the school plant and upgrading of existing facilities required 

continued efforts in planning, funding and implementation. 

The present plant, now undergoing new planning for future expansion and 

service, includes: Rogers House, built in1909am:l since renovated and renamed; 
.' ~ ":i:£•. 

The Memorial Field and gymnasium attached to ~·~outh end. of Roger. in 1927 

supported the athletic proAram for the ~~carl.anct social development otthe 

boys; Firth House, built in 1931, wtd.chi~petm:1~natural expansion later 

of the preparatory department" was .~cled.b1 tw· wings in the 19601 • 'tIo 

add infirmary, classrooms and additionalclorm1tory apace, In 1967 the beaut1tul 

new dining room and kitchen building ~. ,..dded to· the north of ~" vb1'Ch it 

joined by a covered walkwaY. The art. collection hanpng on to D1ainc Hall 

walls also enhllnc8s that important tacet of 8ohool lit,. In 1971 the 1Ilcloor 

hockey rink, wit.h tennis courts in alternate sedona, waa built near the orchard.. 

Other major renovations of librar,y, student and statt lounges, art and drama 

space, of labs and clftssrooms, and domitory resident rooms all have contlnuecl 

in recent years. Constant effort is required t.o maintain a good living 

... _..--. "--.-~,--.--.---,,.---------------------------~-.--------------------------------
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atmosohere and also to meet changing needs for the whole school community. 

Further we note that boys are not the 'lightest' users of any areal 

In the school year just closed, lq76/77 there were attending Pickering 

C~llege more than 170 boys frol'll grades six through thirteen representing 

seventeen countries. The teaching staff of seventeen and the large supporting 

staff tendin~ the plant, campus and farm testify to the practical idealism 

that must al\i3.ys be in action. 

After the coming ye~r, the present assistant headmaster, Sheldon H. Clark, 

who first came to Pickerin/! in 1972 as an English drema teacher, has been 

asked to take the reins as headmaster. This Friend, of broad experience, 

along with his wife, She:dta, should continue the line of Quaker education 

on the hilltop with ri~ht vision for the new years to come. 

The Board of ~anagement in its composition haa continued long ties to 

the past history of the school built on land first granted to Timothy Rogers, 

both at Newmarket and Pickering Village. Allan D. Rogers is now chairman, 

continuin~ the four generations of active support which have meant generous, 

often sacrificial, giving of time, talents, and financial g1!te. This 

family has becn in~trumental in interesting others to give support. Their 

care for the type of education to be giVtn. the concern for statf and 

oversight for details in the running ottne school came out in the 

correspondence between Joseph McCulley and A. SQ Rogers before the 1927 re

opening. 

Many chapters of Pickering history could be written of the alumni who 

have serv!:'d the Collew', the Society ot Friends, and the broadel'nrorld, well. 

Arthur G. Dorland is one who stands out as former student, t.acher, member 

of the corporation, Ruthor of her history, and life time supporter of the 

school. Acain lole gee the lonp' line ot generatione in 9. fam1~ continuina 

the involvement" Kany leaders have come out oft~e student ranks over the 

years. The Old Boys ASf~ociation today continues it. care and support for tbe 

school. 

",·~~-"""",-·,~,:,,~,1;QptIOi!$Ifin..........._,.... ...... __~_.... ___________________________...'_t '""''''' ''''',... d._a..... ', ... -- 
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Study of Quaker institutions, especially the schools, makes one thankful 

for their service and exIst.ence.. Research of Pickering's history bas allowed 

increased awareness of what it meane to have a Bchool, Pickering, which survived 

in spite of ~reat obstacles, because of the many individuals - teachers, staff, 

committee - who gave of their lives and resour,ces in this service. The story 

"..1.th variations has b~en repeated in other Friend. schools. 

Pickering College exists tod~v, growing and changing, as all entities 

must, alive in the best sense. The school holds to its Quaker ideals 

beUevinlS in each student's individual worth J in. t.he potential for developing 

his own excellence, ·in the expectation of evoking his sensitivity and basic 

goodness, and in traininp him for service to his fellow human beings. 

As Pickering College enters a new half-century of her present 11fe

stage in the 19reat experi~entt o! whole education for body, mind, heart, 

and soull, may all those responsible continue to dream with vision, find energy 

and tenacity for the renewed effort, and keep faith in the future. All that is 

past is, indeed, prclo~ue. 
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OUTLINE OF HISmar OF QUA.KERISM IN PICKERING, ONTARIO. 

by Kathleen H.~aber8* , 
Timothy Rogers was the first ~r settl.r in. Pickering Township. 

He vaG bQnl in 1756 in COllllectieut in U.S. all4tied in. Picker1D& in 1821. 
>. 

Apparently he joined tbe Society of FricadS after ~. marriage to Sarah Wise, 

daughter of a Baptist. The 20 Quaker familiee who .e vitll h1a (ColUna, 

Wrights, Betts, Chapman, Brown, Itfdah.tetc.) were amongst the earl1eat settlers 

in Pickering. He bad already 1:ra".Ued :In Q\lebec and. Nova. Scotia before oo~ 

to lJpper Canada. Re was a pioneer ot two impo;I:tant Httlementa, ha.ving first 

obtained a grant of 40 farms in tile NeWllLfU"ut area u 1801 before sett.l1ng :1.A 

Pickering in. 1807. Re bought an 800 &Ore tan. tor sa. per ..on oa lou 13 .. 14 

on the first and second aonc8usiona ~P1o~ 'l1I.e prop41rt;r W&II OIl Du.ft1a4 

Croak 8,t Kingston Road (three rdl.. U1H'Weu :ro. l".AD Ontar10) wbere !le buUt 

-!<- Kalhlep.n Hertzberg is the preeent. Clerk of Toronto MOnthly Meeting and resides 
in Pickering. 
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tr,(.'! first grist and sa.... !aill in the 'l'QW1lship. It 1s of environmental 1Aterest 

to us today that the mill ot,:<;f; prevented the salmon which aboUllded in Duffins Creek 

from going up stroam to spawn ~ith the result tl~t in & few years they had 

;.'l'o:lctically vanished. T'n~ IIlill ei t~ ",as still in use until the fire ot 1956 (01009 

to the 401 overpass and CNR bridsa). Tne :lear after his a..rdval there were 180 

people i.n Picki'ring. Tnese Q ...rly pioneere ha.4 to clear the forest to create their 

farms and fell the trees for tLoir first homes. 

B:! 1820 immigrants were amV"i.ng from the .Bz1.t1ab. Isles, including SOQe Irish 

Quuker families, Buch as the Richardeone. Valentines, Dales etc. encouraged by 

Timothy Rogers. 

The Quakers fomed the first congregation in the TolillSb.1p, lIeet1Dg in tho hOW-Ie 

of ~....r.I.Othy Rogers and also in John Haight's home in 1810, as anIDow;d MeetillJ ot 
/ 

Yonge Street Monthly Meetingo By 1842 wb.en the populat1on in Pickering bad 

reached 3,450. Quakers comprised 7.1% of the population. The historian t.o E. 

Johnson states t lithe settlers fOUOlQ themeelYse almost totally neglected 'by the 

established churchos. only the ~'Uakere and the MetUlo111t••• whoae religion was 

based on the lay m.in.iatry, vera capable of the tull enjoyment of their fa1tA". 

Timothy Rogers had a droam. His dream was to make the Picker.lng .ettlement 

a Yearly Meeting centre of Qu..:lkora in Canaclae Hi. dreAll did cOIle true 

for a few yeara but, as "'8 oh6Ll.l 80Q, not perhaps in the way in wldoh he 

had envisaged. Hie SOD, Wing i(ogers, wrote in his jou.rul, 

If Ny dear father bad prospects of .. Yearly Hoeting in Canada; he used 
to tell his children /iI.Jld friends tbat it would. be located. in PickeriDg 
60 years before it was granted". 

In 1828, 21 years after the arriT&.l of the first Quaker aettlers. came 

tho Separation of 1828. TIl0 Meeting 111 Pickertng was visited 'bJ TAoB. 

Shilli toe. a Friend from"/~tldon YerAr11 Meeting travelUng in the llin:i.atr7. 

10 bis Journal, Shillitoe comments a 

tithe tardine08 of memboro in gather1.rlg (for worship). the barl:d.ng of 
dogs during Heeti.D4); infants ruaQ~ag abovt tlle Ke.tiDg Rouee 1.D th1. 
wilderuesB part of the oOUlltry". J 

4""""'''''''''~'''''"''',-r- '''''~''''''''''___ ____ r • _......... ...__________________________________ 
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T'lla first break 8.Ulongst the MeeUnga ill Canada &8 a result of the 

Separation of 1828 occwred in PickeriDa'. On 8thllOnth 1828, tb.e~k8l'1zlc 
Preparative Meeting divlded on the Minute of Advioe an4 Direotion 1aaued b7 

the Orthodox Branch Of~ Yerk Yearly Mee~: otwbich PickeriDg MeetiDg, 

aa part of yinga Street :Konthly Keet.1nct WM a c~titu.nt PreparatiTe Heeting. 

'l'he clerk at the time was Nl.cholas Austin, a Bickatt. s7flP8.thisel", who refued 

to acoept the authority of that MilIut.. .. lIembc"* who did. support thAt 

Hinute became the "Orthodox" group and thq appGillted Willi.. wrisht as their 

own clerk. It was Nicholas Brown. a member ot Pickering Preparative He.t:I.Ag and 

a minister of Yonge Street Y~nthl7 H••tina WAD ~jU8t a tew aontbs earller 

played an important part in the 1828 "pa1'ation (. a R1cuit••up~_) 
/ 

'in New York Yearly Meetillg. It would. '.eea that u.. Quakers at th:la t1.ae d:14 

not exorcise the good. Quaker priDcLple of.~ a matter overwhaa uait.7. 
could not be reached!. 

The P1ckorillg Orthodox group cU.sown.*oholu AuatiA aDd 15 oa.ta_cI:ilIg 

nic.kDite l'riend.6. Howevor, tho..e Orthod.c>* Fr:LoD4a oould DOt get uno t_ 
/~otint': Houoe (Mill £It./KihKston bel)••"tu.ohtt,..a.JrowA vae.tbe .oa.te~. 

~ _,';It.:,. 

They hnd to hold thoir mootingB iaa tbIa "nohool~ OA l"ri••""t \HNIt ).0' 
. --';:~ ~ >' . /" ...... .... ~.> " 

noar Timothy Hogoroll. 1:..'vont\Ul.U,y th'i~ m.1AU regai.aM tb.1.~t1I:ag 

House in 1829. The lIick6ito Frienaa.~~'~J"OP.rty t"o mUe. tvther eut 
/-.; ,:-' . 

along the main Kingston Road, where tl:ut,~\ &;"pod. br:Lck»et1Dc BOIIIJo" (cd.roa 

;:834 ). (on north side of Kingston ~,.,",.U. ;.~t. of AjaX ;qufi,O up,tl _, 

the present dq, only the ~kBit.'~~';ftlAa~D8, aocon1bl. b,·a 'tright 

of w~ along &ide the Rodari Kenn4a).fhl K-.~ lito.a .tood. to t1uJ ...t of 
- , - ~ ;,';-' 

•
by Motber briok build..1no ..biee va a'tiU atandiq 11\ the 1920ti... A8 the Hickait. 

Frienda in Pickering and in Uxbridge d.ecll:&\ed :lA_bers, ~d& Bal! te&1"l1 Keet1n& 
t--"" 

of Genecee ';{early l-leeting (Hioksite), re-organ1a.ec1 Pickerirl.c aDG YXllr.1dgeiD.to 

/Pickering Monthly Meeting after 1828. :tD 1886 tlutl b.c~/J>ioke1"2.Dc Encnat1ft 

Moeting. This branch of the Society ill PLck.riD~h .a 1.n Uxbridge, oeM.1i to .x:i.et 

about 1926. 
lUi. 1.1i tuX 4£.1 IItHiIiJi II III ilill 2,a.a ]J II II II II i. 1111. iI.l4J 
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7nU6 t two branches of the Society lived, vQl'ehipped and work.1i il1 Picker:i..n8 

ao;.rn to the aecond Separation in 1881. In the iuteM'en.i..Dg period, the dZ"eUi of 

'l"..i. rno thy Roger9 t who had b""f?n dead alreaay 40 yeus, caree true, when th Orthodox 

Bracch held their first Yearly MeetinG in 1867 ill Picker1.ng. ~d.a Yearly Meetin;1 

(Orthodox) was established bY~ York Yearly Meeting ot Ortholiox Friends. On 28th 

dBV' of 6th month 1867 this historical e.eDt took place in the large new17 remOdelled 

411 Street Meeting House (lion part ot m:t fathers old. fa.:tT4 on the saae groUllIi 
/ 

that be (Timothy Rogers) gave to tbe Soc1et1 II8J:l1 years betore his de.th for the 

use of a J-ieetiD.6 0011&8 and burial groW1dtt ). (WiDi Rogers I Journal). Actually prior 

to the Separation of lB2B, which Timotby iogers 414 not live to see, New York Yearly 

Xaeting had been consideri.ng setting up a. Yearly Meetillg ill Canada. called "Ontario 

Yearly Meeting". 

Alma Dale (an interestiAg and intrepid woman Friend who later did. service as a 

Travelling Friend amongst the new ~uaker settlements in western Canada on horseback), 

'WriteoS of the Yearly Meeting of 186~ during one aeasion t'not a. aound was heard. &8 

the spirit of silent worship had settled. over the people". William Wetherald t 

a 'Well-known minister amongst Orthodox ~.nds and founder of tbe~kwood 

Academy, addressed the Yearly Meeting. The firat clerk vas Adam Spencer. As 

this historical occasion for Friends 1n ~da., took place in the saae year as 

the founding of the Dominion of Canada, the Year11 Me.ting issued. an address 

expressing loyalty to the Queen and to t.he D.f!Iw 1••ral Goverxune.ot of Cana.da.. whilst 

re-affirming Friends'ancient position 0J1 war and oaths. The Yearly Keeting used 

tbe Discipline of New York. Yearly Meet:1n& (Ort.boclox) ot 1859. ",hieh. dUl'i.ng its 

revi.eion in lB80, becBlIIe one of the caws•• ot. t~ .ecoDel Sepa.ration amongst Frienda 

iJl 1881 which produced three braJlche. of~n. 1a.Oarlada. 

Tbe Orthodox Friends held the MUl St.,..., Meet.1.n& Bouse utll the .,oonG 

Separation of lBB1. It i8 intere.t:S..n& to noH tbat tAe aotual Deed ot th1a x.etiDa 

Houa. 5how8 tbat it was conveyed. over tAe 1...... tollova _ 

http:dUl'i.ng
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http:consideri.ng
http:Picker1.ng


:20 16 


1795 - Crown to John Smith. 

l8W - Da.vid Wm. Smith to Timothy Roge~. need No. 896. . 

1847 - JonathAn Rogers to Riohardson et ale (Trustees of ftckenng 


Monthly Meeting (Orthodox). Deed No. 29822. 
1868 - Robert Richardson (for Trustees of PickeriDg Monthly Meeting (Orth.) 

to James Richardson at ale for the Trustees ot~d.a Yearly 
Meeting (Orthodox). Deed No. 6I:J7. 

1890 - William and Sarah R:i,ehardson to James Ri.oh&rdso~ at ale 

Trustees of ~anada Yearly Meeting (Conservatiye). 


Deed No. 1264. 

19'r3 - Annie 	Elizabeth Richardson, Elmer sta.n.-. Maurice Pollarei. 


Trustees of Canada Yearly MeetinS (Conaervati.e) 

to Masons (Doric 1:.01%& 424). De.d No. 2'1l9. 

(parts of the Meeting House land were Bubllequentl sold. 
by the Hasons for builciiDg lot.). 

T.lle 1881 Separation was another historical and tragic occaa1on for Qu.ak.er.L.a 

i.n Canada. ,. 	 It produoed yet a third and separate ~ch ot the Soc1etr - the 

Conservative Friends. In Pickering the ConaervatiYe Friends occ~eei &Dei cla1aed 

,.... 


th~ y~ Street Meeting House as their propert1, though iA tact at the ~ tDa 


HtJoting House was legaJ.ly owned by Canada Yearly Meet:1..q (Ortho_). 

After 1881, Canada Yearly Meeting (orthodox) cont1Aued to M141eu17 ..~ 

in 1882, 188:; and 1884 at Pickering College (which tU7 owed),lu>l..rliDC ~.. ot 

their busineD8 	sessions in a small Meet1ng House (AOW a Gulf OU .ta~) at?6 

i;;ingston Road (part lot No.1. plan 20') and aome in" tletbocU.aiChuroh. Qenrau 
tl 

Ni~h.olson. (daughter of a Norwich Friend) on a vis1i troll llnslud.deacri.... 

in her d.iary Canada Yearly Meeting (Orthodox) beld 1a1896. She pvea 80118 

quite revealing and amusing "thumb-.oail" sketches otJ)'i&nda pre.ent 1n deecrib1D.g 

thuir appearance, conduot and personal characteristic" e.,.. , 

"Alma Dale. who is a little lady with short ba:S.r aDd dr..... rather 
nu'1lUliahly •••• is a very lively and splend14.,.aker antlteU. all 
sorts of amusing stories • ••• she- is a gre.t band. in ~ bor••••• 
The Epistle froll London Yearly MeetiAg wae ~d and evel7Of1e 8 ....4 
pleased with it •••• 'i\4Uliua WetAerald .,..u at good length Oil 
every subject goingu. . 

The Orthodox Branch of Friends 1». North _er1ca waa the ol\ly eM ncop1M4r r 

by):i6ndon Yearly Meet1.ng. 

The Orthodox Friends were aotive in eduoaU. :1u Canada. A P'r:Leluia' 
/ 

/ 

3elrd.narJ was established in .Pickering 1.u 1878, aD ......t ot wld.o1I. appears 111 

tile I;loUT,ent iasue Q! this Newsletter. iIbilst stiU ,111 P1.ckering, it wu 48s;1'01e4 

.~.~.'-.- ..'~....-'--.---------.......
-------~ 
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by fire in 1905. Only tllo large brick gym with stables and pWlPins bo)we were 

suve~ and are standing tod"y. For a number of years it was the private hoae of 

the Ruddy fanlily. It now stands empty and the object of iner.asug vaudali_. 

It is owned by tb.v RunnY-ClIme Construction Co. 

Orthodox Fri (lnut:> ill Plc.i~crinb supported tho misaionary work of this branch 

of the Society in U.S. ~,d ~da. Pickering Frienda'firat interest waa in work 

in Merico.. 'j.".IHI first Q'Uaker ..uosioIlary to Japan was a Pickering FrieJld, WilliEUI 

v. Wright. who died in Japan after two year's service.. Peace, disarmament and 

the condi tioll.G of Indians in Canada continued as concerns of all three braAches 

in Canada. 

In assessing the contribution of organised Quakerism to th. development 

c·! Pickering, both Jobnaon in his receutnlIifStor:Y' ot the County of Ontario" and 

~!;;:Kay ill "Tne Pickering stor,y" indicate that the early Quaker settlers made vi tal. 

eultural contributions to the developing commw:dty by Utheir strong feel.ins of 

dependence on God, their civilised pacifis•• long tradition of durable honesty 

and civil speech". • 

A.s long as Quakers continueci in & closely-knit. 'leY of life with a felt 

find experienced "centre" and a clear and unified organ.i.Ntion, to which 

u.ll Friends were faithful. the Meetings held together.. The Separations 

did reduce their spiritual strengtb and. aWllbers :i.D tiM and laid unnecltosary 

burdano of property and administraUon on tAe three .eparate branchos. All tA~3. 

however, wera not tho only reasons for the total decl1ne ot the organised Society 

of Friends in the Pickering area. • 

It is ot value to modern FrieDa.. to DO" tbat~l Bettle, clerk of 

yMlsdelphia 	Yearly Keeting, who side.4 with tao Orthoclox hienele in 18Z8. 

publically stated that "he beliond patient labov and 8Utter.l..Bc would haT. 'Mu 

better than division lt , 

// 

Th8~dll Street/Kinsston Road M.etiDi Bouse, then owned by OaDada Iear11 

HeetiAg {ConecrTatiTe. was the last ot the Picker1Dc Meeting Ho.... and property 

to be disposed of by Fr1ends. 
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&uction ty the TruHtees (subject to a reserve bid). It was purohased by the Masons 

(:X>ric Lodee 424 of Pickering) for the GWI of $2,000 and is stUl in WI_ today by 

iA. i1.ouriGhing Maeonic Lodge. In 1953, "ben the present writer settle4 :l.n Pickering, 

there were two elderly woman Friends as 801e survivors of 146 years of Quakerism 

in Pickering. There are still a number ot faa1li88 whose for.bearers ....ere Friends. 

One of the trustees writing after tbe sale in 1942, 8878: 

tilt was with a feeling ot sadness that I lett that big Meeting House ••• 
so filled with memories of the peat and the dear Friends gone to their 
reward. Asain I question••• Wh7 has our beloTed Societ7 been r.duoed 
to this point and tids sad condition?". 

The Friend answers with the closing sentence: 

"Ve should not be too dismayed with the present or future outlook, for 
the same God is overall whicb has alw~s been and will now u alway_ 
care for those who put their trust in Bill". 

At the present time, there are two Quaker families in P:Lckering and 


another interested fami.ly who meet with other Friends. tor the atu<%f of Quakerisa 


and for worship together once a month. The two ~r famili•• are actiY. members 


ot Toronto Monthly Meeting. 


"The Quakers. A History in Canada". A.G. Dorlaalf1. 

"The P1ckenng Stor;y". wm. A. Hex..,. 

"History ot Ontario Counqrlf. L.A.. Johneon. 

~.d8 in Y.h1tb)' 3el1strr Of!1ce.tettere. 

TRP..ER QUA K~R CE',~TERIES 0'1<' THE PICKERrNG/UXBRIDGE A~ 

by william E. Biitne!1* 

i~IF:l\.TJ)S CE~,P.TERY, PICKF:RING (Orthodox l later 
; 

Conservative) 

This cenetery located on Mill street at the eastern edge of the Village 

of Pickering, is one of the oldest cemeteries 1n Pickering Tmmsh1p. Early 

in forma tion concern:Lng thi s burial ground 18 to be found, rather strangelyJ 

in the will of Timothy Rogers, who owned the tarm upon which the cemetery 18 located. 
, .' 

Tn his will (da1,(~d 1,'179 and probated in 1834) T1moth1 Rogers mentions the burial 

I~round on lot lu in t.he If~t concession 0.1' Pickering Township, )0 or 40 rods from 

---.------.------------------------~-----------------------------------------
* 	 "nn}" J~ri tnel1 a merr.b'r of our association, and of Newmarket QUaker ancestry 

i~ ~el1 k.nowu for~hjs extensive and accurate knowledge of Quaker graves in thispart. of Ontar:l 0. ' 

.. '.'~N. _____ """.,.::!!"....~"~~.,____________________________.._._ 

., \' 
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rods from Duffin's Creek. Timothy Rogers goes on to state in his will that 

buried in the cemetery are his wife Sarah, his daughter Sarah, his sons 

John u:i1de Refers and Joh.'1 'Elmsly Rogers, John A. Haight's first wife Mary 

t!and others". It is known that the three Rogers children mentioned above died 

in a great epidemic in 1809, and that his wife died in 1812, shOwing that this 

is indeed an ~rtrly cemetery. 

t,s is t.hp C<l5e with most early cemeteries, most of the early burtals are 

not ~lrked by the presence of gravestones. There are no markers for any of the 

persons mentioned by Timothy Rogers as being buried here, nor is there any marker 

for Timothy Rogers himself, which is rather sad since he did more than any other 

person to help establish the Society of Friends in Ontario. The earliest date 

found on any of the gravestones is 1830, when seYeral members of the'~BettB family 

died. The majority of the grave~tones are dated from the 1850's through to the 

1900 t 5.0 

There are about 100 surnames mentioned on the gravestones. The surnames which 

occur most frequently are: Betts, Boone, Bostwick, Chapman, Churchill, Cornell, 

Dale, Haight, lIartrick, Hughes, Powell, Reazin, Richardson, Rogers, Taylor, 

VA.lentine, Wetherald, Willson, Woodruff and Wright. 

~nile visitin~ the ~iend5 Cemeter,y, not to be neglected is the small Pioneer 

Cpm('?tery which adjoins it to the sOllth~ Side, where many of Pickeringts non-Quaker 

*' 
pI one~n; 3re buried. The p-rnvefltones have been collected into a mound in the oentre 

of the ~rounds, just north of the fire-hall. Found here are the surnames Hetrick, 

Mathews, McCullour.h, Tate, Taylor and Took, as well as several members of the 

Post family. It is intere8ting to note that William Hartriok Sr. (1778-18,7) is 

buried here, while his son William, J'l'. (1803-1814) i! in the adjoining Friends 

Cemetery. 
Il. 

* .Jim Adamson, Chairman of the Pickering Friends Cemetery Committee reports that 
a project 1s [oing on this summer to tidy up the stones including the resetting
of some. . 

db g [ un 
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This cemetery is located on the north side of Highway 2. about 2 miles east 


of thE Orthodox Friends I Cemetery. It is just off the highway. "With the property 


i:1 front presently being occupied by a dog-kennel. thus making the cemetery rather 

di.fficult to locate when driving by. N~tural1y. this cemetery is not as old 3S the 

Orthodox cemetery. since it "Was not established until after the Separation of 1828, 

at which time the Hicksi te faction in Pickering and 1.Jbitby was forced to build their 

own meetins-house and start their awn cemetery. This is a very typical early Friends' 

cemetery. wi.th its neat rows of small, white, plRin headstones, a marked contrast to 

other non-Quaker cemeteries of the period, in which the gravestones are much bigger 

and more elaborate. 

The most striking aS9€ct of this cemetery is that. of just over 100 gravestones 

in the cemetery. well over half of them belong to just one family, the Browns. Of the 

'7 brothers who came from Vermont during the early 1800 t e, 5 of them are buried here: 

i~icholas (17 85-1868)., ~braha'Tl (1791-1840). Sylvanus (l796-1e95), ROHland (1~04-le78) 

and James. who died during the 1840' s (for whom there is no gravestone':. Another 

of the brothers, Joseph t removed to the;Yest Lake !-:onthly !·1eeting, and the last 

brother, Ira (1802-18e6) died in Ohio. These brothere, their wives and descendants 

aecount for the great majority of the persons buried here. 

Other surnames prominent on the gravestones are: Austin, Carpenter. Cochrane, 

Lynde. Orvis and Webster. Except for theW.bsters (who came from Pennsylvania) these 

others, like the Browns. all came to Ontario from Vermont. 

/J-in:ilDS CE.JkWIERI .. UABRIOO~ 

This is cemetery is located sero•• the road from the /~t1ne-houSI!! 'We~t ~f 

t\w Town of Uxbridge. at a loc,'lt ion long known as Quaker Blll. Even persons huried 

111 the Presbyterian Cemetery up the road are said to be buried on Quaker Hill. 

Thi~ is another very early cemetery. probably, or .lmoat certainly. the ada.at 

cwnetery in Uxbridge Township. The grounds were obtained in a transaction dated 

th~: :-: ')th, of Cfth month 1809. at which t 1me 2 acres or land on lot 29 of the 6th 

III 1(IUlltI!' 
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concession were deeded by the owner, Robert Willlon, to a committee of friend. 

:;fladed by his father-in-law, Charles Chapman. The grounds are still being used, 

although burials now are very infrequent, the last being about 1968. 

As is the case with Pickerinp" most of the early burials here are unmarked. 

'::'he e,:.;rliest dates on the headstones ara for two inrant JS"1.€S children \IiIbo died 

in 18.12 and 1815. but these stones were most likely erected at a much later date. 

:.. cou~)le of' stones date from the 1830' s, but the majority or stones are dated from 

the I '?50' S onwad. I'he cemetery was evi:~entall)' retained by the RicksHa Friends 

after the se?aration, as most of the burials after 1828 are for families who belonged 

to the Hicksite faction. 

The first thing likely to catch tbe eye of the visitor to this cemetery is sure 

to be the lar~e and rather ornate monument to Jose?h Gould (1808-18S6),whieh looks 

rather out-of-:lace in a:j,uaker cemetery. There are, 1n all,iust over 200 gravestones f 

-;..lith over 100 surnames founei on them. The most frequent surnames are: Allcock, Ball. 

rber, Bell, 3Iod~ett. ShaDrnan, Qould, Hambleton, Hilborn, James, Jones Voors, 

Plank, Stoner, 'jebster. widdifield and -·111son. Descendants of many of these pioneer 

.:uaker famni€ s are buried in the large Uxbridge Cemetery at the edge of the town. 

NOTE! With a postal strike threatening, and Year1, Meeting fast approaching we 
thought it wise to gat what .ter1al we hadreacO" into your hands ae soon aa 
p,)ssible. We hope to have an account of' the recent workshop on Quaker genealogy 
which took place at Richmond, Indiana, and a bib110grphy of library materials 
on the Hxbri dge/Pickerlng area in a forthcoming ilsue. 

--, <·-'·-·~-·-'-~·"''''-·''''''f---...--_______U_.I11_....________________________________ 


