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M eeting Place of Friends:
A brief history of Camp NeeKauNis and the surrounding area

Stirling Nelson, Niagara Falls, Ont.

"On a hill far away overlooking the bay chosen as the whole area was once inhabit-
A part of the Georgian expanse ed by the Huron Indian Tribe. The Indian
There is a view that is grand capital for this area, Cahaigue, is assumed
Both of lake and of land to be about six miles from NeeKauNis and
A view that all souls must entrance."” from the writings of the great French

explorer, Champlain, we realize that he
This view of the lake and the land had spent the winter of 1610 at this site.
its beginnings in the ages long ago. TheAlthough the Hurons and Iroquois had a
glacial lakes of Algonquin and Nipissing blood relationship, the activities of
covered this area. The beaches of thes&hamplain and the rivalry of the fur trade
lakes remain as the slopes on the way to théetween the French and British led to wars
swimming area. between these nations. Some of this rivalry
The NeeKauNis property has a long found expression in the area near
association with the geological history of NeeKauNis. We know that the Jesuit mis-
the area. This affords great opportunity for sionaries, Lalement and Brebeuf were
the student of geology to explore the area. massacred at St. Ignace by the Iroquois.
The name NeeKauNis comes from the This was an Indian village on the Sturgeon
Huron Indian language and means "TheRiver only a mile and a half from
Meeting Place of Friends". This name was NeeKauNis.
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Camp NeeKaunis as seem coming from the Bay (photo by Ken Muma)
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The Huron Indians for the most part Tannerville became the site of the most
lived at peace with their neighbouring modern sawmill in the area. In the early
tribes. Like all the North American Indians years of NeeKauNis many campers made
they had no metal tools or utensils. Theyexcursions to the "Old Mill". This was the
were a stone age people. In spite of theseite of the ruins of the stone mill that was
handicaps the Hurons had managed to mak#he centre for lumber sawing from the years
the difficult transition from nomad hunters 1870 to -1912. This mill was owned and
to settled agriculturalists. Corn was their operated by the Tanner Bros. It was com-
main crop and the mainstay of their diet. pletely remodelled in 1900 and booms of
They also grew beans, squash, sunflowersogs filled the bay and piles of lumber
and hemp. The fibre from the hemp madecovered the shore. A fire in 1912 complete-
their fish nets. Even before the Frenchly destroyed the mill and the sawmill opera-
came, the Hurons had developed an extention ceased. The property known as
sive trade with the Algonquins. They NeeKauNis to us was the site of the houses
exchanged corn for the furs and hides andused by the mill workers. These houses
meat which were more plentiful in the were moved away and the land became idle
thinly populated country to the north. until it was put up for sale in 1930. The

The name Huron, by which this nation foresight of A. S. Rogers caused him to
became called, was in reality a nickname.investigate this property for camping pur-
The Indians wore their hair in a single high poses; ten acres being purchased in 1931
ridge, and the French referred to them asand made available to Canadian Friends for
"boar heads". "Hure" in French meant boar-summer programmes,
head. Their real name however was In 1932 the main building which has
Wendats and their home land Wendake (thdbecome known as Nelson Hall was erected
island or the land apart). Where they cameand contained six sleeping rooms, a dining
from, why they came, we do not know. hall and a kitchen. Over the next four years
Archeologists have found clay pots in this four cabins were added. In 1951 plans were
area that indicate they were people livingmade for the erection of a cottage which
here as much as 2500 years before the birthecame known as Haslam. Since that time
of Christ. the sleeping quarters have been converted

We also know that in the days beforein Nelson Hall, and a total of eleven sepa-
railroads, travel was by stage coach andate cabins have been erected for that
steamship. There was a port on the shore gburpose. In addition a building has been put
Sturgeon Bay known as the Tay Port andup at the beach as storage for boats and a
this was the eastern terminus for Great Lakeswimming change room.
ships. Tay Port was on the point just to the The erection of the Meeting Centre
west of the NeeKauNis property and with which began in the summer of 1968 gave a
the advent of lumbering became known ascloser association with the area historically.
Tannerville. The present road which leadsThe lumber which was used came from
down to the water's edge was built by the'Edgehill’; a home that had been built in
Hudson Bay Company and brought travell-Midland by the British Canadian Lumber
ers by stage coach from Coldwater. ThisCompany. Edgehill at one time was the
road was built and Tayport was establishechome of James Playfair, a man whose name
about 1845. One of the steamships waswill always be associated with lumbering,
known as "The Gore". ship building, flour milling and shipping on
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the Great Lakes. James Playfair was liberal
in his charitable gifts and acts for the
welfare of the community. This home was
given to the town of Midland and served as
the Huronia Museum for a number of years.
It was torn down in 1967 and some of the
in thed.
Meeting Centre. We realize this gives an
association related to the development and

material purchased to be used

growth of the area.

Although this article for the most part
has centered around the history on the

Canadian Friends Service Committee in
1942. It was used by Young Friends for
leadership training and conferences and
for adult camps as well as the Boys and
Girls Clubs.

On January 1, 1962 the operation of

Camp Neekaunis came under Canadian

Yearly Meeting with a standing commit-
tee responsible for its operation (Terms
of Reference on page VI-65 of GYM
Organization and Procedure).

geology of the area, we realize this is not

the most significant part of NeeKauNis, 5.
which is rather in the lasting friendships and
the development of personalities that has
gone on and will continue over the coming

years.

"From this place we'll go forth realizing the
worth

Of the spit-it of love which makes free,
And we'll join heart and hand

Length and breadth of the land

Forever united to be".

NeeK auNis 1931-1993
Historical Overview:

three acres from the neighbour on the
East in 1940 (Mr. Albin) and by five
acres on the West which was

bequeathed by Fred Haslam on his death

in 1979. This brought the size to 18
acres.

Eacilities:

Made possible in large measure by the
labours of a great many volunteers.
1932 Nelson-Hall (six sleeping rooms,
dining hall, kitchen)

1934 White Feather, Amitie, Welcome
1935 Wetaskiwin

1. Around 1930 a member of Toronto 1952 Haslam cottage
Monthly Meeting, Albert Rogers (son of 1955 Jordans

Samuel Rogers),

decided that therel957 Green Oak, Green Garth

should be a summer camping place forl960 Rogers (relocated to become King in
children who were members of the Boys1988)

and Girls Clubs that Toronto Friends 1961 Addition to kitchen

supported. He asked Fred Haslam andl962 Beach House

Raymond Booth to seek out a suitable1965 Swan

camp site.

1967 Willson
1968/9 Meeting Centre

2. In 1931 ten acres of the present cam@d 971 Jones, Zavitz
was purchased privately for use by thesel973 First indoor bathroom
clubs and immediately afterward it was 1975 Side entrance to Nelson-Hall

put to use by Friends in general.

1977 Cooks
1982 Dug well

3. The camp came under the care 0f1988/9 Rogers
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1990 Drilled well
1993 McNicol
Stirling and Mildred Nelson about 1971

Program Development after 1946:

From 1946 to 1971 Stirling and Mildred
Nelson were the 'guiding hand' in establish-
ing the policies and traditions that make
Camp Neekaunis the special place it is
today. Key elements include Quaker
Worship, morning 'messages’, volunteer
service by cooks, directors, program
leaders,.... They directed the initial Family,
Young Friends, and Community Camps. In
1975 they initiated the Carry On
Discovering (COD) Camp. Their 25 years
of service to Neekaunis was recognized in
July 1971 with a very well attended
reunion.

Numerous volunteer directors and
program leaders continue to carry forward
camp traditions with the invaluable support
of cooks and untold others.
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Canadian Friends Service Committee Support to Friends Rural Centre,
Rasulia, Hoshangabad District, Madhya Pradesh, India

by Peter and Rose Mae Harkness
Paper given at the 2001 Annual Meeting of the CFHA

Rose Mae Harkness sionary who was supported by the Friends
Foreign Missionary Association. In search
In preparation for going to the Friends of a new area for missionary work, he set
Rural Centre at Rasulia, we had spent conout westward from Jabalpur in 1869 follow-
siderable time with Ed and Vivian Abbott. ing the Narmada River valley until he
They had been at Rasulia for eight yearsyeached Hoshangabad. "The ancient little
and before that at another programme intown was very attractive, but in those days
Barpali. They and Murray Thomson were before the railway had been built down the
the old India hands in Canadian Yearly valley, it was also very remoté.Hoshang-
Meeting. We often went to the Abbotts for abad felt remote to us, but considering the
an evening meal, and in addition to the foodcentury of changes in world communication
and conversation about India, we all and transportation, we were in no way as
received our injections needed for serving inisolated as the Quakers in 1869! Yet, in this
tropical India! We certainly were indebted period there was considerable work going
to Ed and Vivian for all their loving support on in India by both British and American
and information, and in India, we always Quakers, and inter-visitation did occur.
checked under our children's beds to make The Quaker work in Hoshangabad
sure there were no cobras lurking there!District began after seven acres of land on
(The Abbotts had found a cobra one daythe river bank on the edge of the town of
under a bed.) Hoshangabad were purchased in 1875. This
Canadian Friends Service Committeeland was considered an ideal site for Quaker
wisely arranged for us to spend two months'witness to spiritual truth in education,
at Woodbrooke College, near Birmingham health, agriculture? As has often been the
in the United Kingdom for study and orien- case, the planning undertaken for this work
tation. From the U.K. we flew in late required adjustment to the demands of
November to Delhi, and on to Bhopal where nature. In 1877 it was the Deccan famine
we were whisked away by Landrover to which demanded the adjustment. An
Rasulia by Peter Stein, a British Friend. Onorphanage fund was set up to address the
this 45 mile road trip, | remember being needs of children affected by the famine,
very tired after being up so many hours,and in 1891, a ten acre plot of land a short
nodding off in the warm winter sun, and distance from Hoshangabad town was pur-
then awakening to observe small brownchased from Rasulia village as a site for an
mud-walled villages. "This is India at last!" industrial works and training centre. A local
Compare our entry to India and mechanic, Shiv Dayal, and the trainees, set
Hoshangbad by air and road with that ofup worksheds on this site. A bungalow was
Elkanah Beard, the first Quaker to visit built for the British missionary couple,
Hoshangabad. He was an American mis-Alfred and Florence Taylor, "with a peepul
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sapling in front of it, a banyan behind and atured by Hilda Cashmore who arrived in
lovely view westward down the Narmada Rasulia in 1935 in a motor car named
valley.® This new Industrial Works Prudence, to undertake the development of
expanded from the original employees to 40a Quaker ashram, on a temporary basis at
during the next few years as it undertookRasulia. The buildings at Rasulia were
work, not only for the various Quaker mis- repaired and a library set up; Mid-India
sionary activities in the District, but also for Yearly Meeting of Friends was held there
government projects related to the expandin!
ing road and rail infrastructure. Rasulia The same year, and numerous guests
centre was able to provide tools, water cartgrom around India, including Ranjit
and other equipment needed for food-for-Chetsingh, arrived  for  Christmas.
work and other relief projects organized in Conferences on political changes in India
the area when subsequent famines occurrecand Christian education were held, as well
This then was the beginning of theas camps for students. When Ranjit
Friends Rural Centre, Rasulia. When weChetsingh replaced Hilda Cashmore in
arrived in 1968, we lived in the bungalow 1937, his interest was more in basic and
with a huge peepul tree out front and a largeadult education than in the concept of a
banyan tree behind. We shared the bungawoodbrooke in India so that vision faded.
low with the coordinator, Sudarshan KapurRanijit, like some other Quakers in India at
and his wife, Sita. Under the peepul treethis time, was profoundly inspired by
was a concrete platform used for meeting€gGandhi's ideas on education; practical
of various kinds; under the banyan tree, thecourses to develop village industries as well
well-ring industry was set up. The well-ring as conferences were organized by Rasulia.
industry had originated with Ed Abbott who While these efforts were in keeping with
spent considerable time developing waternndia's needs, Marjorie Sykes has concluded
and sanitation projects to improve the agri-that much of the misunderstandings and
culture and health of Indian people in theconflicts among Indian Friends in the area
area. might have been avoided if a Quaker centre
By the time we reached Rasulia, we hadfor study and fellowship had been devel-
heard something about the different periodoped at Rasulid.After Ranjit Chetsing and
of work that had been undertaken byhis wife left Rasulia in 1942, Donald and
Friends since 1875. The history was not ondéerica Groom became directors. Donald was
of well-considered planning over time; it a follower of Gandhi and in addition to agri-
seemed to grow and fade as inspired peopleultural and economic work around Rasulia
and budgets came and went. Thus thdor the benefit of all local people, he was
Industrial Works were closed down in 1918.also very active in the land reform move-
In the 1920s the idea of using Rasulia as ament of Vinoba Bhave. The broader religi-
Indian  Woodbrooke was discussed.ous outlook which he shared with Horace
Supported by Jack Hoyland, a British Alexander, another British Quaker who
Quaker educator in India, he envisioned abecame a close friend of Gandhi, was not
centre with simple ashram-style accommo-always appreciated by Friends in the more
dation, with a library, and book-centre, conservative Mid-India Yearly Meeting.
summer schools, youth camps, retreats and During the period in which the Abbotts
study courses dealing with Quaker religiousserved at Rasulia, much groundbreaking
and social concerh.This vision was cap- work was done in health, water and sanita-
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tion. Villagers were trained at Rasulia to with the two Indian instructors and Rose
make well-rings and water-sealed latrineMae in a supervisory role. In addition to the
forms which in turn created some smalltwo women hired for the nursery school,
industries in the area. Family planning wasRose Mae urged the hiring of the first
provided at the medical clinic attracting vil- woman teacher for the primary school at the
lagers for miles around. Village extensioncentre. Apart from the school and clinic,
programmes in agriculture continued underwomen worked as agricultural labourers on
Banwa Lal Choudhury and a primary andthe centre's farm.
middle school and a hostel for male high  This period was one in which modern
school students operated at the centreagriculture was being encouraged in the
Canadian Friends Service Committeedistrict.  Canadian  Friends  Service
funding to Rasulia began during this periodCommittee had obtained a grant from the
when the Abbotts were in India. Canadian International Development
Peter and Agnes Stein, Friends fromAgency which was just beginning to give
Britain followed the Abbotts as administra- funding to non-governmental agencies.
tors of Rasulia and a British doctor, Dorothy With the grant, fields were leveled and new
Rule and an Australian nurse, Pat Hewittequipment was purchased. Sudarshan later
with Indian nurses served at the clinic. Petethired a veterinarian to undertake artificial
Stein was an ingenious technician and builinsemination in order to build up the milk-
a hydraulic pump with all Indian parts, producing herds in the district.
except for one small component. The week The Kapurs stayed at Rasulia for about
before we were to leave for Rasulia, weten years. In the late 70s a new coordinator,
received a cable from Peter Stein askingPartap Aggarwal, came to Rasulia. The
Peter Harkness to go to Bristol to buy thisgoverning body invited Marjorie Sykes to
small component to bring to India. Peterlive at Rasulia at this time also; she was
Stein also worked at drilling wells in interested in the proposed natural farming
various parts of India in what must haveinitiatives, and felt she could make a contri-
been another period of drought and famine. bution. Marjorie did note that "Although the
The day we arrived at Rasulia was themain thrust of work at Rasulia is towards
same day that Sudarshan and Sita Kapushowing how a village may become self -
arrived. Sudarshan had been hired as cooreliant in the provision of its basic needs of
dinator of the centre, and Sita, a nurse, wa$ood, clothing and shelter, different admin-
to work at the clinic. Sharing the same splitistrations had different approaches, and the
bungalow with the Kapurs meant that wetransition from one to another was not
became quite good friends. The birth ofalways easy® The centre also experiment-
their first child a few months before we haded with appropriate energy projects and
our first daughter, Heather, provided moresolar cookers in this period. A highlight was
common ground for us. In addition to the visit of Masanobu Fuknoka, the
looking after our own family and house- Japanese scientist-farmer who had inspired
hold, Rose Mae managed the guest housRasulia's natural farming. He was pleased
and then at the request of the headmaster afith the efforts that he saw during his visit.
the school, started #&@alwari or nursery Last summer at the FWCC Triennial,
school. Since Andrew and Colin were atRose Mae met a young man, Ronald Titus,
nursery school age, they enjoyed thewho has property across the road from the
morning sessions held in the meeting-housériends Rural Centre. He reported that there
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is no coordinator and no programme there aelectrical generation equipment every 25
present. Some fields are being farmed; themiles or so along the route. The first system
town of Hoshangabad is circling around! worked on in 1963 linked Montreal and
those few acres which were purchased irWancouver. The last one, for which | did the
1891. One cannot help wondering what theradio system design as well as oversaw the
future of this small rural centre in India will installation and startup testing, was from
be. Corner Brook to St. Anthony in
Over the years since 1891, the variousNewfoundland.
and diverse programmes at the Friends Working on such extensive and useful
Centre at Rasulia affected the lives of manyadio communication systems was exciting
local people in Hoshangabad District. In herfor the time | was involved in it. However
book, An Indian Tapestry Marjorie Sykes around June of 1968 | began to feel that |
has shown how the work at Rasulia hadhad done everything that could be done in
much wider implications in India. It would that field at least once and more work of
be interesting to examine what the centre'shis type would just be more of the same. |
influence on the world has been through thdfelt that there were probably others who
many people who have worked and lived incould do it just as well as | and perhaps with
Rasulia. Our experience led us into careersnore than my waning enthusiasm. | began
in international development at the Canad-o feel two things: | wanted to spend more
ian International Development Agency. Intime at home with my wife and two young
2000, we visited the Kapurs and learnedchildren, and | wanted to do some work
more about Sudarshan's work as the directowith a more people-oriented aspect to it. So
of the Gandhi-Hamer-King Center for the perhaps a little recklessly, | quit my job.
Study of Religion and Democratic Renewal Shortly after leaving CNT Jadwiga
at the Illiff School of Theology, Denver, Bennich, then coordinator of the Canadian
Colorado. We know that Pat Hewitt for a Friends Service Committee, told me she had
number of years was director of the family heard that | was looking for new work to do
planning program in Australia. Steve Abbottand asked me if | would be interested in
has spent his adult life in water engineeringthinking about going to Rasulia in India for
related to developing societies. What of allthe Canadian Friends Service Committee

the rest? (CFSC). Rose Mae and | thought about it,
and talked to Vivien and Ed Abbott and
Peter Harkness Murray Thomson and other friends about it,

and | expect, prayed about it, and finally
For about 5 years until June of 1968 |with some trepidation, said, "Yes, we would
worked in the Radio Engineering like to go."
Department of Canadian National Telecom- By this time we had been attending
munications (CNT) helping to plan and Quaker Meetings for about 6 years and had
build microwave radio systems in various been members for 2 years. We had lived in
parts of Canada. These systems were used Btiends House in Toronto for 3 years with
that time for transmitting telephone and tele-Rose Mae as Resident Friend and this was
type messages around the country and a fean excellent education in Quakerism and
for television channels. They consist of aQuaker ways as many Friends from around
tower with antennas and a small buildingthe world passed through Toronto, staying
housing radio equipment and sometimesat Friends House while there. We gave
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many of them breakfast and listened eagerly their own countries with the worst in
to their stories as we ate together. Our the country they are visiting."
enthusiasm for Quaker worship and the
Quaker approach to business and social We sailed from Canada for England in
causes had grown with our exposure toSeptember, 1968. The Globe and Mail and
them. Toronto Star sent reporters to interview us
From Canadian Friends Service shortly before we left and concluded before
Committee's point of view we were young long that we were modern day missionaries.
(in our early 30's) but with some years of When they learned that we were going to
working experience, we had university levelEngland on an ocean liner, one wondered
educational qualifications, we were a family somewhat enviously what benefits a couple
with twin boys, 2 years old, and we were of missionaries would get out of an ocean
enthusiastic Quakers. Our assignment wasruise.
to go to Rasulia and make ourselves useful.  We arrived in Liverpool 5 days after
Various bits of advice were given to usleaving Canada and took a train to
as we prepared to go which became part oBirmingham where we went to spend some
our lives and which we have rememberedime at Woodbrooke College. There we
many times since, e.g. studied various subjects that seemed relev-
Vivien Abbott - to Peter when he was ant to our assignment, spent an hour or two
showing some anxiety about what specifi-a week talking with the Director of Studies,
cally he was going to do - Maurice Creasey, visited with some old
India hands such as Mildred Maw, and
"Sit under a banyan tree for 6 spent time with other students including one
months observing what is going on from the Hoshangabad area, Paulina Titus.
before you try to do anything." The registrar at Woodbrooke had been
reluctant to accept us there thinking the
Ed Abbott - to Rose Mae showing worry unguarded ponds around the college would
about the 2 year old boys playing on thebe dangerous for our small children. We had
dirty Union Station floor on the night we assured her that we could and would look

were leaving - after the children; so were permitted in the
end to go. Then on our second day there
"Don't worry, they're just working Andrew fell into one of the ponds and
on their immunity." although | got him out quickly, a nearby

policeman insisted on calling an ambulance
Leroy Jones - on being told by Roseand we all had to roar off to the hospital in a
Mae that she was concerned about the childgreat cacophony of jangling sound to get
ren not being toilet trained before we left - him checked out. It was embarrassing, but
fortunately Andrew did not seem to suffer

"Well Rose Mae, there are probably  any ill after effects.

a few Indian children that have not On November 30 we flew off to India

yet been toilet trained." arriving in New Delhi early in the morning
of December 1st tired after many hours of

Kathleen Hertzberg - travel but amazed at the sights. One that has

stuck with me was scaffolding several
"People tend to compare the best in  stories high around the New Delhi terminal
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building made of crooked wooden elementstree for 6 months (I doubt very much that
rather than straight steel members or pipesshe followed it herself) as Peter immediate-
It was strange looking, but apparently wasly started getting me involved with the
adequately effective. things he was doing as well as some lan-
We had to wait 3 to 4 hours in the guage training. After a short time (it seems
airport before getting a local flight south now that it was just a week or two), he took
about 370 miles to Bhopal, where we wereme about 50 miles south to an area where a
met by Peter Stein. He took us to meet a&camp was being set up for some refugee
member of the Rasulia Governing Body families. Peter had agreed to drill a well for
who lived in Bhopal where we had tea andthem using a drilling rig which he had con-
our first Indian sweets. Then he drove us thestructed. He taught me how to run the rig
45 miles down to Hoshangabad and Rasuliaand then within a day or so went back to
Shortly after our arrival, the community Rasulia taking the Indian driller with him
gathered to welcome us and | got to deliverand left me alone there in the "jungle” to get
a line in Hindi, which Paulina Titus had on with the drilling during the day and to
taught me at Woodbrooke and which still stay in a tent beside the rig, at night. | was
sticks with me, "Hum aap se milkr bahut only alone for a day or so but it was a
kush hain." It means, "we are happy tomemorable change from Toronto.
meet you", and was well received. The drilling rig was driven by a diesel
Hoshangabad district is a mainly rural engine which was started by a crank. In a
Hindi speaking area. So it was important forshort time the teeth into which the crank
us to learn as much Hindi as possible. Rosevas inserted broke; so | could no longer
Mae and | did learn quite a bit and couldstart the engine. What to do? The engine
function to a certain extent. But our sonshad a flywheel, i.e. a heavy steel wheel
became quite fluent to the point where theyabout a foot in diameter attached to one end
could translate for us if necessary. Fromof a shaft extending from the engine. As |
early on their main playmates were Indianlooked at it, | remembered starting outboard
children and the language of play wasmotors in Canada by wrapping a rope
Hindi. They spoke English to us, but evenaround a pulley-like part on top of the
after they returned to Canada, they con-engines. There was lots of rope around the
tinued to speak Hindi with each other until rig. Could a diesel engine on a drilling rig
they started playing with English speakingbe started like an outboard motor? | tried
children here, when they switched towrapping a 30 foot 3/4 inch rope around the
English. After that the Hindi seemed to flywheel, put the end over my shoulder and
disappear as fast as they had picked it ugtarted moving away from the flywheel in
and within a year or so, it seemed to besuch a way that it started to turn, slowly at
gone. first but then faster and faster. What a
The same day we arrived, a new coordi-delightful sound it was to hear that engine
nator, Sudarshan Kapur and his wife, Sitayoar into life! From then on that was the
moved in. Agnes Stein had been in chargavay | started it.
and she and her husband, Peter, stayed on It took about 2 weeks to drill the con-
for a few months to help the Kapurs andtracted depth of 50 feet and unfortunately,
ourselves get settled in. we did not find water but the experience
Apparently the Steins had not heard thewas a good introduction to working in India.
Vivien Abbott rule of sitting under a banyan 50 feet, of course is a shallow drilled well,
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and two weeks is a long time to reach such &eneral Conference of Friends in India.
depth. But the machine was home made an@®ccasionally | was asked to give a talk on a
did reach water in other places, | believe. = Quaker subject.

As well as helping to maintain wells We left Rasulia in June of 1971 having
with electric pumps in them, | got involved just survived another of the hottest times in
in a couple of other projects. India to return to Toronto where a heat

There was a high school at Itarsi, a townwave by local standards was being experi-
about 8 miles away, which was supportedenced. Having become adjusted to the much
by British Quakers. Dayal Gour, one of the higher temperatures in India, we were not
teachers there, was interested in teachingpothered by the Toronto temperatures at all
radio repair and | worked with him on intro- that year. Another reaction we had to
ducing some basic electronics as a first stepToronto on our return was that the busiest

In addition | got the idea of manufactur- streets seemed empty after the masses of
ing ballasts for fluorescent lights at the people and cars and bicycles and rickshaws
Centre and in the surrounding area as and animals we had experienced in the
cottage industry to provide income and acities in India.
useful product. The idea had quite a lot of The total impact of sending someone to
merit in that the area was becoming morework overseas must include the effect on
and more electrified and fluorescent lightsthe person and the influence his or her
were popular because they gave a lot okxperiences have on his subsequent life and
light with low power consumption. The work. A few months after our return to
ballast consists of many coils of fine wire Canada | was hired by the Canadian
on a laminated metallic core with a connec-International Development Agency (CIDA)
tor attached and the whole thing enclosed irand spent the next 22 years there working
a metal box. Thus the components are nobn many millions of dollars worth of devel-
complicated. @~ The  Coordinator and opment projects for many parts of the
Governing Body were supportive of devel- world. While it is impossible for us to judge
oping the idea. exactly what differences in my life were the

We bought a hand operated windingresults of the Rasulia experiences, | think
machine for $64 Canadian and | was able tdhat they must have helped my candidacy
learn how to make the ballasts myself andfor a position at CIDA and must have had a
then teach a 12 year old boy in the Centre t@ositive influence on the work which | did
do so as well. There seemed to be enough afhile with that Agency.

a profit margin to make them worthwhile

and a market locally and also further afield.Footnotes:

A representative of Philips in Bombay told 1. Sykes, Marjorie,An Indian Tapestry,
us that if we could make them to their speci-(Sessions Book Trust, York, England,
fications, they would buy them from us. 1997), page 62.

Unfortunately | had to leave India before we 2. Ibid, page 64.

got into production but it seemed a useful3. Ibid, page 105.

thing to work on while | was there. 4. Ibid, page 223.

In addition to the technical things, | 5. Ibid, page 274.
spent time on Quaker activities, e.g. attend6. Dart, Martha, Marjorie SykeQuaker
ing Meetings for Worship, Yearly Meetings Gandhian, (Sessions Book Trust, York,
and other Quaker gatherings such as th&ngland, 1997), page 129.
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The GrindstoneEra:
L ooking Back, L ooking Ahead

Murray Thomson
Paper given at the 2001 Annual Meeting of the CFHA

1. Introduction Service Committee was presented with a 12
acre island, complete with a large lodge and
Although | am unable to present, in 15 fireplace, several useable houses and cabins,
minutes, the Grindstone Era of the Sixties,a boathouse and a boat, for a rental cost of
the seven years in which | was involved, | $1 a year. After a few months of earnest
will focus on a few key elements, and leavediscussion - Friends do not like to rush
the rest for another time. Indeed, this chal-blindly into things - the Service Committee
lenge has rekindled in me, and | hope someagreed to a one year contract with its owner
of you, the desire to examine that creative,Diana Wright, herself an activist for peace,
turbulent and exciting period in our lives in women's rights and the environment Indeed,
the form of a thesis, a book, or even aseveral questions did require immediate and

movie. practical answers: Who would use the
Island, and for what purposes? Who would
2. Beginnings prepare the programs? How would the many

necessary operations be managed: maintain-
In the Fall of 1962 the Canadian Friendsing the water supply, electricity and plumb-
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ing? Who would do the cooking? Would tiated and led the French-English Dialogues.
Friends groups in Ottawa, Montreal, Ottawa Friends took the lead in establishing
Kingston and Toronto, the four nearestthe annual Conferences for Diplomats.
Meetings, cooperate and take an active partToronto Friends were mainly involved in
Who would provide the staff? How large the InterFaith Seminars. Of course, Friends
would the budget have to be and wherefrom different Meetings also helped to plan
would the funds come from? Would and participate in several of them.
Grindstone not be competing with Camp  Yet only a minority of participants were
Neekaunis for the attention of Friends andactually Quakers. Most of the participants
their supporters? What ethical standardscame from all over the country, the conti-
needed to be maintained, whether or notnent and, increasingly through the years,
Friends groups were using the Centre'sfrom other countries, other religions and
facilities? How would the Centre's staff be other social and political perspectives as

recruited? well. The overall purpose of the Grindstone
Island Peace Centre was stated in these
3. The first year: 1963 terms:

"We believe the securing of a just

| believe we were surprised by how and lasting peace should be the
successful many of these original questions concern of everyone. Such a task
were answered in that first year of 1963. requires all the human and spiritual
True, there were hang-ups, foul-ups, resources that can be mustered. The
blowups and even a holdup of sorts when Centre provides opportunities to
the cook we had hired nearly got away with  develop such resources. Through
a large box full of lamps, sweaters, loose programs of education, training and
change and other things she had gathered action, it seeks to contribute to the
and stored away for a rainy day! But that quality of ideas and action, and to
first year set both the administrative and the the growth of insight and skills
program patterns for the entire decade. In a required by peacemakers today."
relatively short summer period of three
months we managed to have a total of 164. The Major Themes
different programs on the Island, most but
not all sponsored by Friends. There was an The spiritual base for the initiation and
opening and closing work camp, the first of conduct of the Peace Centre was, of course,
several annual InterFaith  Seminars,the Quaker Peace Testimony. We tried,
Training Institutes in  Nonviolence, always, to have a Quaker core present on
Conferences for Diplomats, Unesco the Island, whether we were in charge or
International Seminars and French Englishnot. And so, even at the annual conferences
Dialogues. All of these were cosponsoredfor diplomats or for journalists, one could
by the Service Committee but with the usually find one or more of them down at
active involvement of Friends Monthly Moonwatchers' Point in one of the silent
Meetings. For instance, Thousand Islandsperiods of meditation. And there were
and Ottawa Friends were intimately several activities in the course of the decade
involved in conducting the work camps. which were designed essentially by and for
Hamilton Friends planned and conductedFriends. These included some of the work
the Unesco Seminars. Montreal Friends ini-camps, a Friends Seminar on Education,

Canadian Quaker History Journal, No. 66, 2001 13



Service Committee, was to arrange for their
annual meeting of Peace Secretaries to
come to Bolton camp north of Toronto,
there to meet with journalist Pu Chao Min
and his colleague, the only mainland
Chinese on the entire North American conti-
nent!
yr The very idea of working for peace had
r ’ . been besmirched by the belligerence and
- lies of Senator Joe McCarthy in the USA.
Nor was it furthered by those who equated
, peace and freedom with the goals and prac-
tices of the Soviet Union.
Given these social and political condi-
- tions, then, a number of major themes
Murray Thomson (left) talks to a participant,  geyeloped through each of the seven years
Grindstone Island, 1965. of the Sixties. The first one was that of
nonviolence: both as a philosophy, and as a
another on Friends and World Poverty.method for combatting injustice. Each
Other pacifist groups like the Fellowship of summer, from 1963 on a ten day training
Reconciliation also held their own programsinstitute in nonviolence was held in which
on the Island. participants became familiar with the theo-
We recognized, however, that the attain-ries and the people, such as Gandhi and
ment of peace and justice was not to beMartin Luther King, who popularized the
brought about by a tiny group of Quakersconcept and applied it in campaigns for
located in the northern half of this vast con-social justice.
tinent. Remember, too, that the Centre's Also explored at four of the institutes
start coincided with the growth of a conti- was the concept of nonviolent civilian
nent-wide, indeed global explosion of defense. In 1965, the training institute fea-
concern for social change. Hydrogen bombdured a sociodrama which lasted for 31
were being tested in the atmosphere andhours, in which the island community
Strontium 90 was found in mothers' milk. sought to resist, nonviolently, an invasion
The hideous war in Vietnam was escalatingoy five symbolically-armed men. The find-
and thousands of young Americans wereings were written up in a publication enti-
coming to Canada, saying "Hell, no; wetled Thirty One Hours, published by the
won't go!" Buddhist monks were immolat- Canadian Friends Service Committee, and it
ing themselves in the streets of Saigon, and¢an be found in the Toronto Friends House
one young American pacifist in Library.
Washington. A second theme, closely related to the
There was absolutely no contact in thosefirst, was that of opposing nuclear weapons,
days between the most powerful nation onseeking a ban on testing them and introduc-
earth, the US, and the most populousjng them into Canada. One of the exercises
China. One of the more useful things theat the 1964 TINV, for example, was prepa-
Canadian Friends Service Committee didration for those planning to block the
for their counterpart, the American Friendsentrance to the base in Quebec where nukes
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were stored. Through role-playing, particip- A fourth theme was that of a Dialogue

ants practiced being dragged by "guards" orbetween English and French Canadians,
the front lawn of the Centre, and beingwhich usually began during a weekend in
prepared for rough treatment. Montreal and ended on the Island. There

A third theme, reflected in both the was the time we waited for René Levesque,

Conferences for Diplomats and the Quaker-scheduled to speak but who never arrived.
Unesco International Seminars had to doAnd here's a quote from the 1967 Dialogue:
with strengthening the United Nations, with "For the first time, perhaps, many of the
the development of international law andEnglish-speaking participants, (by listening
global responsibility. One could spend theto Prof. Giles Greniere of the RIN) caught
entire afternoon discussing this theme. Eacland understood the mood of the angry
spring, Alan and Hanna Newcombe pre-young intellectuals of Quebec: why they
pared for the 10 day Unesco Seminars irfeel that way and what they want Quebec
which simulation exercises were featured.and the world to become."”
Some of the issues discussed may sound A fifth theme was that represented by
familiar: they were the Arab-Israeli conflict; the InterFaith Seminars, the first time some
violent conflict in southern Sudan; UN of us worshipped the Catholic way, or the
peacekeeping; the Vietham War and thelewish way, on the lawn under the big oak
isolation of China. tree.

If the nonviolence institutes represented  Other themes were youth and the issues
the prophetic voice of Quakers, the confer-they faced, examined in the annual High
ences for diplomats were the voice of recon-School Workshops, freedom of the media in
ciliation. Many stories could be told. At one the two Conferences for Journalists, and a
of them | remember the Hungarian diplomatvariety of other themes and subthemes in
saying that in capitalist countries man programs conducted by other organizations,
exploits man. But in socialist countries it's including the Fellowship of Reconciliation,
exactly the opposite! Canadian Teachers Federation, Voice of

The start of the 1968 Conference coinci-Women, World Federalists, Campaigns for
ded with the Soviet invasion of Nuclear Disarmament and the International
Czechoslovakia. That morning we hadConfederation for Disarmament & Peace.
several cancellations from the Eastern Bloc.The Student Union for Peace Action,
But the UN's Political Adviser to the SUPA, got its start on the Island, as did, 15
Secretary General came anyway and addeyears later, Peace Brigades International.

a great deal to the discussions. | have run out of time and yet only

An incident illustrates the difficulty for lightly touched on the subject. What | am
Friends trying to play both prophetic and struck with in this brief reexamination, is
reconciling roles. Following the 1966 how relevant most, if not all of the themes
Conference for Diplomats, Jack Pocock,we discussed 35 and 40 years ago are today:
who had been the Island's warden and constill relevant, still burning, still seeking solu-
ference host, took part in an anti-Vietnamtions!
war vigil in front of the US Embassy in What did the Island mean to the over
Ottawa. The US Third Secretary, who had1,000 people who took part in one or more
been on Grindstone the previous weekof its programs? A great variety of experi-
spotted Jack, complained, and did not parences, reflecting the turbulent times and
ticipate the following summer. changing mores brought to it. We had one
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Quaker Friend who strongly opposed any
kind of strong drink but who championed
nude bathing. Another Friend strongly
opposed nude bathing but was open to
having an occasional drink. Many of the
ethical and moral questions facing the
general public in the Sixties were a part of
the subculture of the Centre, causing the
staff massive headaches and problems but
also new insights.

One of my favourite evaluations was
made or sent in following her time on the
Island. She was from Saskatchewan and this
is what she wrote:

of man's helplessness, and the dis-
covery of a new freedom of
innocence. It is our inability to
combine successfully the tools of
science and the people.

Yet | hope that Grindstone is the
ultimate discovery that if you don't
fear: death or results or what other
people think, or fear for your person-
ality... and if you don't fear for your-
self, you can become free - truly free
and strong and wise, and you can
work through the most impossible
conflicts.

Grindstone is discovering that if we

Going to Grindstone is a trip through
time... into another dimension... |
came in the back way, into the boat
house, and the first impression is that
everything is falling to pieces. In
some ways this is part of the magic:
the melting in or absorption of the

had a million Grindstones in the

world, and kept dumping people on

them for 10 days at a time, we'd

know who was strong and who was

weak... and that tenderness can be
found in the most unlikely places.

(Maryjo Kinzel, 1967).

buildings into the island. At first |
thought: why don't they fix things
up? But now my feeling is: not too
much too fast. Be careful; don't
superimpose the new, the brash, into
this.

For Grindstone is standing on the
porch and being startled by a field
mouse rushing into the flower bed. It
is the rabbit freezing on the front
lawn before the lodge, then fleeing
into the underbrush. It is the giant
oak tree with old dried acorns that
hurt the feet and crush under the
shoes. It is the old rope swing that
one feels may break at any moment,
but that is worth the fall for the
exhilaration of a swing when things
get too tough.

It is the tension created by the enclo-
sure of water, the compression effect
that it has on a group of people.
Grindstone is the ultimate discovery
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The Origins of the Canadian Quaker Committee
on Native Concernst

Jo Vellacott
Paper given at the 2001 Annual Meeting of the CFHA

Thefollowing is offered both for itsvalueas  involved as way opens to attempt to facili-
historical narrative and as an example of a tate a settlement. We ask Canadian Yearly

Quaker concern carried forward under Meeting to support the efforts of the ad hoc
guidance and with the safeguards of due group in this cause.”
process.? Shortly after, a group of Frientisound
themselves led to go to Anicinabe. Within a
ANICINABE: few days, with some funding from CFSC,
Friends acting under concern they were camping just outside the gate to

Anicinabe park, between the police and the

In August 1974, Anicinabe Park in occupying Warrior Society. They succeeded
northwestern Ontario was occupied byin gaining some acceptance and trust from
members of the Ojibway nation. Violence both, and both proved to be anxious, in fact,
seemed likely: the native people wereto avoid bloodshed. A vocal minority in the
armed, and had fired shots in the air; armedsurrounding white community, however,
police were patrolling outside the encamp-was putting pressure on the police and the
ment; and feeling was running high amongauthorities to take back the park by force,
the racist elements in the local white com-and escalated the tension by driving around
munities. the perimeter at night with guns. An import-

Canadian Yearly Meeting, in session atant part of the work Friends undertook was
the time (at Memramcook, N.B., 14-18 to reach out into the community and identi-
August), approved the following report of a fy and help to mobilize some of the people
group of concern which had met during theand groups who did not want to see a
week, and encouraged the group to continueriolent end to the standoff, and were
its work: "The confrontation between the uncomfortable with the racism which they
Ojibway people in the Kenora, Ontario, areasaw around them daily.
with various levels of government, occur- After some days the immediate crisis
ring just before and during Canadian Yearlywas resolved, the Ojibway gave up their
Meeting, has occupied our hearts andoccupation of the park, and "a committee of
minds. We are concerned that activereconciliation between white and Indian
violence not erupt, and equally concernedpeople” was set up. Friends had been guided
that long-standing grievances be under-into playing an important role in this
stood, and all measures of settlement ofoutcome. However, as Canadian Yearly
these grievances encouraged. Friends at thisleeting had recognized, helping to bring
Yearly Meeting have gathered into a smallthe armed standoff to a nonviolent conclu-
ad hoc group to keep informed about thesion could only be a beginning, not an end.
situation, including the underlying causes  Betty Polster recalls a conversation with
and fears, and to offer our services to alla young Ojibway, which took place in the
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burned-out office at the entrance to the parkGrassy (previously the major employer in
He told her that his mother was Chief at Ratthe area) had closed, the cats at White Dog
Portage, and that he had early recognizeand Grassy Narrows were dead of “cat
the needs of his people and had studied hardancing disease”, the result of mercury
at school and university in order to fit poisoning, and the people were still eating
himself to speak out on their behalf to thethe fish, despite notices posted by an insen-
ruling white authorities. When he came sitive government, reading "FISH FOR
back to his community he had striven by FUN, NOT FOR FOOD!"
every legitimate means to bring a number of | want to stay mainly with the work of
problems and injustices to the white men inthe Ad Hoc Committee, rather than cover-
positions of power. No one had listened, heng the mercury issue in detail, and in fact
said, until he and his friends had occupiedthe mercury problem was only one of many
Anicinabe and had fired their guns; they hadcontributing factors and government actions
fired only in the air, as they did not want to which had brought the Ojibway of the
hurt anyone. Betty was struck by the realiza+egion into despair. The Grassy Narrows
tion that Friends too had been paying littleBand had, for instance, been moved from
attention to the concerns of aboriginaltheir traditional location for administrative
people until violence seemed to threatenyeasons, and had then not been provided
and had done little indeed to "remove thewith promised services. But the close rela-
causes of war". tionship between the Ojibway and the lakes
Friends left Anicinabe with a commit- and the fish has to be remembered if we are
ment to meet with native leaders in the aredo form an idea of what they were going
to find out more of what lay behind the through, and why the disaster was spiritual
Anicinabe incident. The taking of the park and psychological as much or more than it
had been symbolically important in itself, aswas economic and material. For me, one
the reclaiming of traditional aboriginal land; incident brought this home. Driving in one
but it had also been a desperate attempt tday from Kenora - a two-hour drive along
draw attention to long-standing grievances.rough logging roads - Peter Newberry and |
We were invited in particular to look into had a Grassy Narrows man with us in the
the problem of mercury pollution, which car. As we came over the crest of a hill, we
was at the root of a great deal of the sociataught a glimpse of a lake shining below us,

distress on several reserves. and the Ojibway said, with intense bitter-
ness, "There's the poison!" | find | cannot
MercuryPollution really convey the layers in his tone; it was

his lake, part of his blood and bone, the
The White Dog and Grassy Narrows source of his food, the home of his spirit,
Bands were among those whose lives ha@nd it had been made into the enemy.
been most severely affected by mercury By November 1974, again assisted by
pollution, and they were anxious to getCFSC, a small team was working on the
independent medical assessment; what littlenercury pollution issue, which had several
assessment had been done by governmefdacets. The medical one was urgent, and in
had given them little information and no the course of the next two years, Peter and
satisfaction. Meanwhile, the waters of theSoo Newberry (and, for two months, Jo)
English-Wabigoon system were contaminat-spent much time at Grassy Narrows attempt-
ed, a large hunting and fishing lodge nearng some assessment of the effects suffered,
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with limited medical facilities and in very The work at Grassy also involved
difficult conditions. Imagine a medical community and service projects, including
clinic, equipped with a washroom, bath, canoe building, improving the insulation of
toilet, shower, hand sink - buio running  the houses, a school lunch programme, a
water; even water to wash the mud caked'Fish for Food" enterprise (members of the
floor had to be carried in pails from a singlecommunity fished in the nearest lakes
ice-cold tap on the side of the teachers' resibelieved unaffected by mercury pollution,
dence, some distance away. Nor was therand brought the fish back to freezers provid-
any sewage facility on the reserve, nor anyed by the government at Grassy), a bead and
uncontaminated water supply; several year¢eather craft programme of the women's
later the government finally built the prom- sewing club, garbage cleanup and disposal.
ised sewage lagoon. Most were initiated by the community, or
In March 1975, a team of Japaneseby people within the community in consul-
doctors and scientists, hearing of thetation with Friends; Friends' role was to
mercury pollution, came to Canada to offerprovide resource people if requested, and to
their help, spending some time in Grassykeep the mercury issue in the public eye,
Narrows and White Dog, where their expertwhich helped both to make funds available
knowledge, gained as a result of the shockand on occasion to cut through red tape at
ing mercury pollution episode at Minamata, various government levels. For a while,
was put to good use, and also traveling td-riends were also able to fund an Ojibway
Toronto and Ottawa, where they did a greaproject manager at Gras$y. JolLeigh
deal to help publicize the seriousness of th&€ommandant also spent time there, working
situation. In early August, a group of with the community.
Ojibway, and Peter Newberry, went to
Minamata at the invitation of the victims, Public And Political Awareness
and the Japanese made another visit in

September. Back in Toronto, the committee had
grown large and was kept busy providing
Community Development support and care for those working in the

field and for the concerns of the Grassy resi-
Peter Newberry became extensivelydents. Norman Polster and Phyllis Fischer
involved in community development at continued to explore scientific research into
Grassy, as well as simply being available tomercury pollution. Keeping the issue in the
provide medical service on a day by daypublic eye and in the awareness of politi-
basis, a task which at first took a great deatians at several levels was an essential part
of time because of the high level of of the work. The CBC's "As It Happens" ran
violence, the product of alcohol and despairtwo programmes in November 1975, enti-
During the first seven weeks that he spent atled "A Clear and Present Danger”, and in
Grassy, there was a violent death almosthe course of their research brought pressure
every week; this in a community of aboutto bear on the government to disclose the
400 people. The band had agreed to theesults of tests they had been conducting on
presence of a detachment of four Ontariocontamination of fish near the effluent of
Provincial Police, living in trailers on the the Reed paper plant in Dryden. Friends
edge of the reservation, but they could doalso obtained samples of the effluent from
little to help, and were ill-fitted for the task. the plant (the government ran its tests on
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samples provided by the company), andStructure

Norman Polster's report was presented by

JoLeigh to the Federal Standing Committee The ad hoc committee suggested at
on Mercury. Press conferences and publicCanadian Yearly Meeting 1975 that they
demonstrations were held, as well as manghould become "an autonomous committee
public meetings, and there was extensiveof CFSC" (minute 39), but instead it was
liaison with other groups concerned with continued until 1977 as a committee of
ecology and native issues. Gini Smith wasYearly Meeting, with an understanding that
released for a number of months to travelit could draw on CFSC for funds, as well as
among Friends, native peoples, and manyaising its own. Canadian Yearly Meeting

different religious groups. named it the "Native Peoples Committee",
but it was known fairly consistently (and
WideningConcerns more appropriately) from that time on as the

"Quaker Committee for Native Concerns".
The global nature of the problems facedRegular reports  were made to
by native peoples quickly led to the interestsRepresentative Meeting and to Canadian
of the committe widening to embrace a Yearly Meeting.
variety of concerns, in some of which CFSC's report to Canadian Yearly
Friends were already active in one or otheiMeeting in 1976 (minute 39) begins, "1975
part of Canada, and led also to the makingsaw the completion of the transition of
of connections with other church and inter-CFSC from a largely international service
faith groups. organization to one with an equal commit-
A great deal of publicity attended a ment to concerns at home and abroad”; its
Native Caravan's journey across the countrycontinued support for QCNC is noted as
in September 1974, and its arrival in part of this transition. QCNC remained as a
Ottawa, where the First Nations peoplecommittee of Canadian Yearly Meeting for
occupied a government-owned building foranother year, but experienced increasing
some weeks. Friends JoLeigh Commandandlifficulties in developing a structure that
and Derek Day traveled from Winnipeg would "be not only accountable and suppor-
with the caravan; JoLeigh played an import-tive to those involved but also free enough
ant and courageous role in diffusing tensionto be sensitive to the winds of the spirit.”
between the First Nations and the police(Canadian Yearly Meeting, 1975: min. 73)
after its arrival. Other Friends helped coor-In 1977, on the recommendation of a com-
dinate support, and a small group hadmittee set up for the purpose, Canadian
spoken to the Ottawa police and the RCMPYearly Meeting transferred QCNC to
ahead of time in an attempt to reduce theCanadian Friends Service Committee, as " a
quite extraordinary level of tension which working group” (Canadian Yearly Meeting,
built as the small caravan approachedl977, min.73). By this time QCNC had its
Ottawa. Friends also were observers at awn office and part-time staff (Donna
demonstration held by the caravan member8erry). The particulars of the structural
on Parliament Hill a day or two later, and transition took "hundreds of person hours"
witnessed the dispersal of what was noof another specially appointed committee to
more than a small crowd by the Riot Squadwork out (Canadian Yearly Meeting, 1978,
in all its gear. min.48), and for details readers are referred
to Minute 15 of Canadian Yearly Meeting
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1978. been the most important of all the develop-
What | shall now call QCNC (which has ments of the past twenty years, stemming
more recently become the Quakerfrom the resolve of Canadian Yearly
Aboriginal Affairs Committee) addressed Meeting in 1974; Friends have come far and
many other concerns and issues betweeare still learning.
1974 and 1977 included racial tension and
alcoholism in the Kenora region; arsenic inFootnotes:
the water supply of Yellowknife's native
community; land claims; the desecration of1. | was not present at Canadian Yearly Meeting in
Native burial grounds; police harassment 0f1974, nor at Anicinabe Park, so my knowledge of the
Native people in Canada; the Mackenzieaction there is at best secondhand. | have sent this
Valley Pipeline Enquiry (the Berger account to Betty Polster to check for errors of fact. |
Commission); liaison with native students have made use of the Minutes of Canadian Yearly
in Alberta; Uranium Strip Mining in Meeting, as well as of my personal recollections, but
Saskatchewan; the effects of resource devehave not done further research in newspapers and
opment throughout the north; the death ofjournals of the time. The following Canadian Yearly
Anna Mae Aquash; the defense of Leonardvieeting Minutes refer: 1974, 26, 63; 1975, 38 (pp 22-
Peltier; contact with native people in 23), 39 (pp 35-49, which includes detailed reports
Ontario and federal prisons; a growing reali-and a month-by-month calendar of activities), 56, 57;
zation of the intimate connection between1976, 39, 43; 1977, 73.
disregard for native peoples and disregar@. A short version of this article was originally pub-
for ecology. Some of the ways of working lished inCanadian Friend, Vol. 92, No.1, January-
on these concerns included liaison with theFebruary 1996, pp. 13-16.
American Indian Movement, with the 3. The Friends who went to Anicinabe were Norman
Canadian Association in Support of Nativeand Betty Polster, JoLeigh Commandant (who had
Peoples, and with native spiritual leaders, asirst brought the concern to Canadian Yearly
well as with the Mennonites and other Meeting, and provided information on the issues),
church groups; attendance of JoLeighLois Dunning, Caroline Ackerman (and two of her
Commandant (representing FWCC) at thechildren), and Richard Broughton. It should not be
U.N. Conference on Discrimination Against supposed that Friends were altogether without inter-
Native Peoples; continued training of estin the condition of the native peoples before this
committee members and others in thetime; for instance, that same summer (1974) Bert and
understanding and practice of nonviolencejrmgard King had traveled with Ed Newbery of
and the building up of a resource centre orLaurentian University to a number of First Nations
native concerns - clippings, reports, data oneservations (Ed, whose surname is misspelt in most
mercury pollution, audiovisual materials - in Canadian Yearly Meeting minutes, was a United

the QCNC office in Friends HouSe. Church minister, and active in Laurentian's native
studies programme).
Conclusion 4. Where did the funding for all these projects come

from? CFSC put in a considerable sum. First the

One of the items in a report to CanadianNational Indian Brotherhood and later the Donner
Yearly Meeting (1976: min. 39) on the Foundation paid Peter a salary for some part of the
directions taken by QCNC reads "Learningtime, the whole of which he used (except for what it
to listen to the concerns and wishes of theost him in income tax) as seed money in community
people on the reserves...". Possibly this haslevelopment projects (I believe this does not show
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up in financial statements to Canadian Yearly
Meeting as it was a private arrangement). Soo
Newberry was paid by the National Indian
Brotherhood to do the hair sampling. The Save the
Children Fund paid the two Ojibway women who
worked on the school lunch programme, and the
parents of the children paid the cost of ingredients,
which was kept to 25 cents a meal by bulk buying
organized by Caroline Ackerman; Government
financing was obtained for the Fish for Food pro-
gramme (to buy freezers and pay the fishers); indi-
vidual Friends, Meetings, and other persons and
groups contributed generously.

5. Some of the people active in the concern in the
early days were Nancy Pocock, Gini Smith, Norman
and Betty Polster (in Toronto on sabbatical from
Argenta Friends School), Caroline Parry, Peter
Newberry, Soo Newberry, Jo Newberry (Vellacott),
Caroline Ackerman (Winnipeg), JoLeigh (who also
made an extended stay in Grassy Narrows) and Alex
Commandant, Phyllis Fischer, Joy Saunders, and
many others. Support also came from a number of
Meetings.

6. Others who were active in these various concerns -
and no list will be nearly complete - include Fred
Franklin, Martin Cohnstaedt, Bill Curry, Dee Mary
Hyde, Loren Hepler, Jean Atkinson.
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modem lifestyles of some Friends often
perplexed him and he was reluctant to
accept such new conditions. Nevertheless,
he remained highly respected and welcomed
in traveling among Friends.

Although most of his time was spent on
work for Friends, he did make opportunities
for his other interests, such as his love of
classical and church music, his interest in
nature, and his hobby of astronomy, begun
back in his days in Vienna where he had
spent much time with a noted astronomer.

When he died on October 16, 1979,
messages of appreciation for his life and
work came from Friends across Canada,
from the United States, and from other parts
of the world. One summarized these
thoughts: "The honest, unassuming, and
spiritual presence which he was, would lead
us to say, 'Not to him but to God be the

praise and thanks for his life'.

34

Canadian Quaker History Journal, No. 66, 2001



expense. Such increased contacts hav@uaker-in-Residence at Friends House.
meant a more vigorous and active group, &lthough he did not live in the House, he
truly “Canadian" Yearly Meeting. was available for consultations with inquir-
While Fred did not approve totally of ers and others several days each week. He
moving the site of the annual sessions awaylso continued as Visitation Secretary for
from Ontario, because of the high cost ofthe Home Mission and Advancement
travel that would mean, he did agree that th&Committee, visiting many Meetings across
yearly meeting should be a nationwide Canada and representing Friends on affiliat-
group and he worked energetically to makeed bodies.
such a move a success. Until 1970 the Fred's outstanding sense of responsibility
yearly sessions had been held in Ontario; irand loyalty toward the Religious Society of
1970 they were held in Saskatoon,Friends, based on his deep religious convic-
Saskatchewan. Since that time the sessionsons, resulted in truly sacramental service.
have been alternated between eastern andis example led others to expect the same
western locations and Ontario. level of honesty and service from them-
Fred was concerned over the imbalanceselves.
between the outward expressions of life as a He was concerned to see Christian values
yearly meeting and the inward spiritual put into practice in the contemporary world.
nurture needed to maintain those expresHis ministry in Meetings for Worship was
sions. As he said, "It is necessary that theralways moving and continued as an expres-
be a spiritual identity which is recognizable sion of his Christian faith up until the time
by members of the Society as being theof his final hospitalization in 1979. He often
foundation on which the outward efforts quoted from John Greenleaf Whittier, his
rest.” favorite poet: 'l only know | cannot drift
In 1967 Fred was accepted as a Fellow abeyond His love and care.”
Woodbrooke, the Quaker Study Center in His total dedication to the work of the
Birmingham, England and he spent theReligious Society of Friends was such that
academic year of 1967-1968 there. Duringat times it appeared he felt that he was the
that time he wrote his book 1921-1967only person who could do things. That
which has become a definitive work on caused some Friends to feel uneasy because
Canadian Quakerism. He returned there fotoo much power rested in one individual.
a term in 1972, after his retirement, as alikewise, he was so careful about all money
special gift from Canadian Friends to thankmatters that he often took a parsimonious
him for his untiring devotion as their approach to such matters as salary scales.
Secretary-Treasurer. During that second After his retirement as the yearly meet-
period at Woodbrooke he wrote Someing's Secretary-Treasurer he felt he still had
Reflections on Life, a manuscript which hasa task among Canadian Friends and hoped
not yet been published. It is a commentaryto travel, giving spiritual leadership.
on his outlook on philosophy, Quakerism, However, his conservative out-look did not
peace and social concerns, and astronomyenable him to feel reconciled to the newer
For him that account was not a completeddeas surfacing in Canadian Quakerism.
work but merely an attempt to outline someOften he' was resistant to new ways of
important personal, national, and globalaccomplishing things and was inclined to
perspective's on life. avoid giving full access to yearly meeting
Back in Toronto, he served for a time asinformation, especially about finances. The
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issues as they needed to use their limitedYearly Meeting (Conservative). In 1931 all
time and energy on such matters as the workhree had taken part in the formation of the
of the Canadian Council of Churches andCanadian Friends Service Committee and
representations to the Canadian governall three had taken part in programs at Camp
ment. NeeKauNis. Continuously he had pointed
His association with the Friends Generalout the waste involved in three separate
Conference was largely indirect, but he wasorganizations, the insufficiency of commu-
active on the executive committee of thenication, and the lack of a central point
Friends World Committee for Consultation which could collect and supply information
(American Section) and often representedconcerning Canadian Quakers.
Canadian Friends at the triennial sessions of The final union of these three groups
that group. His earliest contact of that naturetook place in 1955 with the formation of the
had been back in 1920 when he attended th€anadian Yearly Meeting. By extensive
Young Friends Gathering at Jordans,visitation across the 4000 miles of Canada,
England, held at the same time as the firsEred encouraged new Meetings. Heartened
World Conference of Friends, in London. by those contacts, Friends in Alberta and
For many years Fred was often the onlyBritish Columbia became active in the new,
Canadian Quaker avail able to representnited yearly meeting. For many years those
Friends on the boards and commissions ofvestern Meetings had held dual member-
the Canadian Council of Churches. Thatship in the Pacific Yearly Meeting and in
earned him the nickname "Mr. Quaker." one in Canada. At that juncture, however,
The ecumenical association of Canadiarthey opted for membership only in the
Friends and the part taken in that associaCanadian Yearly Meeting, although main-
tion by Fred Haslam is detailed in his booktaining friendly ties with the Pacific
1921-1967. Believing as he did that world- Friends.
wide ecumenical action was important, his After the three yearly meetings joined,
representation of Friends on the Canadiai€much work remained to form a cohesive
Council of Churches and its predecessorgroup. Prior to that time all the work of the
the Christian Social Council of Canada, wasyearly meetings had been done by volun-
one of his most valuable contributions to theteers. In 1960 a permanent office for the
life of the Canadian Yearly Meeting. Canadian Yearly Meeting was established
Especially in relation to relief work, his in the Toronto Meetinghouse, with Fred
guestion often was, "Why try to do the job Haslam as its full-time Secretary-Treasurer.
with a teaspoon when by cooperation youUsing his talents as an administrator, he
can use a bulldozer?" organized the information files, set up a
He encouraged all efforts to bring the regular accounting system, and applied to
three yearly meetings of Friends in Canadahe government for recognition as a
together. The recovery from the separationsCharitable Organization.”
of the 19th century were slow, however. In  In addition, he greatly increased contact
1928 Friends of the Canada Yearly Meetingwith the Meetings across the vast expanse
(affiliated with the Five Years Meeting) and of Canada and set up a fund for members to
Genesee Yearly Meeting (affiliated with the attend committee meetings. Without that
Friends General Conference) began meetingund it would have been impossible for
in concurrent and joint sessions. In 1944many persons to attend because of the dis-
they were joined by members of the Canaddances involved and the consequent

32 Canadian Quaker History Journal, No. 66, 2001



on the political or expediency basis of well aware of the problems faced by prison-
peace. ers and their families. Consequently he was
For many years, up until his death in fact,concerned about prison reform. But he
he was a member of the Corporation ofworked slowly on such changes as he
Pickering College in Newmarket, Ontario. wanted such reforms to be well founded.
That institution had begun in 1841 as aOften his careful pace led activists to be
coeducational secondary school. In 1916 iimpatient with his outlook; they felt that his
had been used for disabled soldiers, espeapproach was ineffectual. Nevertheless he
cially those affected mentally by their war continued his careful way. Frequently he
experiences. The school was reopened imwas asked by authorities to visit in the
1927 as a private boys school and was ndoronto jail. On such visits he was repeated-
longer responsible to the Canadian Yearlyly distressed by the living conditions, which
Meeting, although a majority of the he protested against. He supported the John
Corporation members were still Quakers.Howard and Elizabeth Fry Societies in their
Until 1969 it was the only location for work with prisoners and ex-prisoners and
yearly meeting sessions; thereafter-yearlycooperated  with the Criminology
meetings were held there every two years. Committee of the Christian Social Council
In 1960 when Friends decided to estab-of Canada when it made a survey of the
lish a small school under the care of thepenal institutions in Ontario and Quebec.
Argenta Meeting in British Columbia, Fred  Growing out of his experiences In
encouraged their efforts. Vienna, Fred developed a strong concern
His opposition to capital punishment wasfor the needy children of the world. He was
strong and he exerted strenuous efforts tanitiated into the work of the Canadian Save
effect its abolition, including service in the Children Fund by Albert Rogers.
several organizations concerned with thattventually he joined the Executive
issue. With other Friends he helped toCommittee of that organization and support-
produce for the C.F .S.C. a leaflet on capitalked its many projects, becoming in time one
punishment, and he urged the membepf its Honorary Presidents. In 1977 he was
churches of the Canadian Council ofawarded the Canada Medal on the 25th
Churches to examine this issue. Whenanniversary of the Queen's accession, in
capital punishment was finally abolished inrecognition of his many years of devoted
1967, Fred felt that he must maintain con-service to the Fund.
stant vigilance lest it be reinstated.
Throughout his life he also devoted aHis Role in the World Family of Friends
great deal of effort to the temperance move-
ment. He was a total abstainer and encour- For a long time Fred Haslam was the
aged others to do the same. He would nobnly Canadian member of the boards and
even take shelter from the rain in thecommissions of the Five Years Meeting of
doorway of an establishment which servedFriends (now the Friends United Meeting).
alcoholic beverages; and when organizaAt those gatherings he was often affection-
tions served liquor, he always Registeredately called "Mr. Canadian Friend."
his objections. Sometimes those protestflthough he could support many of their
were effective in having such service with- concerns he had to remind them frequently
drawn. that it was sometimes difficult for Canadian
Because he had been in prison, he wasriends to become deeply involved in some
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other Friends to admit failure in that diffi- After the war he cooperated with an ad hoc
cult and perplexing situation. Since thatinterchurch committee in an endeavor to
time, the Sons of Freedom have repeatedbtain compensation for those displaced
their protests over the yearend Quakers ifdJapanese-Canadians and eventually a
British Columbia have maintained contactmillion dollars was distributed to them. To
with them as the way has opened. show their appreciation of his efforts, the
After World War IlI, the Canadian Japanese-Canadians made Fred Haslam an
Friends Service Committee sent food, blan-honorary Japanese-Canadian.
kets, and medicines to India, Japan, Austria, During World War Il large numbers of
and Germany. As that work was a cooperaaliens were interned in Canada in camps at
tive project between the' Service various places. Fred negotiated with the
Committees of the United States and ofgovernment and finally obtained permission
Canada, Fred had to make many trips tdor Friends to visit such camps, even though
Philadelphia for consultations. All this they were located in isolated spots. Fred
necessitated a mass of correspondence, totgcilitated visitation by Quakers even
which he carried out. though some stringent limitations were
Funds gathered by the Ontario placed on conversations with the internees.
Committee for Relief in Japan were chan-Many of the friendships made through such
neled through the Canadian Friends Servicefforts lasted long after the war.
Committee and administered by it. Later,
many kinds of medical supplies were Some of His Other Interests
shipped to Korea. And still later they were
shipped to Vietnam. During the war in  During and after World War 1l Fred
Vietnam, Canadian Friends assisted drafactively opposed cadet training in the
resisters coming from the United States toschools, urging the substitution of other
Canada. Although Fred was not directly more constructive activities. Throughout his
involved in that work, he strongly encour- life he helped to draft many statements on
aged those efforts and assisted wherever hgeace, addressed to the Canadian govern-
could. ment and other groups around the world.
Earlier, during World War II, the Constantly he maintained that wars could
Canadian government decided to follow thebe prevented if all the needy people of the
lead of the American government and toworld were cared for properly. He believed
move all persons of Japanese ancestry fromdeeply that much of the discontent of the
the west coast. Some of those evacueeworld arose from the lack of proper food
went to Toronto. Meanwhile, Friends in and clothing. That feeling led him to
British Columbia were active in assistancesupport relief work and to take an active
to the Japanese-Canadians, helping them ipart in many such projects in different parts
their makeshift camps and schools. Inof the world. He vigorously promoted such
Toronto a Japanese-Canadian Associatioprograms as the Right Sharing of World
was formed and Fred was on its executiveResources, the Canadian Save the Children
committee. In that period the Japanesefund, UNESCO, and the projects of the
Canadians were invited to hold their gather-Friends Service Council (of British Friends)
ings in the Toronto Friends Meetinghouse.in India and parts of Africa. However, he
Fred worked long and arduously to helpinsisted on the primacy of the spiritual basis
such people, many of whom had few assetsof the Friends peace testimony rather than
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scientious objectors similar to what hadthe high esteem in which they were held by
been made for the returning soldiers. Aall factions of the Doukhobors and because
report of the Chinese War Relief Fund, of their long experience in bringing about
which supported the Unit in China, said: reconciliation in areas of tension in many

countries.
The debt, which the Chinese owe to That request for assistance came to Fred
this group, will never be really esti- Haslam in the office of the Canadian

mated. We who have been their Friends Service Committee. The Committee
intimate associates know that millions accepted the challenge and appointed a
unknown to themselves, were aided, if Minorities Committee to work on it. Fred
not saved, by their prompt and effi- was sure that Friends could bring a fresh
cient delivery of relief supplies over a  outlook to the problem but he was not
period of years. certain that they could come up with a solu-
tion. Although he deplored the violent
Arthur Dorland, the Canadian Quaker means of protest, he believed strongly in the
historian, wrote about this project thatright of the Doukhobors to religious
"Without the experience and personal dedifreedom. Emmett Galley, an American
cation of Fred Haslam this project would Friend with experience in conflict situations
never have got off the ground." Many of thein the Near East, was appointed by
young people in the Unit who were not Canadian and American Friends to repre-
Friends at that time, joined the Religioussent Quakers on the scene, and so he moved
Society of Friends later and have remainedo British Columbia to take up his work.
active, concerned members. That involved long hours of consultation
In addition, Fred helped to encourage thebetween Emmett Galley and the two Service
sale of special Dominion of Canada non-Committees, sometimes in Toronto and
interest-bearing bonds for relief purposessometimes in Philadelphia. In all of those
and about $1,000,000 of those bonds wereonferences, Freed Haslam was closely
eventually sold. involved. He carried the burden of the
In 1950 the Sons of Freedom branch ofheavy correspondence and reported to all
the Doukhobors in western Canada werdghe Friends groups involved, as well as
making violent protests against governmentarranging government contracts in Ottawa
actions, particularly about the compulsoryand Toronto.
school attendance for their children. In  When Friends found themselves in the
protest they were burning homes, bombingposition of not having enough money to
electric installations and bridges, andcontinue paying Emmett Galley’s salary, he
staging nude parades in the Kootenay arewas paid by the British Columbia govern-
of British Columbia. At the turn of this ment. Consequently, in the eyes of the Sons
century American Friends had helped theof Freedom, he was no longer an unbiased
Doukhobors emigrate to Canada fromindividual. Friends regretted the necessity of
Russia, where they had not been allowedhat change and that action caused some
religious freedom. So the Canadian govern-controversy about the continued support of
ment asked Canadian Friends to assist thelammett Gulley. That led to protests by the
in solving this difficult and delicate Sons of Freedom against him; eventually he
problem. The authorities felt that Quakershad to give up that work.
were uniquely fitted for the task because of It was extremely difficult for Fred and
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three Quaker yearly meetings in Canada. OrChurches was formed by the Mennonites,
it were members of all three groups. Itsthe Brethren, and Friends, and Fred Haslam
terms of reference were "To unify, coor- served as its Executive and on its Military
dinate, and expand the work of peace, sociaProblems Committee.
concerns, and temperance for Canadian In a letter to the Prime Minister of
Friends." Canada in 1940, Fred suggested various
As he had been involved in the Servicekinds of alternative service which Friends
Committee of one of the Canadian yearlywould be willing to undertake. Among them
meetings, he became active in the newwere:
C.F.S.C. as a volunteer, while working with « Reforestation or other conservation work.
the Radio Tube Company. In 1941, . Maintenance of roads which might other-
however, the Secretary's position in thewise be neglected because of the national
C.F.S.C. was made a full-time, salariedemergency. « Social service work in dis-
position and Fred was selected for that posttressed areas.
He carried on that responsibility until 1956. « Non-competitive agricultural work, the
Originally the work of the committee produce from which might be devoted to
was the feeding of needy' people in otherdesignated social welfare organizations.
parts of the world. But with the outbreak of « Participation in post-war rehabilitation
World War Il, Friends in Canada were facedplans.
with the problems of helping their young « Any combination of the above.
people who were taking the pacifist posi- Those suggestions were accepted and
tion. Hence Fred spent most of his timesome Friends participated in such service in
counselling and assisting Canadian consciCanada
entious objectors. From his own experiences Meanwhile Friends in the United States
in World War | he knew the difficulties persuaded their government to recognize the
c.0.'s faced and was most sympathetic. British Friends Ambulance Unit as a form
In the National Resources Mobilization of alternative service.* They invited
Act of 1940 in Canada only two groups Canadian Friends to explore with their
were recognized as having the right togovernment the possibility of its acceptance
exemption from military service. They were in Canada. So, in 1943, Fred Haslam began
the Mennonites and the Doukhobors.those difficult negotiations. After protracted
Friends were deeply conscious that thereliscussions, recognition was finally granted.
were many sincere conscientious objectorSThen Fred had to deal with the deluge of
who had no religious affiliation or who applications from Friends and others who
were members of churches which did notwanted to join that ambulance unit. Despite
have a specific peace testimony. Fredcthe difficulties, the first group of 20
brought that situation to the attention of theCanadians was accepted by the Unit and
government and when the regulations werehen by the government in 1944,
published in 1941, all conscientious objec- While those young people were serving
tors were included. The governmentin China and elsewhere, Fred kept in close
allowed alternative civilian service but touch with their families and friends by dis-
required that a high percentage of thetributing a Newsletter on their activities.
income gained from such work be given toAfter their return to Canada, assistance to
the Canadian Red Cross. them continued because no educational
In 1940 the Conference of Historic Peaceretraining program had been made for con-
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as a place to bale clothing. took care of all the arrangements. The busi-
In 1930 Albert Rogers asked Fred to findness of that transfer was very complex but
a property north of Toronto, which could be he was the ideal person for that task.
used, as a summer camp for the boys. H8ecause of his business experience he was
found such a suitable place about 90 milesble to tie all the loose ends together admir-
north of Toronto on a beautiful ten acres ofably.
woodland and it was obtained for use initial- Fred was constantly concerned with the
ly by the Boys Club. Later it was also usedconduct of meetings, both the Meeting for
by the Girls Club and by various Quaker Worship and the Meeting for Business. He
groups. The camp was called NeeKauNiswas long a member of the Committee on
the Indian name for "friends” and is now Ministry and Counsel, seeking to be of
owned by the Canadian Yearly Meeting. assistance wherever he could be helpful. His
As a result of his vision of Camp sense of responsibility to the Meeting was
NeeKauNis as a place for a variety of edu-very strong, as witnessed by his statement
cational and recreational programs, it playedhat:
a major part in bringing all Canadian
Friends together in one yearly meeting. At The Meeting will only be as strong
that time there were three yearly meetings: and as effective as the sense of
Canada Yearly Meeting, affiliated with the  responsibility of its members permits.
Five Years Meeting (now the Friends There is, therefore, an obligation
United Meeting); Genesee Yearly Meeting, which commences with the individual
affiliated with the Friends General Friend, which has its relation to the
Conference; and Canada Yearly Meeting, local Meeting and through successive
Conservative. The young people in those stages, to the broadest human relation-
three groups met occasionally at the camp. ships.
They saw no reason for the separation and
pressed for amalgamation, which finally He always maintained that any extension
took place in 1955. of the Toronto Meeting should be into the
In 1940 Fred purchased a small piece ofperipheral areas, and he was instrumental in
property adjacent to the camp andhaving a fund established with that in mind.
bequeathed it to the Yearly Meeting. However, the
In 1942 Fred was appointed interim Meeting decided to solve its overcrowd-
treasurer of the Toronto Monthly Meeting ing problems by building a new, large
when the treasurer was absent for ammeeting room as an extension of the
extended period. On her return, she did noMeetinghouse. Although he was not in total
wish to resume her duties, so Fred wasunity with that decision, he nevertheless
chosen in her place, holding that positionabided by the decision of the Meeting and
until 1942. He had become a member of thdater agreed it had been a good thing.
Toronto Meeting in 1931.
He was also a trustee of the Meeting untilThe CFSCommittee and His Role in It
his death in 1979 and served as one of its
representatives on numerous yearly meeting In 1931 the Canadian Friends Service
committees. When the Meeting made itsCommittee was established as an amalga-
decision to move from a large church down-mation of the service. peace, social con-
town to a house near the University, Fredcerns, and temperance testimony of the
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chairman of the Service Committee ofapartmentin Toronto.
Canada Yearly Meeting and of the Finance He continued, however, to look to the
Committee of the Toronto Monthly future, as he always had, believing that "The
Meeting. At the time Fred Haslam met himfuture, while it is influenced by what has
he had retired from active employment withgone before, is flexible and can be molded,
Imperial Oil, but was still a director of that within limits, for good or ill."
company, with an office in their headquar- In January, 1960, he took up new posi-
ters building. tions as Secretary-Treasurer of the Canadian

When Fred met Albert Rogers, an instantyearly Meeting and as Visitation Secretary
liking sprang up between the two men.of its Home Mission and Advancement
Eventually Fred worked for Albert Rogers Committee. As he phrased it, he was not
as his personal secretary. In that capacityretired"; he was merely "retreaded." The
one of Fred's duties was to collect funds fowisitation work always involved a continu-
the relief of the victims of the war and of ing struggle with the vast area of Canada
famine in Europe and in Japan. Fred's closeut he continued that service even after his
association with Albert Rogers lasted untilretirement in 1972 as the Yearly Meeting
Roger's death in 1932. Secretary-Treasurer.

When the Rogers Radio Tube Company
was established in 1924, to develop alterHis Many Activities with Canadian Friends
nate tubes for battery less radios, Fred
became its Secretary- Treasurer. In 1939 Even though he had no children, Fred
that company was sold and when the nevhad a special love and concern for them and
company took orders for war materials,was popular with them. Perhaps some of
Fred could not conscientiously continue tothat feeling grew out of his experiences in
work for them. Hence he resigned in 1941Vienna in the child-feeding program. He
He had already been giving much of hiswould often tease children, saying that his
time to the work of Friends and he thenname was not "Fred Haslam" but
devoted even more of it to those activities. "Malsahderf," spelling his name backwards

In 1940 Fred Haslam married Maudto amuse them. The Young Friends of the
Watts, who had been his secretary at th&oronto Meeting felt very close to him and
Radio Tube Company. At first they lived in at one time hung his portrait in their gather-
suburban Toronto. Then, after his retiremening spot, which they called "The Fox Penn."
from the Canadian Friends Service In 1924 Fred began to work with Albert
Committee in 1956, they moved to theRogers for the Boys Club, which was spon-
country. He had always dreamed of startingsored by the Toronto Friends Meeting. That
a rural Meeting and study center peripheralvas a club established for the boys attend-
to Toronto, and so Meetings for Worshiping the Sunday School and for boys from
were held in their home. Although Maud the local inner-city neighborhood. Activities
did not join Friends, her support helpedof many kinds were carried on, including a
Fred to maintain his activities with and for bowling alley in the basement. And at one
Quakers at a high level. In 1958 she died ofime a Newsletter was published. Fred
cancer and that terrible blow put an end tadirected the Boys Club for several years
his dream of a Meeting at that location. Heuntil it was disbanded in the early part of
discovered that he could not maintain aloneNorld War |l when the basement was
the home they had built, so he moved to anurned over to the Save the Children Fund
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winter conditions. incarcerated for stealing because they and

It was not until April, 1919-five months their families were starving. Members of the
after the war had ended, that conscientioudission staff spent Christmas Day distribut-
objectors were released. Some of the friending food to prisoners. A report, written by
ships formed during those painful times Fred and printed in one of the Vienna news-
were continued for many years. papers, was instrumental in persuading the

Soon after his return home, Fred's familygovernment to improve prison conditions.
emigrated to Canada. But he remained irHe also helped to start a movement which
England, taking an office position in would aid prisoners upon their release,
London with the Friends Emergency War helping them to re-enter normal life more
Victims Relief Committee, which was then effectively.
concerned with the repatriation of alien During that period in Austria, Fred deter-
internees. There Fred taught himself to typemined to learn the German language and
adding that to his other office' skills. eventually he was able to read, speak, and

After his work there had run its course, conduct the business of the Mission in the
he applied for overseas work with Friendslocal language. Furthermore he maintained
and was accepted for the Relief Mission inhis interest in the German language for the
Vienna, Austria, as secretary to the Head ofest of his life, welcoming every opportuni-
the Mission. ty to practice it in conversations.

Later he was in charge of the 21 food Fred's experiences during World War |
depots, eventually serving as cashierand in Vienna had a powerful impact on his
During those 18 months he gained muchlater years as they laid the groundwork for
experience in dealing with foreign curren- his concern for caring for the unfortunate
cies and coping with the frustrations of people of the world. Thus his later work in
always having too few resources to meet thehe relief efforts of the Canadian Friends
many desperate needs. He also gained aBervice Committee and of the Canadian
interest in statistics from writing reports, Save the Children Fund, plus his prison visi-
using that newly acquired knowledge latertation in Canada, were direct outgrowths of
in communications for Canadian Friends. that earlier period.

His frustration was evident in his letters
home. For example, he wrote: His Emigration to Canada and His Work

There

It is very hard to live amongst it all

and see the suffering, which is abso- In 1921, at the age of 24, he responded to

lutely unparalleled in England, and to  an urgent call from his family to emigrate to

know that one cannot help them Canada. An accident had impaired his
because there are not enough supplies. father's ability to work and Fred was needed

It is a hard fact that adults are depriv- desperately.

ing themselves of things for children, Friends in England gave Fred letters of
and in spite of all their efforts, and all  introduction to Phebe, Wright and Albert S.
our efforts, the children are dying in  Rogers, prominent Friends in Toronto.
increasing numbers. Rogers was descended from the family

which had started the' Toronto Meeting and
He was also concerned about the prisonPhebe Wright was editor of The Canadian
ers in Vienna, many of whom had beenFriend. At that time Albert Rogers was
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incident, Providence School was con-objection. His refusal was not a negative
demned by the municipal authorities and theone; it was his affirmation of a way of life.
students were transferred to more moderrConsequently he took a first aid course with
schools nearby. the intention of serving in the Medical
Because of the family's economic prob-Corps. But when he learned that members
lems, Fred left school immediately follow- of that Corps carried arms, he turned away
ing his 13th birthday, taking a job as a clerkfrom it. He had heard of the Friends
in a cotton mill. However, he continued his Ambulance Unit, but upon application dis-
education in night school classes for severatovered that no further appointments were
years. Believing that continuing educationbeing made at that time.
was a necessity, he read extensively on Fred's refusal to have any part in the
many subjects throughout his life. For acombat caused his incarceration in
period of two years he worked for the Wormwood Scrubs prison in March, 1917.
railway, but later returned to the cotton mill After a period of restricted confinement, he
office. was given jobs as a cleaner and in the
Fred's family was active in the mailbag department. In June, 1917, his
Providence Congregational Chapel, attendapplication for alternate civilian service was
ing two services and two Sunday Schoolfinally approved and he was transferred to
classes each Sunday. The hymns sung dhe Work Centre at Wakefield. The
that time remained Fred's favouritesatmosphere there was quite different from
throughout his life. Among them were the prisons; there were no locks on the
Whittier's "Dear Lord and Father of doors, and freedom of movement was possi-
Mankind"; and "0 Love That Wilt Not Let ble within the local area. After a short
Me Go." period making mailbags, he was given work
When World War | broke out, Fred was in the office. In later years, he wrote of the
17 and had not yet become a pacifist. Atdegree of intelligence of the inmates, some
first he saw Germany as an enemy countryof them being university professors who
and resented its reported atrocities.taught others in their free time.
However, his older brother, Bill, had a At the Work Centre there were many
Sunday School teacher who felt that youngQuakers, and Fred became acquainted with
men should hear both sides of the argumenthem. Subsequently he began to join in
about war. Consequently that teacher preactivities at the Meeting House as a regular
sented the non-war position to his classparticipant in the Adult School and as an
whenever the minister preached a pro-wamttender at the Meetings for Worship. Some
sermon. Discussing his teachings with Bill, of the literature he acquired at that time
Fred had his first exposure to peace ideasiemained his favourites for life.
Conversations with Bill about German When Fred had been at Wakefield about
casualties led Fred to consider the Germana year, bad feeling developed locally against
as men rather than an enemy entity. A reasthe conscientious objectors. When that bit-
sessment of his attitudes followed, leadingterness resulted in riots, the Centre was
to the conclusion that he could not accept a&losed and Fred was sent to the Work
combatant role. Centre at Dartmoor where he continued his
When Fred was conscripted in 1916, hecontact with local Friends. Late in 1918 he
appealed for exemption from military was sent to a very difficult job in South
service on the grounds of conscientiousWales constructing a reservoir under harsh
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FRED HASLAM (1897-1979)
"Mr. Canadian Friend" - A Personal View

by Dorothy Muma*

Over more than a century of Quaker
existence in Canada, many outstanding
Friends have emerged to take an active par
It would be impossible in a short essay tg
summarize the impact of those Friends of
Canadian Quakerism. But through an
account of one of the most prominent-Freq
Haslam-some of the history of Canadian
Quakers may be discerned.

Fred Haslam devoted his entire adult life
to Quakerism, becoming so central a part o
it in Canada that, half in jest, half in earnest
U. S. Friends referred to him as "Mr.
Canadian Friend" and non-Friends in
Canada dubbed him "Mr. Quaker." While
accepting those titles with a smile, he never
theless shrugged them off because of hi
deep concern and characteristic modesty.

One of the most memorable events of his
life occurred on his first night in prison as a
conscientious objector in World War I. The
event was the singing outside by Friends
and other peace advocates who came to tt Fred Hasam
prison each week. Referring to that incident,

Fred used to say, "After the singing ceasedHaslam was a carpenter and cabinetmaker,
| went to sleep feeling clean, relatively while Emily managed a bakery in one part
comfortable, and with the knowledge of of their home.

support from the outside.” That experience His early school years were spent at
was the beginning of Fred Haslam's associapProvidence School, run by the Providence

tion with Quakers. Congregational Chapel, which the family
_ _ attended. The headmaster was a strict disci-
His Early Years in England plinarian who enforced his wishes with a

cane, applied as he saw fit. Rivalry devel-

Fred Haslam was born on May 26, 1897,0ped between sets of boys, and on one occa-

in Middleton, Lancashire, England, and hesjon Fred was set upon by the boy known as
spent his early years in that area. He was th&he cock of the school." Fred defended

second child of Samuel and Emily Haslam,himself successfully and in turn became
having one brother and two sisters. Samuetthe cock of the school." Soon after that
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A Benevolent Alliance:
The Canadian Save the Children Fund and
the Canadian Friends Service Committee
between the Two World Warst

Meghan Cameron, University of Guelph

Between 1922 and 1946, a small, butestablished the Quebec branch of the
enduring Canadian organization grew out ofCanadian Committee of the Save the
an international movement to improve the Children Fund. This paper will focus mainly
welfare of children. Founded in 1922 during on the relationship between the two organi-
an era marked by a universal drive forzations of the Canadian Save the Children
humanitarian relief and an internationalist Fund and the Canadian Friends Service
spirit embodied in the League of Nations, Committee during the inter-war period. Had
the Canadian Committee of the Save thet not been for the support of the Quakers,
Children Fund (CCSCF) built on earlier among other like-minded organizations, the
domestic child-welfare initiatives to elicit Canadian Committee of the Save the
concern for children on a global scale. A Children Fund would have struggled to
self-described non-partisan voluntary activi- maintain itself as a philanthropic body and
ty whose adherents co-operated with othewltimately to achieve administrative inde-
similar organizations, namely the Quakerpendence from the British Fund by 1946.
group, Canadian Friends Service Committee  Despite the amount of historiography on
(CFSC) to achieve its goals, the Fund’s for-state institutions in the twentieth century
tunes fluctuated despite prestigious supportand some philanthropic organizations in the
This support from the Quakers was mostnineteenth century,there is a large deficit
conspicuous during the Spanish Civil Warin twentieth-century international child-
and into the Second World War when joint saving historiography and of its organiza-
committees were formed between the twotions more generally. While there is evi-
groups to collectively raise money for the dence of an international child-saving
respective campaigns. Administratively, the movement in the reports of the Save the
two organizations shared many active Children Fund, and even later in the reports
members, namely Fred Haslam and A. Scotbf UNICEF which was established in 1946,
Montgomery, among other notables. there is surprisingly little historiography on
Similarly, the Canadian Committee of the a subject with such rich primary sources.
Save the Children Fund depended upon th&ven more so, the historiography of
resources of the Quakers in order to main-Canadian non-governmental organizations
tain a strong publicity campaign as is seen(or philanthropy) directed towards children
in the extensive use of radio airtime provid-in or out of Canada is lacking despite the
ed by the Rogers Family, in the publicationfact that there were and continue to be a
of many articles inThe Canadian Friend plethora of charitable organizations that
and in the petitioning of the government have functioned throughout the twentieth
regarding aid to foreign children, that being century. Most of the historiography that
led by Lloyd Williams, the Quaker who focuses on the inter-war period and post-
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World War Two era deals specifically with built. Excellent examples of how the Save
the newly implemented welfare state and itsthe Children Fund participated in an interna-
institutions4 With the exception of a history tional dialogue on child-welfare were found
of the Canadian Jewish Congress Wain the following periodical publications:
Orphans Rescue Movement there has bee®ttawa  Citizen World’'s  Children
little rigorous historical research done in theCanadian Child Welfare News and
area of Canadian international child- Canadian Friendas well as contemporary
saving® There is ample room in Canadian monograph§. One of the most effective
historiography for a critical historical sources for this exercise are the photo-
account of one of English Canada’s firstgraphs, promotional pamphlets and litera-
international child-saving organizations andture that the Canadian Committee of the
of its place within a group of closely knit Save the Children Fund circulated to the

relief and welfare organizations. public either through mailings or as inserts
in daily newspapers. The way in which
Sources international child-savers persuaded the

public was not just a textual venture, but

In order to properly contextualize the was reliant upon a range of media, including
Fund in the public sphere several newspathe heart-wrenching photographs of children
pers were consulted including ti@ttawa who were suffering from the repercussions
Citizenand theToronto Globe Private cor- of international conflict.
respondence, minutes of meetings, lists of A member of the early staff of the
membership and subscription prove invalu-Canadian Committee of the Save the
able in developing a better understanding ofChildren Fund once referred to the Save the
the initial structure of the ad hoc committee,Children Fund as a ‘Great Empire
the permanent committee and the jointPhilanthropy’ stating, “Canada was asked
committee of the CFSC and the Canadiarto join with the British Isles and other parts
Committee of the Save the Children Fund.of the Empire in feeding as many of the
Other sources which were essential for thisunfortunate children in the refugee camps as
investigation include contemporary periodi- the gifts would warrant, and she at once
cals, namely the Save the Children Fundresponded?® It should be noted here, that
publication The World’s Childrenand the the Canadian Committee of the Save the
Quaker publication,The Canadian Friend Children Fund had two headquarters; the
Internal documents such as financial recorddgirst in Ottawa and the second in Toronto.
of subscriptions, donations, and gifts in While there was a separate Fund in British
kind, minutes and reports of the CanadianColumbia, the focus of this paper will be on
Friends Service Committee, various lists ofthe Ontario Canadian Committee and its
subscriptions in th®©ttawa Citizenand the affiliates in Quebec, the Eastern and
Toronto Globe and annual reports of the Western provinces.
Save the Children Fund in England proved
invaluable. International Child welfare: the Save the

Most important here is the use of the Children Fund and Canadian involvement
1924 Declaration of Geneva on the Rights
of the Child (DOG). This document The impetus to start an organization
provides the basic language upon which thesuch as the Save the Children Fund was
international discourse of child-saving is grounded in the post-war world of the 1920s
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that was increasingly conscious of the plightversal appeal of child welfare continues into
of the health and welfare of children. In this century.

1922, Edward Fuller, editor of the Save the Canada’s contribution to such a far-
Children Fund’'s newsletteiThe World’'s reaching humanitarian movement is signifi-
Children, emphasized the legitimacy of the cant and lasting. The first national Canadian
child-saving movement in an international committee of the Save the Children Fund
context. In reaction to the aftermath of thewas established in 1922 but initially
First World War, Fuller acknowledged the remained an organ of the British Fud.
prolific nature of this movement on an inter- Monies raised by Canadian ‘subscribers’
national level: and philanthropists were sent to the London

Probably never before has so much
stress been laid on the importance of
child life or so much thought been
devoted to its welfare. This modern
tendency is reflected all about us —
in our newspapers, with their child-
ren’s sections and supplements, and
on our advertisement hoardings,
with their insistence on the needs of
the child, no less than in the school
clinics, the welfare centres and the
multitude of societies which have
for their object the protection and
welfare of child life, which have
sprung up within the past decade or
so. The Save the Children Fund is
one of these societies, but it is
unique in the breadth of its geo-
graphical scope. It represents the
universal unifying influence of the
child, [...] it has succeeded, as no
society has ever succeeded before in
abolishing within the sphere of its
own work some of those differences
between man and man, and between
race and race, for which in time past
men have tortured and imprisoned
and slaughtered one anotfer.

headquarters where British Save the
Children Fund workers would delegate
rations and clothing to those who were
deemed most needy. The immediate
impetus for Canadian charity came with the
onset of the Russian Famine of 1921-22 that
devastated highly populated regions of the
country, leaving many homeless, hungry
and utterly desolate. The most distressed
victims of this international disaster, accord-
ing to moral reformers and philanthropists
such as Eglantyne Jebb, were the children.
The initial British Save the Children
Fund was established by two affluent
English sisters, Dorothy Buxton and
Eglantyne Jebb. Eglantyne attended Oxford
University with her brother Richard and
pursued a degree in history. Her sister
Dorothy studied economics at Cambridge
where her uncle held a position in the class-
ics department. After university, Eglantyne
produced a study of the charity organiza-
tions in the town of Cambridge which she
published in 19081 Dorothy became
actively involved in politics with her
husband Charles Buxton, a prominent left-
wing politician. During her professional
life, Jebb traveled throughout Europe doing
relief work and it was there where she first
encountered the effects of war on children.

While the above passage could easily belhe sufferings of children in Macedonia and
construed as a late twentieth-centuryVienna in 1917 had a tremendous impact on
observation, it describes the role of the Savdeglantynel? Inspired by what she saw, Jebb
the Children Fund in its international helped to establish the precursor to the Save
context in the 1920s. Nevertheless, the unithe Children Fund, the Fight-the- Famine
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Council, with Dorothy Buxton and Lord
Parmoor in early 1919 with the aim of pro-
viding aid and relief to those countries
ravaged by war. By January 1920, the Save
the Children International Union was estab-
lished and headquartered in Geneva,
Switzerland. The SCIU acted as “the co-
ordinating and unifying body of the child
relief efforts” of the various Save the
Children Funds and Committees throughout
the world13 The first appeal from the Fund
was on behalf of the children in Vienna,
Armenia, Hungary and Czechoslovakia. The
Save the Children Fund helped to raise
money for other associations already estab-
lished as legitimate relief organizations.
Such organizations included the Friends’

The government is prepared,
however, to consider means of co-
operating with voluntary agencies,
should they succeed in effecting
some responsible relief organization
of which the government could

approve. If, for example, a national
organization, similar to the British

Save the Children Fund could be
formed in Canada, either as an inde-
pendent organization or as a branch
of the parent organization in Great
Britain, whereby the efforts of indi-

viduals, societies, or churches or
other agencies could be co-ordinat-
ed, the Government would be pre-
pared to co-operate with such a

Emergency and War Victims’ Relief
Committee  (Quaker), the Armenian
Refugees (Lord Mayor’'s) Fund, Action
Lodge Famine Relief Fund (for Hungary),
Lady Muriel Paget's Missions (to As a result of this formal recognition and
Czechoslovakia and the Baltic States), thesupport from the government, the CCSCF
Serbian Relief Fund, the Serbian Childincluded several honorary members includ-
Welfare Association, and the British ing the Prime Minister, W.L. Mackenzie
Committee for Relief in Polantf.However, King (Liberal) as Honorary President and
a more permanent identity was imperativeArthur Meighen (Conservative) as one of
for the Fund and, in 1921, Lord Weardalethe Honorary Vice Presidents. Other signifi-
was appointed to the executive committeecant members of the new honorary adminis-
whereupon he served as president of thération included W.S. Fielding (Liberal), Sir
Fund until 1923. Louis Davies (Chief Justice), the Honorable
It was this body which began raising T.A. Crerar (leader of the newly formed
money for its own campaigns. The obliga- Progressive Party) and Rodolphe Lemieux
tion to give extended throughout the Empire(Liberal). The government’s support of the
and the collective response from theFund was in the form of “patronage and
Dominions was impressive, but specialpersonnel.” Office accommodation, print-
recognition of Canada was explicit in publi- ing, transport of food-stuffs and other inci-
cations of the British Fund. This point was dental necessities of a nation-wide cam-
crystallized on February 2 1922 when apaign were all provided at the charge of the
committee of the Privy Council of Canada government, and soon the Dominion was
issued a statement of support for any charitringing with the cry, ‘Save the Childrent®
able organization that was similar to theAs a result, Edward Fuller, editor of the
British Save the Children Fund. Approved World's Children and Dorothy Buxton
by Governor-General Lord Byng, the noted that, “particularly generous was a
Council asserted that: response made by Canada to the appeal for

responsible organization towards
rendering effective such measures of
relief as it might undertaki.
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the Russian famine... [and] ... the Canadiarof Canada’s responsibility to the fund:
committee of the Save the Children fund“There is no question of politics in the work
was destined to organise a greatof the Save the Children Fund. It is a call to
campaign.t’ humanity to have pity and charity for the
There were two committees in Canada,little children. Anything given will be liter-
the first established in 1922 and the seconally carrying out the scriptural injunction to
in 1925. These two committees representast our bread upon the waters: the reward
two completely different stages in the devel-to the generous-hearted people of Canada
opment of the organization in Canada, withwill be manifold, in the simple blessings of
the first committee serving only on an addoing good.21 The initial establishment of
hoc basis, while the second committee washe Fund in Canada can be credited to the
formed with more permanent intentions. Itvoluntary efforts of individuals such as
must be stated here that the intentions of th@owman, among other distinguished
Canadian Committees were to aid foreignpatrons such as Bowman’s close friend
children exclusively. Not until it reached Colonel Herbert J. Mackie.
independence from the British Fund in 1946  The three ways in which the Save the
was the Canadian Committee obligated toChildren Fund movement gained momen-
help Canadian childrel®. tum in Canada were public lectures by
overseas visitors from the British Save the
The Canadian Committee and initial QuakerChildren Fund and of Colonel Mackie, the
involvement support of the press (particularly tdtawa
Citizen) and the promotion of the Fund
The Save the Children Fund’s growth isthrough the Protestant churches across
due almost entirely to its devoted and tire-Canad&2 The latter two methods were
less workers, most of whom were simulta-cornerstones in the establishment of the
neously involved in a network of other like- Fund and were commonly referred to as the
minded organizations. Both Maggie Black “press and the pulpit.” Regardless of the
and Mariana Valverde maintain that theefforts put forth, the establishment of the
study of specific individuals and reformers Fund was only a product of the people who
is of paramount importance to the study ofmade up the Canadian Committee and of
any social movemenrf It is important to the networking of those individuals within
understand how powerful figures in thethe context of philanthropy and voluntary
movement were placed in the social contextrelief organizations in Canada. Between
Understanding the ideas of individual 1921 and 1946 the strength of the Fund and
leaders within this movement facilitates anits success in Canada can be attributed to
intellectual contextualization of the Fund the individuals, both men and women, who
within the early twentieth-century child- were actively involved in the voluntary
welfare culture® For example, Charles organizational culture of the inter-war
Bowman often used his position as editor-in-period. The important men included:
chief of theOttawa Citizento promote the Colonel Herbert J. Mackie, Charles A.
Save the Children Fund in Canada by givingBowman, Frank Yeigh, Norman Mackenzie,
extensive coverage to the devastation of th&red Haslam (Quaker), James C. McRuer,
Russian famine and the plight of children inand Scott Montgomery (Quaker). The role
that disaster. He often made grand stateef women in the organization played an
ments about the importance of the Fund andnhtegral part in the success and growth of
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the Fund as can be seen through the work adnly further illustrates Vipond’s argument.
such individuals as Annie Louise Yeigh, Throughout the early history of the
Adelaide Plumptre, Mrs. J. Bundy, Mrs. Canadian Committee of the Save the
J.A. Wilson and Grace Lediard who were Children Fund, we can see how, through
all members of reputable women's organizapersonal relationships, the Fund was able to
tions such as the IODE and Local Councilsmaintain interest amongst a philanthropic
of Women. elite in Canada, particularly those Quakers
During the inter-war period, the country who participated in charity work at this
underwent a shift in national character fromtime.
one that was decidedly British to one that The goals of the founders of the
could be defined as “Canadian.” With the Canadian Committee were not to re-invent
passing of the Statute of Westminister inthe idea of international philanthropy, but
1931, Canada gained a political indepen+ather to aid the British in their work.
dence from Britain that facilitated a more Mackie was insistent that the Canadian
distinctive national character. An illustra- Committee of the Save the Children Fund
tion of this transformation, as has beenremain loyal to the British cause and
argued by Mary Vipond, can be seen in thedeclared, “it is the intention of the Canadian
development of voluntary organizations in committee to co-operate with the British
Canada, particularly during the 1928s. Save the Children Fund as closely as possi-
Vipond stipulates that the nationalism ble, to avoid duplication of effort and unne-
embodied by a distinctive ‘Canadian’ char- cessary overhead chargé@g.There was no
acter was shaped by the intellectual culturdghreat of contest or competition between the
of the 1920s. Canadian nationalism foundBritish Save the Children Fund and the
its genesis in “interpersonal relationshipsCanadian Committee. The Canadian Com-
which previously had been relatively casualmittee was representative of pro-British
and localized.” She further argues that thosesentiment in Canada and was dedicated to
same ties “were transformed at a rapid rateserve subordinate to the wishes of the
during the 1920s into a multiplicity of British organization. In fact, some members
active national organizations with specific of the Canadian Committee saw their partic-
goals, constitutions, regular meetings andpation in the work of the Save the Children
frequent newsletter$* Furthermore, this Fund as their obligation to help the Empire
‘national feeling’ was symbolized by tradi- in its duty to help the helpless. In one of his
tion, modernity, Britishness, North many editorial commentaries on the crisis in
American collectivism and anti-American Russia and of Canada’s contribution to
sentimeng> Additionally, these Canadian relief of children there, Bowman was clear
nationalists were well-versed not only inin stating, “Canada is co-operating with
national issues, but were also interested irGreat Britain in this great work of
the issues of the international arena. Manyescue.28
of these elite belonged to various ‘nationa- In the spring of 1922, Bowman was
list and ‘internationalist organizations emphatic about the security of the Fund and
such as the Canadian Clubs and the Leagués operations, “All money subscribed in
of Nations Societie3® The personal rela- Canada is to be expended on Canadian
tionships amongst members of the Canadiafoodstuffs,” he said, “and the relief work is
Committee of the Save the Children Fund aglirectly supervised by Canadian and British
well as with those of other organizationsrepresentatives right to the feeding kitchens
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on the famine front. The public is assured ofmission among other things, is to feed the
the economical administration of the fund, hungry, clothe the naked, care for the sick,
and safe delivery of the Canadian food toand, in general, to relieve those who are in
the starving people?? Yet, the desire to need.33 Aside from general collections
save children on an international level foundgiven, a special plea for additional funds to
its origins in domestic movements and wasbe donated directly to the Canadian
shaped by a similar dialogue. For example Committee of the Save the Children Fund
evangelism, a key characteristic of thosewas to be announced in the churches on that
same domestic movements, was a promiday34
nent feature of international the child-saving  One specific religious group that was
dialogue. In 1931, Sir Philip Gibbs, a patrontargeted were the Quakers. In March 1922 it
and member of the British Fund, describedwas reported in an issue of tli&anadian
the early international movement as *“aFriend that the appeal for Russian famine
whisper at first, it was heard across fron-relief was continuing through the
tiers, it was heard by those who hated eacl€anadiad® and American Friends’ Service
other, and it appealed to human instinctsCommittees and that a Canadian branch of
stronger even than those of race and natiorthe British Save the Children Fund had been
ality: and there was a great surging up ofestablished® The article emphasized the
charity in the heart of a stricken worlé?” importance of the support of the press and
Similar evangelical language can be foundof the federal government in “response to
in the following statement embodying the various appeals.” The co-operation of the
values of those who endorsed the Save th€anadian Friends with the Canadian
Children Fund mission; “the work of the Committee of the Save the Children Fund
Save the Children Fund must not come to amwvas made public with this article. It urged
end. It will never be finished until we create people to earmark any contributions to
the Kingdom of Heaven on earthl” ‘Save the Children Fund’ while all
As a result, church support for the Fundunmarked donations would go directly to
proved to be third means by which Friends workers in Russia. Co-operation
Canadians became aware of the Fund. Ofrom big business was also established, as
April 2 1922, there was a ‘national effort’ Charles Gordon, Manager of the Dominion
for Russian relief among Protestant churchBank acted as Honorary Treasurer for all
es across Canada. The appeal was an evetdnations to that joint appeal in the Toronto
built up by theCitizen which advertised it area. One member of the CFSC and later of
approximately three weeks in advancethe Canadian Committee of the Save the
arguing that a joint effort on behalf of the Children Fund, Fred Haslam, reported in his
churches (Anglican, Baptists, Congre- memoirs that the “co-operation between the
gational, Presbyterian, and Methodist) andSave the Children Fund and Friends in
the Fund would “further the aims of the Canada has since been very cordial, though
Canadian committee32 Emphasis was each has its own sphere of wod.”
directed towards the churches because, It was not until 1925 that a new commit-
according to one campaign by the Save théee was formed in Toronto. Again, several
Children Fund, “[i]f there is one institution prominent citizens in Canada began to meet
in particular to which the work of feeding and form committees of the Save the
the starving Russian children should appealChildren Fund across the country on both
strong, it is to the Christian Church. Its local and municipal levels. However, the
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Fund was most highly publicized through workers, “trained during the Russian
the efforts of the Toronto committee, which Famine, came to the rescue by establishing
became the Canadian headquarters for th&itchens’ in the refugee camps scattered
Save the Children Fund. It should be statedhroughout Greece, Macedonia, Bulgaria
that at the same time as these local commitand other neighboring [sic] land&?"Yeigh
tees formed a coalition for the Canadianspecifically referred to the devastation of
Committee of the Save the Children Fund,the Smyrna disaster as an event that “awoke
the province of British Columbia refused to the sympathy of the English-speaking
join. It chose to donate separately to theworld.”1 It was the events in the Near East
British Save the Children Fund and that instigated the second stage of the
remained separate even after the CanadiaGanadian Committee of the Save the
Committee of the Save the Children FundChildren Fund, one highlighted by a more
became independent and incorporated as permanent and established philanthropy.
separate member of the SCIU in 194&\s The alliance between these two groups
a Canadian representative of the Save th@CCSCF and the CFSC) became strongest in
Children Fund, Yeigh was asked by thethe late 1930s and is important to inves-
British Fund to report on the situation fol- tigate in order to fully appreciate how the
lowing his visit to the area in early 1925. Fund persisted in Canada despite a national
Although Canadian involvement was nevereconomic depression. In the face of adversi-
explicitly mentioned, Yeigh's report reveals ty, Norman Mackenzie, chair of the
that Canadian individuals could be objec-Canadian Committee of the Save the
tively interested in and knowledgeable of Children Fund, argued that co-operation
international relief efforts outside of their was vital to the efficient co-ordination of
own sphere of interest, thereby provinginternational relief. Recognizing both eco-
themselves well-versed and having a vestedlomic and political (particularly against
interest in international affairs. Yeigh Fascism and Communism) objections, he
reflects this authority in his concluding pleaded that, “[tlhe tragedies in Abyssinia,
statement. Upon his return from the Nearin Spain and in China with their tales of
East his faith became stronger in *“thesuffering, particularly among the children,
worthwhileness of such an organisation ashave overcome these [political] objections.
the Save the Children Fund and admirationVhen there is an emergency and the lives of
of the breadth of its interest and the qualityinnocent children are at stake, there is no
of its service in the truest international time to weigh the merits of the political
sense.3° For Yeigh, the important aspect of issues involved.” The co-operation of organ-
the Fund was not in its individual commit- izations not only saved lives, but also
tees, but rather in its far-reaching, interna-ensured the survival of these organizations
tional appeal and effectiveness. in the future despite the insubstantial fund-
By the spring of 1926, Yeigh continued raising efforts of the period.
to promote the Fund, this time with an
article in the Quaker publicatioGanadian  Spanish Civil War
Friend. In it, Yeigh clarified that the Save
the Children Fund was still in existence. As  The Save the Children Fund also aided
a response to the refugee crisis that arose irefugees and victims of the Spanish Civil
the Near East after the Treaty of Lausann&Var (1936-1939). In 1933, the rule of the
was signed, Save the Children FundSpanish monarchy was ended with the pro-
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clamation of a Spanish Republic, led by 1935, it was first suggested that the Save the
President Azana. By 1936, two fundamen-Children Fund join the Society of Friends to
tally different political parties, the assist refugees in Spain, but the initial
Nationalists and the Republicans, struggleccontact was made by the latfér.The

for power in a country that was mainly second Canadian Committee of the Save the
agrarian and poverty-strickéA.By 1939, Children Fund meeting regarding Spain was
the Republicans, backed by the Russiann March 1937, where a representative of
Soviets and other international socialistthe Friends was in attendance. Fred Haslam,
groups, were defeated by the Nationalistsan executive member of both the Canadian
who were aided by Nazi Germany andCommittee of the Save the Children Fund
Fascist Italy. Other major powers includingand of the Canadian Friends Service
the United States, France, England andCommittee, reported on the conditions in
Canada remained neutral and did notSpain and invited Sylvester Jones, president
provide aid to either side of the conflict as aof the American Friends’ Service
stipulation of the Neutrality Act of 1932, Committee (AFSC), to speak in front of
The resultant effect of this was the displace+eligious and business leaders, to attend a
ment of thousands and a refugee movemerthurch service and hold a meeting at the
which numbered to approximately one halfUniversity of Toronto on behalf of the
million people?4 Of those refugees it has plight of Spanish refugeé8.By the third
been observed that nearly one half wergoint meeting, the push to promote the cause
women, children and elderly men. Historianof Spanish refugees was emphasized and a
Claudena Skran argued that it was not hargbortfolio was arranged and put to press that
for the refugees to find asylum in France,included relief efforts on behalf of Spanish
but “they still needed some form of interna- children. Four thousand copies were made
tional legal protection and a means ofand distributed to all subscribers in
earning a living while they waited and Canad&° As well, the press, includinghe
hoped for revolution in their home Globe and Mailand theToronto Daily Star
country.™> included inserts and leaflets in 1987.

The joint appeal by the Canadian The bureaucratic structure of the joint
Committee of the Save the Children Fundappeal was such that all monies donated to
and the CFSC was inactive between 1923he joint committee were administered by
and 1936. But, with the onset of the Spanisithe Canadian Committee of the Save the
Civil War communications and formal rela- Children Fund. The CFSC was raising
tions recommenced. The first mention of themoney on behalf of the Save the Children
joint appeal between the CFSC and the~und in Canada. J.W. Copithorne, a concur-
Canadian Committee of the Save therent member of both the CFSC and the
Children Fund was made in 1936 where itCanadian Committee of the Save the
was argued that the work was “humanitarianChildren Fund asserted this same tenet:
and in no way partisan,” an important “The Save the Children Fund, and the
feature to keep in mind considering theSociety of Friends, working through the
tense political backdrop against which theSave the Children International Union of
refugee relief was taking plaéé. At first, Geneva, already have representatives in
the appeal was “somewhat local,” focusingSpain administering supplies in a humani-
in on the Toronto area, but “was expected tdarian way without regard to the political or
include all of Canada” In November of other allegiance of those assisted.”
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Concluding his article was an epilogue in  and clothing are diminishing rapidly,
bold typeface stating: “Every dollar givento  while the need grows ever more
this cause will be sent to help the children pressing as each day of war adds to
of Spain.®2 Furthermore, any appeal made the suffering and misep.
specifically by a member of the Canadian
Committee of the Save the Children Fund,In response to this crisis, Annie Yeigh
was appended with a promise that everyreported that relief centres were “widely
dollar sent on behalf of the ‘cause’ would bedistributed. They are to be found in Madrid
spent exclusively on children, through theand in Burgos, at Barcelona, Alcazar,
Save the Children Fund. Following this pleaTortosa, Tarragona, Almeria, Valencia,
was the address of the Canadian CommitteGuadalajara, Murcia and elsewhe?é.”
of the Save the Children Fund. By the end of the 1930s, as economic
The combined effort between the conditions started to improve and interna-
Canadian Save the Children Fund andional disasters helped the Canadian
Friends Committee was a characteristicCommittee expand, so did its level of
which was distinctly Canadian. While there agency. In 1938, Norman Mackenzie, elo-
had been co-operation between the Britislquently explained how the Canadian
Save the Children Fund and the BritishCommittee fit on the international map of
Friends in the Russian famine there washumanitarian organizations. “Our work is
subsequent bitterness and political disputenon-political and it belongs to none of the
part way into the Spanish Civil Wat. ideologies save that humanitarian one of
Regardless of problems arising between théwelping the unfortunate.” The universal
British factions of the organizatiod$,the  appeal of benevolence and voluntary assis-
relationship  between the respectivetance was emphasized first and foremost by
Canadian organizations was ‘cordial’ andMackenzie. But, in a Canadian context he
lasting. argued, “it rises above nationalism. It
One member of the CFSC, John W.provides those of us in Canada who are
Copithorne, who also happened to sit on thenterested in it with an opportunity to co-
joint committee of that organization and theoperate with other like-minded men and
Canadian Committee of the Save thewomen in Great Britain and, through the
Children Fund, described the horrible condi-Save the Children International Union, with
tions in which refugees were living in 1937. the world at large, and there is nothing quite
The conditions were dire. as effective in bringing people together in a
common cause.” Lastly, Mackenzie was
More than 30,000 war orphans and adamant about the importance of the
150,000 refugee children bear pitiful Canadian contribution to an international
testimony to the distress of this movement in stating, “although our contri-
unfortunate, war-torn country. On butions are small [because of economic
both sides of the conflict there is a  depression] and although our work is
great shortage of the necessities of carried on in a quiet way, it is important to
life, food and clothing for the civil- Canada and to Canadians, and we propose
ian population. The particular food to continue with it.®7 This is evidence of
shortages are of milk, flour and the strength of conviction of the Canadian
sugar — all so very important for Committee in playing an integral role in
growing children. Internal resources international humanitarian affairs. It is at
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this point that we can see the Canadiar¥eigh argued that “the problem of merging
Committee of the Save the Children Fundwith the larger charities might be better met
starting to become conscious of its identityby fresh executive. It may prove to be a crit-
as an independent organization, working noical period for the Save the Children
only with Britain but with the rest of the Fund.’®2 She recognized the Second World
world, via the SCIU, as an autonomousWar as a time of trial for the Canadian Fund
group. The identity of the Canadian and saw further co-operation with other
Committee of the Save the Children Fundorganizations as well as a new staff to meet
became more distinctive as a modest contrithe needs of the Fund in a transitional
bution to a greater British cause. phase. The Canadian Committee of the Save
The start of the campaign for Spanishthe Children Fund obtained fresh blood
children started in late November 1936, andhrough A. Scott Montgomery who was a
in eight months nearly $1500 was raised,member of the CFSC. Montgomery served
impressive considering the almost non-as Annie Yeigh's successor as Secretary of
existent money raised in years pfdr. the Canadian Committee of the Save the
Regardless, the response from the publicChildren Fund. Because of his close affilia-
was uninspired. After one year of campaign-tion with the Quakers, reports on behalf of
ing for Spanish children, the Joint the Save the Children Fund became more
Committee had raised just over $2000. Withfrequent in theCanadian Friendas well as
this lack of momentum, the Joint in the minutes of the CFSC executive and
Committee started to request aid for victimsyearly meetings.
in China and this two-fold approach gar-  The partnership between the two groups
nered limited increases to the amount colwas not only financial but there were some
lected. However, the survival of the Fundshared administrative duties as well. During
depended upon the close association anthe Spanish Civil War the joint committee
partnership with the Quakers and this wasmet a total of nine times and, despite a
publicized; and, “[the years] 1937 and 1938schism between the American Friends
have found the Canadian Committee of theService Council and the SCIU, the commit-
Save the Children Fund, in co-operationtee kept in contact right through to the
with the Friends’ Service Committee, more Second World Wa#3 In 1939, the two
active and more enthusiastic than for year®organizations officially joined forces to
past.”9 By the end of their work together in make the Joint Committee for Relief of
the Spanish Civil War, organizing secretaryRefugee Children (JCRRC). This joint
Annie Yeigh exclaimed: “without them committee, whose members were seemingly
[CFSC] it would have been impossible to independent of their headquarters in their co-
secure the results show#P” Relative to operation with one another, worked together
years previous, the money raised on behalfo raise money for children in Europe by
of the joint appeal was noticeably campaigning to various committees and
minimal®f!l but was enough to sustain asmaller interest groups across the country,
public recognition of the Fund in Canada. most notably IODE and other women’s
societie4 The joint committee met con-
World War Two sistently throughout the war years as well.
From 6 April 1939 to 22 March 1943 the
With the beginning of World War Two committee officially met twelve times, but
in 1939, the joint effort continued. Annie that does not include informal meetings and
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correspondence between individual Save the Children Fund and had been doing
members from each organization. Thoseso since the Armenian refugee movement
members who most actively participated inand they continued to be interested in all
the Joint Committee included Mackenzie,child victims of war. Furthermore, the
McRuer, Mrs. W.J. Bundy, R.J. Dilworth, Canadian Committee of the Save the
and Annie Yeigh from the Canadian Children Fund did not wish to promote
Committee of the Save the Children Fund.migration of children and instead they pre-
From the CFSC those most activelyferred to send money to the point of interest.
involved with the joint committee were Fred Lastly, the present war highlighted the
Haslam, Raymond Booth and J.W.importance of France and England, and
Copithorne. This relationship between thechildren from those countries were priori-
two organizations created a strong sense dized over Jewish children from Germany
community and co-operation in their inter- and Poland.
national efforts to save children from starva-  In reaction to this statement of terms,
tion and the ravages of war. Booth stipulated his own concerns. He
Similarly, the coordination of the argued that his organization had been estab-
smaller local funds with the larger fund in lished to deal especially with victims of
Toronto is an example of how the Save theNazi persecution, and that they had worked
Children Fund in Canada was dependentlosely with the Canadian Jewish Congress,
upon other organizations and committees irbut that it was important and of special
order to be successful in saving the lives oftoncern to save Aryan and non-Aryan
countless children in Europe and Asia. ThisChristians. In order to do this, Booth argued
cooperation of organizations continuedthat he wanted to assist children’s migration
throughout the 1930s, shortly after a declato Canada from Europe and to place
ration of War, the Canadian Committee oforphans and children “hopelessly lost to
the Save the Children Fund was invited totheir families” in Canadian homé&8 Lastly,
join an ad hoc governmental committeeBooth wanted to ensure that any placement
called the Common Council on War andof children would conform to Canadian
Welfare Services. It was at that meeting thasocial work standards. The two parties
Annie Yeigh, Canadian representative, meffinally agreed that two separate fund-raising
with members of the National Committee campaigns would defeat the purpose of
on Refugees and the Canadian Welfaréhelping children and that an “aggressive
Council to propose a meeting with theseunited campaign for funds to care for
two organizations on behalf of children. refugee children now supported by Britons,
Raymond Booth and Fred Haslam, of thetogether with a plan to bring them to
CFSC met with the Canadian Committee ofCanada as rapidly as possible for free place-
the Save the Children Fund to discuss thement, would make a much stronger
idea of bringing children from Europe to appeal.®6
Canada. The Joint Committee for the Relief of
In January of 1940, Annie Yeigh reiter- Refugee Children (JCRRC) united the
ated the principles and goals of theCanadian Committee of the Save the
Canadian Committee to the CFSC. She stiChildren Fund and the Canadian Friends’
pulated that the Canadian Committee of theService Committee (CFSC). In the first
Save the Children Fund was still raising months of this committee, the co-operation
monies under the authority of the British of the two organizations was a limited
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success. Between March and April of 1940, Meéthods of involvement
the joint committee raised £443 for refugee

children. It was proposed that the respective  Activities of the Canadian Committee of

tions in order to raise more funds. Mrs. J.w.In the Canadian Friend Yeigh commented
Bundy (Canadian Committee of the Save@l the end of one article that “[m]ost of the

the Children Fund) was to contact theCities have set up local committees and
Hadassah Organization, while Booth several thousand dollars have been raised

(CFSC) was to approach any relevant@nd some shiploads of flour and other food-
American organizations. The joint commit- StUffs sent to the refugee camps of Athens,
tee also started to fulfill requests from S@lonica and Sorovitchi§ The British Fund
London regarding the accompaniment ofalso recognized the efforts of the Canadian
children refugees with Canadian socialCommittee in Greece and Armenia and
workers oversedy. praised its “stronghold of interest in Save
In a meeting with the Canadian Nationalthe Children Fund work” in a news brief
Committee on Refugees (CNCR), chairedthat highlighted the support of the Council
by Senator Cairine Wilson on 12 Januaryof Social Service’s support for the Fund in
1940, another joint appeal was discussedCanadal
between the two organizations. Two aspects By December 1943, the Canadian
of their joint committee were emphasized inCommittee of the Save the Children Fund
any appeal: that the CNCR would bring was issuing reports not only to th¢orld’s
refugee children over and that the moneyChildren but was also sending others to the
for transportation and care of children Canadian Friend These reports not only
overseas would be provided by thedocumented the current events of the Fund
Canadian Committee of the Save thein Canada, but also celebrated past efforts of
Children Fund® Financially, the coopera- relief. The Canadian Committee of the Save
tion of these two groups was vitally import- the Children Fund was becoming self-aware
ant. By September of 1939, the still limited as an organization that had a lasting legacy
success of the joint committee was evidenin the sphere of international relief. A
with a combined donation between May andmeasure of independence and autonomy is
August of £490 which, while more than was seen in various excerpts from these reports
raised one year previously, was still insig-which comment on the valuable work of the
nificant. But, in their combined relief cam- Fund that was carried on in the past. In the
paigns, the Joint Committee of the Canadiarfield, workers and teams sponsored by the
Committee of the Save the Children Fundfunds of the Canadian Committee were
and the CFSC almost equaled the amount ofiven distinct “Canada” badges to recognize
money raised by the Save the Children Fundhe efforts of those contributof8.The part-
alone, thereby doubling the amount ofnership between the two organizations was
money for relief. Between 1939 and 1943,vital to the maintenance of the momentum
the combined subscriptions and donations t@f the movement. In one letter to Norman
the Save the Children Fund and the JoinMackenzie, Annie Yeigh wrote, “Co-
Committee totaled £6902. operation with the Friends made it possible
to find a successor and | think all will go
well ...” However, she forewarned him that
co-operation of like-minded organizations

Canadian Quaker History Journal, No. 66, 2001 ar



was necessary for both the act of internabe done to bring aid to the children and
tional child-saving to be successful and,mothers in the occupied countries of
more importantly, for the continued successEurope,” the letter referred to an informa-
of the Canadian branch of the Save thdive and popular address given to the
Children Fund’3 Canadian Save the Children Fund by Dr.
With the joint appeal of the Quakers, theKershner, a prominent leader amongst the
Canadian Committee of the Save theAmerican Society of Friends, titled ‘How to
Children Fund became more autonomous irsave starving children of Europe without
its activities. On such illustration of this can aiding the Enemy?’s
be seen in a combined effort to encourage The main argument of this address was
the government of Canada, then led bythreefold. Firstly, it was argued that if the
Prime Minister Mackenzie King, to aid Canadian government did not assist such
mothers and children of occupied Europeorganizations as the Save the Children Fund
with food and supplies. Various Canadianin feeding starving children of occupied
members of big business and relief organiEurope that as a result “those starving will
zations, including the Canadian Committeebe so debilitated as to be unable to carry on
of the Save the Children Fund, joinedthe race.” If Germans were to maintain a
together to petitiori4 In order to convince good quality of life for their younger popu-
the Prime Minister and his government, lation and the rest of Europe did not, the
these business and community leadergonsequence would be a “robust” Germany
drafted a question-and-answer platform inready to be on the offensive once recon-
which they anticipated the concerns of thestruction was over. Secondly, the transporta-
government and then answered them withtion was already available for these organi-
responses from various international leadergations in Sweden, where it was not allowed
in relief and social welfare. for war uses. There would be no way the
The first letter dated 18 December 1943Germans could interfere with the feeding
was co-signed by several prominentoperations. Thirdly, the ‘Canadian people’
Canadians including: James McRuer (chaiwanted it. Kershner claimed to *“have
of the CCSCF), J. Howson (CFSC/CCSCF),reports of a growing bitterness and aliena-
MacDonnell (President of the National tion from this country as a result of the
Trust Company), N.J. McLean (Generalblockade which might seriously affect the
Manager of Canada Packers Ltd.), Malcolmaid that could be given to our arms when the
W. Wallace (Principal of University time came, as most certainly the loss of
College, Toronto), W.J. Gallagher (Generalvigor through starvation must affect #¢In
Secretary of Christian Social Council, his concluding statement Dr. Kershner made
General Secretary World Council of a strong declaration that he was “convinced
Churches, Canadian committee), John Fthat the schemes to which | give my support
Davidson  (former chair  Executive and which have been carefully worked out
Committee, Student Christian Movement), would not aid the enemy or hinder the war
Fred Haslam (CFSC/CCSCF), Mrs. H.P.effort.”77
Plumptre (Save the Children Fund and Furthermore, Kershner maintained that a
Canadian Red Cross), and A. Scottlack of relief would lead to a post-war relief
Montgomery (CCSCF/CFSC). In an effort catastrophe: “| fear that at the end of the
to “impress upon the Government the ardentvar we shall find a relatively vigorous
desire of the people that everything possiblegGermany surrounded by people so weak-
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ened by starvation as to present an inevicampaign might hinder relief late#?’

table drawback to after-war plea®."The The issues of organization and distribu-
reaction of the government was less enthution of the supplies seemed to warrant the
siastic than was expected by the petitionersmost emphatic responses. The emphasis was
Under-Secretary of State Norman Robertsoron co-operation among organizations and
wrote on behalf of the Prime Minister to saythe safeguarding of the rations from the
that, “Mr. King wishes me to inform you Germans. The dire situation was relayed
that consideration has been given to thigshrough a cablegram from the Secours

guestion over a long period and that theQuaker in France,

possibilities of effective humanitarian action
being taken which would not aid the enemy
are still under examinatiorn’?

In reaction to this formal and unhelpful
response from the government, the
Canadian Committees of the Save the
Children Fund persisted in sending an even
more detailed and drawn out letter outlining
possible arguments for and against aid to
occupied Europe. Most notably, W.L.G.
Williams of the CFSC and of the newly
formed Quebec Committee of the Save the

Children’s health severely menaced,
need dire... have negotiated purchas-
es sweetened condensed milk ena-
bling maintain some months supple-
mentary rations for several thousand
babies. Program pitifully small con-
sidering need ... we greatly desire all
friends should know we are to carry
on work without interference of any
kind we maintain absolute control
over all our distribution [sic§1

Children Fund was behind the impetus for

this second flanking of the government with The arguments even went so far as to blame
pleas for aid to European children. In fourthe Allied countries for the plight of child-
pages, Williams provided arguments againsten in occupied zones. In response to the
sending supplies and food but also providedosition that the “Germans will not agree,”
detailed and expert-supported responses ti was stated that it was the Germans who
those arguments. Those consulted includedbld the refugees “that their suffering is due,
the Belgian Minister to Canada, the Chargeat least in part, to the actions of the
d’Affaires of the Netherlands in Ottawa, M. Governments of the UN82 Lastly, empha-
Bonneau (representative of the Frenchsizing for the relief of Belgian and French
Commission of National Liberation), children, Williams argued that the province
Howard E. Kershner and Clarence Pickettof Quebec would see this as a great
executive members of the Americanincentive to ‘help their own.” Again, the
Friends’ Service Committee (AFSC). The government’'s reaction was cool, yet there
memorandum addressed nine argumentwere some encouraging comments: “the
against relief: “Imminence of Invasion”, Government of Canada alone cannot
“The food would be taken by the Germans”,decide... the Government has recently
“‘Germans will take equivalent food”, renewed its earlier enquiries in London and
“Germans will reduce the rations”, Washington on the possibility of bringing
“Sufficient shipping is not available”, “It about some modification of blockade policy
will take a long time to organize distribu- so as to permit certain types of supplies to
tion”, “It would take a long time to arrange be despatched to Europe for distribution
matters with the German government”,through the International Red Crog$s.”
“Germans will not agree”, and “Public While this response was encouraging, it
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did not satisfy Williams. In a final letter, he Instead of close and obligatory ties to the
reiterated the importance of relief and statedritish organization, Montgomery argued,

that the two provinces of Ontario and “It
the CanadiafCommittee to create a strong purely

Quebec, represented by

is the objective of the Canadian

Committee and the Quebec Committee ofCanadian link in the International Union.
the Save the Children Fund, shared similawWith this purpose in mind the Committee is
attitudes to the issue. He emphasized the capplying for a Canadian incorporation.”
operation of not only the two branches, butMontgomery was confident in the efforts of
of the two provinces as well. This unified the Canadian Committee and eagerly antici-

stance was buttressed by the names of theated

the benefits of incorporation:

members who were present during the draft“Incorporation as a direct member will give
ing of the memoranda as well as informa-us a flexibility that has not been possible in
tion regarding an alternative relief proposal.the past.8> To clarify his point even further,
In this alternative, Williams proposed that Montgomery gave a list of objectives for the
because of their neutrality that either theFund in 1944. Those were:

Swiss or Swedish would be asked to name
directors of ‘colonies of children’ that could
be established in occupied countries.
Because these directors would retain abso-
lute control over the colonies, including the
rations sent in, “there is no possible way by
which an extra crumb can get to the
Germans under this systef#t. This aggres-
sive petition to the government was inde-
pendent of the British Save the Children
Fund and clearly illustrates how the
Canadian contingent, while still supportive
of the British aims, sought to campaign on
behalf of Canadian concerns at a national
level.

The conspicuous presence of various
members of the Canadian Committee of the
Save the Children Fund who were also
members of the CFSC is not accidental.

1. Continued and increasing war
relief and rehabilitation.

2. Recruiting and financing of relief
personnel in co-operation with the
UNRRA.

3. To support the building up of the
International Save the Children
Union, on the present basis, but as a
much stronger voice for the world
peace, which must be kept by what
are now the World’s Children.

4. A Canadian project for children
who would otherwise be neglected
by reason of their race, religion or
political colour.

5. The sponsorship of a Children’s
Charter for Canadg

Combined efforts of the two organizations Montgomery clearly saw Canada’s role in
were especially important in fostering athe international community much more

more independent Canadian Committee othan as a partner to the British cause. In
the Save the Children Fund. In a report onwanting to sponsor a Children’s Charter for
the Save the Children Fund in SeptembelCanada and promoting projects for
1944, organizing  secretary, Scott Canadian children, the voice of the
Montgomery (concurrent member of the Committee would become much more
CFSC) clearly emphasized a different line“Canadian” than a pro-British appendage to
from the one past chair, Herbert Mackie, the Save the Children Fund. But,
voiced for the Canadian Committee of theMontgomery’s individualistic views were
Save the Children Fund in the early 1920snot shared by other members of the execu-
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tive at that time and so the Canadianamount of money raised by the joint appeal
Committee of the Save the Children Fundwas not spectacular, but was enough to
remained part of the British Fund until maintain the Canadian Committee of the
1946, two years after his initial proposal.  Save the Children Fund through until the
By 1946, the Canadian Committee of Second World War, when there was a
the Save the Children Fund was an automarked increase in donations.
nomous member of the SCIU, meaning that One aspect of the joint appeal that was
it had become responsible for its own inter-popular and is still in use by many child-
national relief programs and schemes as wasaving agencies today is the adoption
outlined in chapter one. The very nature ofscheme. While this method was used earlier
this autonomy was grounded in the legacyin the Fund’s history it became a popular
of the British Fund. But, the independencemethod of donation under the joint appeal.
of the Canadian fund was a clarion call of aThis method of fund-raising signaled the
broader trend in international relief work. change in objective of the Fund in Canada
With the co-operation of several other from one of mass feeding to one that also
organizations in Canada, the Canadiarisaved’ individual children. In the case of an
Committee of the Save the Children Fund‘adoption,” one donor was asked to contrib-
maintained cohesion as a child-savingute between $25-50 and in return received a
organization and by the end of World War picture and case history of a child in a war-
Two was well-established in the SCIU. torn country. The emphasis of this appeal
Throughout the Canadian Committee of thewas the “personal link of unlimited possibil-
Save the Children Fund’s early history, theities ... established between giver and
ideological tie to Britain remained strong, receiver.” No longer were donors to the
while administratively the group began to Fund anonymous “Friends,” nor were the
act independently. Through the connectionchildren part of a faceless mass of destitu-
with other organizations like the CFSC, thetion.
Canadian Committee of the Save the By late 1944, the joint committee
Children Fund was able to come into herlaunched a campaign that targeted relief for
own as a distinct international child-savingindividual children called “Kits for
body, part of a broader British movement Europe’s Children® While cash donations
based in Geneva. dropped, another way in which the joint
It must be reiterated here that withoutcommittee encouraged people to participate
the support of the CFSC, the Canadiann international child-saving was in giving
Committee of the Save the Children Fundgifts in kind or in preparing home-made
would have died out. On that same note, thgpackages for individual children. While the
CFSC also recognized the importance of cocost for each donor decreased, the participa-
operation in order to effectively deliver tion level is increased and thereby legitim-
charity to those that needed it most. Inized the existence and value of a child-
November 1936, CFSC member, Fredsaving agency such as the Canadian
Haslam commented that “a joint appeal withCommittee of the Save the Children Fund to
the Save the Children Fund in Canadadistribute the gifts. The recipients of relief
would be more effective than two issuedin this scheme were refugee children from
separately by both organizations. ThisScandinavian countries in Swedish camps.
method was adopted with good results inThe “objective is the collection, transporta-
1922 during the Russian Famin€."The tion and distribution of 45,000 complete
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wardrobe kits for children up to five years Children Fund was the continued support
of age who are now sheltered in theeven after the joint committee was officially
UNRRA administrated camp$2This drive  adjourned. The joint committee was not
emphasized the “direct contact” betweendissolved because of any ideological
Canadians (mostly ‘needle-women’) anddispute, as was the case with their respec-
“mothers of ragged refugee children now intive English counterparts. In fact it was the
camps in Sweden and Egygf'Canadians increased ‘cross-membership’ of each
were urged to take the initiative in organiz-committee that made a joint committee
ing groups to get donations in order. Theredundant. In March 1944 the case for shut-
appeal was to individual donations and theting down the joint appeal was announced
organization of individual Canadians to helpby the CFSC: “It was reported that the

children in Europe. former joint arrangement of Canadian
Friends Service Committee and the Save the
Can we count on you for a contribu- Children Fund Committee was now discon-

tion? This may be in the form of a tinued, as Friends are represented on the
donation, or in the form of a kit. Let Save the Children Fund Committe€s.”
us know what you can do. Perhaps Despite this discontinuance of an official
you may be able to organize a group  joint appeal, the effects of the ‘friendship’
of your friends in your community between the two organizations were positive
to make a contribution, or to help in and substantial to the Canadian Committee
a sewing project. We will be glad to of the Save the Children Fund’s relief
send you patterns of the garments to  efforts. By the fall of 1946, the Canadian
be made. Local retailers and manu- Save the Children Fund was receiving free
facturers may be glad to help, too, if  air time on local radio stations owned by the
they are aske®t Rogers family, the same Rogers who, in
1922, promoted the initial joint appeal of
Another distinctive feature of this more the Quakers and the Canadian Committee of
intimate and individualized form of dona- the Save the Children Fuéilt can be seen
tion was in the recognition garnered bythen that the co-operation with the Quakers
contributors from the Canadian Committeewas successful for the fund on both charit-
of the Fund. One Quaker woman, Ella R.able and publicity levels, as well as aiding
Firth (principal of the Quaker school, in making the Canadian Committee of the
Pickering College, Newmarket) who gave Save the Children Fund’'s appeal efforts
clothing bundles to the Fund, received ainnovative and consequently effective.
letter of appreciation from the Secretary of In an article for the publication
the Fund, A. Scott Montgomery. The direct Canadian Welfareaptly titled “Children of
charitable action from a Canadian to a childWar”, Scott Montgomery (CCSCF/CFSC
in Europe was emphasized and Firth wasmember) outlined the work of the Save the
told, “a Friendship Card will be placed with Children Fund with specific reference to the
your contribution and it is hoped that you Canadian Committee’s contributions to the
will hear directly from the mother of the larger international movemeff. In a
child you have helped? similar fashion as domestic child-welfare
One of the lasting benefits of this co- advocate, Charlotte Whitton, the rhetoric
operation between the Quakers and theised was focused on the international aspect
Canadian Committee of the Save theof child-saving and clearly credited
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Eglantyne Jebb with this philosophy week period. In 1946, a series of lectures
towards child-saving. Montgomery used were given over the airways, one of which
excerpts from Otto Zoff's workThey Shall was reprinted in th&Vorld’s Children The
Inherit the Earthto emphasize Eglantyne lecture, titled *“Telling Canada”, was
Jebb’s universal philosopl#. important because it was seen as “offering
Montgomery used the language familiarinsight into the type of publicity the
to child-savers of the day in that he not onlyCanadian Save the Children Fund is receiv-
referred to aiding children in distress buting.”®® The article was indicative of rhetoric
also to helping them reclaim what were thenused eatrlier in the history of the Canadian
considered the “two simple freedoms [of Committee of the Save the Children Fund.
childhood] - just to laugh and pla§” Most of the argument was based on the fact
Through the use of this rhetoric, that Canadian children had a better standard
Montgomery was alluding to the romanti- of living than those in Europe, and therefore
cized ideal of childhood that child-savers of Canadians were obligated to help those less
the late nineteenth and early twentieth cenfortunate. Secondly, the impetus for philan-
turies envisioned. Montgomery asserted thathropy resided in the fact that there was no
those two ‘freedoms’ were “the most pre-international body to co-ordinate relief
cious heritage of childhood.” This romantic efforts.
ideal was threatened by the conditions of an  “United Nations is an ideal we are all
increasingly modern world. With the pro- setting our hopes on, but we must sadly
cesses of industrialization and globalization,admit it is not yet functioning.” In light of
Montgomery argued that those ‘freedoms’this disparity in humanitarian relief, Mrs.
“are what children of to-day have lost in Frank Chamberlain asked, “what happens to
their long night of suffering.” He also used the children of Europe?” The answer was in
the rhetoric of mental hygienists (some ofthe combined efforts of individual relief
whom were eugenicis®) in his reference agencies such as the Save the Children
to protecting and helping children that did Fund. Then, in order to appeal to this idea
not fit into the pattern of a ‘normal’ child, of individual charity, Chamberlain gave the
another term adopted from the Declarationstory of how she sponsored a child,
“Without them [freedoms], the world’s “Marcel,” by packing a box of foodstuffs
mentally and physically diseased childreneach month. She emphasized that the effort
will be ripe for a new Hitler or indeed, to help children en masse was “something |
anyone who offers some flimsy substitutecannot do alone.”
for which they have lost.” Montgomery’s
allusion to the childhood ideal combined  Canadian children will not die this
with the rhetoric of mental hygienists of the  winter from starvation or cold. |
day show how the Canadian Committee was think it is highly unlikely that large
in tune with the movement and was in fact numbers of Canadian children will
part of it as well. walk barefoot on the coldest winter
The radio was another avenue of public- days, or will be clad in only thin,
ity for the Canadian Fund and these appeals torn, ragged clothing. | do not think
over the airways were started in the early many children in Canada will be
1940s. Thanks to the connection with the sleeping in caves, or empty build-
Rogers family, through the Quakers, the ings, with no mattress under them,
Fund was able to secure air space over a 10 and no covering over them. And |
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am sure that no Canadian children  Starving! that little one

will be seen roaming the streets like  In the first years of childhood!

little animals, pouncing on the bits Can it be that any help of mine

of rotting food which lie in the Will come too late

guttersl00 To save him from such misery?

Starving! the desperate plight

Again, the idea that Canada is theOf Europe’s needy little ones.
“Promised Land” of child-welfare in the Can it be that we would close our ears
Western world is conveyed in order to To hunger’'s cry,
justify charity to an international cause. Yet daily ask our mercy-gift of bread from
This point is argued even further whenThee?
Chamberlain exclaims that Canadians
should be grateful for having their children Conclusion
live in Canada and “not in Yugoslavia,
Greece, Poland, Austria, France, because The success of the Save the Children
your children live in homes, and not in Fund in Canada is due to the extensive
caves and empty buildings; and becausénvolvement of several prominent individu-
your children have food, clothing and als who shaped the identity and direction of
loving care, instead of wearing a tagthe Committee from 1922 to 1946. Several
reading: Lost Child.” The language bor- influential citizens who had vested interests
rowed from the Declaration of Geneva wasin internationalist voluntary philanthropies
a tactic to help persuade the public of thesuch as the Friends Service Committee were
value of the Fund. “Save the Childrenrepresented on the Fund's executive com-
Fund['s]... purpose is ‘to preserve child life mittee. The most prominent examples of
wherever and however menaced’. That isthese were Fred Haslam, J.W. Copithorne,
your aim toward your own children, isn't it? A. Scott Montgomery and Lloyd Williams.
— ‘To preserve their lives wherever andNot only did the Quakers impact upon the
however menaced?01 CCSCF'’s ability to draw in donations from

Because of the anonymous nature ofCanadians, but they also contributed to the
subscription for individual donors, it is dif- publicity of the Fund in Canada as well. The
ficult to capture the essence of why oneparticipation of the members of the
specific person might contribute to the aidCanadian Committee of the Save the
of starving children abroad. YetThe Children Fund to participate in the dialogue
Canadian Friend while offering the of international child welfare advocacy was
Canadian Committee of the Save thefacilitated through the “press and the
Children Fund an avenue of publicity, alsopulpit.” The Canadian press as well as the
was open to contributions from its various publications of other organizations,
members. An example of such support camamely theCanadian Friend were vital to
be seen below, with a poem by E.U.the dissemination of the Save the Children
Dorland, quite possibly a relative of Aurthur Fund’s mission statement and ideology in
Dorland who was a member of the Canada. As well, the Canadian Committee
CCSCF/CFSC joint committee, who wrote of the Save the Children Fund relied heavily
in response to the many appeals that werepon the Protestant tradition in Canada as
published inCanadian Friend many appeals were made directly through

the churches. The ways in which the Fund
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were able to appeal to the public were2001. | am grateful to Linda Mahood for suggesting |
varied and showed a flexibility that was alsowrite an article and for her guidance throughout the
While leaflets and pamphlets found in active interest in my research and especially to my

. h reat-grandmother, Ada Johnson, who housed me
newspapers were important, so were t hile | conducted research at the Quaker Archive

audio and visual appeals. Radio broadcastsnd Reference Library in Newmarket. This article
thanks to the connection with the Quakerand my graduate thesis have been funded by the
family, the Rogers, were becoming an Social Science and Humanities Research Council of

important part of the publicity campaigns of Canada.

the Fund in its last years as part of the.z' Carolyn Strange did a good survey of the YWCA

- . in Toronto in the context of the moral regulation of
British Fund. Similarly, the use of heart- young, single and working women Toronto’s Girl

wrenching phOtOQVaphS, a|0n_g V\_/ith eXC'_a' Problem: the perils and pleasures of the ciBee
matory headlines were effective in sustain-also, Wendy Mitchenson, “The YWCA and reform
ing support for the Fund. in the nineteenth century,Histoire sociale/social

still in existence todav and eniovs relaﬂ\/(_:‘of the emigration of British children to Canada under
h y id th1 y leth r_._Barnard_o, see Joy Parltabouring Children:
Success wnen one considers the pletnora Qyitish Immigrant Apprentices to Canada, 1869-

various like-minded organizations at work 1924 (Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 1994).
around the glob&?2 For many, the contem- 3. There is a biography/history of the early years of
porary relevance of such an organization ashe Save the Children Fund, but it is celebratory and
the Canadian Save the Children Fund id"°t methodologically rigorous. It was written by

obvious: it is part of a network of organiza- Edward Fuller, long time member of the fund and
us; P 9 editor of the Fund’s newslettefthe World’s child-

tions designed to rescue children around th@en, Fuller, The right of the child: a social history
world from poverty, neglect and abu$8. (London: Gallancz, 1951).
The broader relevance and significance of. There are several articles written on specific insti-

these organizations can be found in theirtutions, leaders and laws surrounding child welfare
histories after the establishment of the Canadian Council on

Child Welfare, 30 May 1921. See the work of R.L.
Between the years 1922 and 1946, th chnell who has paid particular attention to Canada’s

Canadian Committee of the Save thefist head of the Canadian Council on Child Welfare,
Children Fund became part of a network ofcCharlotte Whitton: “A Children’s Bureau for
international humanitarian organizations Canada’,” in Moscovitch and Albert, The
that sought to rescue children “ground in theBenevolent’ State”Making the way more comfort-
mills of international dispute.” As involve- able’: Charlotte Whitton’s child welfare career, 1920-

t f individual did the si 1948,” Journal of Canadian Studiek?, 4 (1982-3):
ment irom individuals grew so di e size 33-45; and, “Charlotte Whitton and the ‘babies for

of the committee’s membership and level ofexport controversy, 1947-48Alberta History30, 1
autonomy of the organization as a membe(1982): 11-16.
of an international community of relief 5. Ben LappinThe Redeemed Children: the story of
agencies. the rescue of war orpha_ns by the Jewish community
of Canada(Toronto: University of Toronto Press,
1963). The author actually stipulates that the book is
“part of the literature of the great catastrophe called
Notes: churbanliterature,” p. vi.
6. Dorothy Buxton and Edward Fulléihite Flame:
1. This article has been adapted from Meghanthe story of the Save the Children Fuadd Otto
Cameron,'How the Dominion Heard the Cry’: the Zoff, They Shall Inherit the EarttNew York: John
early history of the Canadian Save the Children Day Company, 1943). Born in 1890, Otto Zoff was
Fund, 1922-1946MA thesis: University of Guelph, an exiled German writer who lived in and published
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out of the United States from the 1930s until his18. The exclusive aid to foreign children was
death in 1963. He is the author of books on a diversesometimes a point of contention for potential sub-
array of subjects includingierman theatre today scribers to the Fund. In fact, the promoters of the
(Milwaukee: Marquette University Press, 1960), Fund often portrayed Canada’s child-welfare
Great composers through the eyes of their contempoprogram to be one of the best in the world, thereby
raries trans. and ed. Phoebe Rogoff Cave (Newlegitimizing the need to give money for those starv-
York: Dutton, 1951) andrhe Huguenots - fighters ing children abroad.

for God and Human freedothondon: George Allen  19. Maggie Black,Children and the Nations: the
Unwin, 1943). story of Unicefand Children First: the story of

7. Frank Yeigh, “The Save the Children Fund: A Unicef, past and presen{New York: Oxford
Great Empire Philanthropy,Social Welfare April University Press, for Unicef, 1996). Mariana
1929, p. 155. Valverde, The age of light, soap and water: moral
8. Frank Yeigh, “Canada’s contribution to the Savereform in English Canada, 1885-1928 oronto:

the Children Fund,”World’s Children October  McClelland and Stewart, 1991).

1925, p. 15. 20. Similar methodology has been employed by
9. Edward Fuller, “World-Wide,World’s Children  Nancy Christie and Neil Sutherland in trying to intel-
May 1922, p. 258. lectually contextualize the welfare state and the child

10. The British Fund should not be considered trulywelfare system, respectively. Christie argued that
representative body of the British Isles, consideringshe, “attempted to place the ideas of these individu-
how only England, Scotland and Wales comprisedals within the larger stream of culture,” in her exami-
the main body of that fund. The Irish Committee wasnation of welfare policy in the first half of the twen-
a separate body of the Save the Children Fund. tieth century. Nancy Christi&€ngendering the State:
11. Eglantyne JebbCambridge: a brief study of family, work, and welfare in Canad#Toronto:
social questiongCambridge: Macmillan and Bowes, University of Toronto Press, 2001), p. 11. Neil
1906). Sutherland looked at the role of individual reformers
12. Dorothy Jebb and Charles Buxton married in, but more important to the present study, was the
1904 and became actively involved in political and “series of ‘networks’ these people had to ties with
social issues, particularly with events occurring inthose in the United States, Britain and Europe who
Macedonia in the later part of World War One. It worked for similar goals.” This gives evidence of an
was well-known that Dorothy and Charles were paci-international component of the child-welfare advoca-
fist, to such an extent that they joined the Society ofcy movement. See Neil Sutherlan@hildren in
Friends (Quakers) in 1917. Another influence onEnglish-Canadian Society: framing the twentieth
their philosophy can be seen in Charles’ membershigentury consensus(Toronto:  Wilfrid  Laurier

in the Independent Labour Party (socialist), startingUniversity Press reissue, 2000), p. ix.

in 1917. Because of her close relationship with both21. C.A. Bowman, “Opportunity to Save Lives,”
her sister and brother-in-law, Eglantyne was equallyOttawa Citizen 6 February 1922, p. 2. Charles
concerned with social and political issues of this Bowman, editor- in-chiefQttawa Citizenan editori-
nature. See chapter 9, “The Buxtons and theal commentary on the virtues of providing charity for
Cambridge Magazine,” in Francesca M. Wilson, starving Russian children, December 1921.

Rebel Daughter of a Country House: the life of 22. Protestant churches dominate the appeals at this
Eglantyne Jebb, founder of the Save the Childrentime, despite the fact that non-Protestant religions
Fund (London: George Allen and Unwin, 1967), pp. were well- represented on the original committee list,

163-172. including Toronto Rabbi Brickner. Roman Catholics
13. “World-Wide,” World’s Children May 1922, p.  and Jewish contributors were almost non-existent.
259. Mariana Valverde comments on the strong and
14. Buxton and FulleiVhite Flamep. 23. dominating influence of the Methodist and

15. “Extract from a report of the Committee of the presbyterian churches in the area of social welfare

Privy Council, Approved by His Excellency the and reform at this time. See Valverdae of Light,
Governor General, February 2 1922, PC 232.” NAC Soap, and Watepp. 52-58.

MG 28- 1, 42. vol 1, article 7, pg. 11. 23. Mary Vipond, “Nationalism in the 1920s,” in
16. Edward Fuller, “Canada and the Children,” 3 M. Bumstead (Ed.)Interpreting Canada’s Past:
World’s Children p. 262. volume two, post-Confederation, second edition
17.1bid., p. 29. (Toronto: Oxford University Press, 1993), pp. 445-
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466, as reprinted from “The Nationalist Network: Canadian Friend August 1922, pp. 10-11.

English Canada’s Intellectuals and Artists in the 37. Fred Haslam, “Significance of Quaker Service,”
1920s,” Canadian Review of Studies in Nationalism Quaker Archives, Fred Haslam Papers, pp. 10-11.
V(Spring 1980), pp. 32-52. As case studies, Vipond38. For instance, in th&/orld’s Children both the
uses four organizations that reflected the nationalisBritish Columbia Committee and the Canadian
sentiment found in the intellectual culture of the Committee reported separately on activities within
1920s. Those organizations included the Associatiortheir respective organizations.

of Canadian Clubs, the Canadian League, the39. Frank Yeigh, “Among the Near East refugees:
Canadian Institute of International Affairs and the impressions of an eye-witnessWorld’s Children
League of Nations Society in Canada. Vipond November 1925, pp. 28-29.

defined the constituencies of these clubs to made ug0. Frank Yeigh, “The ‘Save the Children’ Fund,”
of the intellectual elite which was represented byCanadian Friend February 1926, p. 6. Yeigh
creative artists, writers and university professors. expounded upon the current events of the British
24.1bid., p. 447. Save the Children Fund who came to the “aid of
25.1bid., p. 448. refugees forced to leave Asia Minor under the inno-
26. Norman Mackenzie, who will be discussed incently worded “Exchange of Population,” of the
detail later, was one of the founding members of theTreaty of Lausanne.” Furthermore, Yeigh conveyed
Canadian Institute of International Affairs (CIIA). the absolutely dire situation that ensued: “This terri-
Several members of the League of Nations Societyble displacement of millions of people has constitut-
of Toronto, including J.C. McRuer, Adelaide ed one of the greatest human tragedies in the world’s
Plumptre and Mrs. J.W. Bundy. history.”

27. Mackie as quoted in “Russian Famine Most41.Ibid.

Terrible, Millions Dying,” Ottawa Citizen 4 42. Harry Browne, Spain’s Civil War (Essex:

February 1922, p. 5. Longman Group Ltd., 1983), p. 6.

28. Bowman, “Canada to the rescu@ftawa Citizen = 43. There was no official military intervention
18 March 1922, p. 2. offered by the respective governments of these coun-
29. Ibid. tries, but there were individuals who signed up to
30. Sir Philip Gibbs, “Introduction” in Buxton and fight for the Republicans and these groups were
Fuller, White Flamep. v. called the International Brigades. The two most
31.1bid., p. vi. famous examples of this are the Mackenzie-Papineau
32. “Special Appeals for Relief Funds Sunday, April Battalion from Canada and the Abraham Lincoln
2,” Ottawa Citizenl3 March 1922, p. 2. Battalion from the United States.

33. “Pulpits to Appeal Save the ChildrerQttawa  44. Claudena M. SkranThe Refugee Problem in
Citizen29 March 1922, p. 3. Inter-War Europe: the emergence of a regime

34. The domination of the Protestant church in this(Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1995), pp. 57-8.

venture is due, in part, to the very nature of the45.Ibid, p. 59.

committee of the Fund at the time. Many Methodist,46. Fred Haslam, “The Spanish Crisi€Canadian
Presbyterian and Anglican (especially out of Friend, December 1936, p. 9.

Montreal) reformers and representatives sat on thét7. “Spanish Relief,” Sixth Annual Report of the
committee, but very few Roman Catholics held aCanadian Friends Service Committee, 1936-37,
seat or were represented. This may account for th&eports and Documents Issued Jointly by Genesee
deficit in Roman Catholic donations at this time. and Canada Yearly MeetingsMinutes of the

35. It should be noted here that the organization ofReligious Society of Friends: Genesee and Canada
the Canadian Friends’ Service Committee was adYearly Meetings(Pickering College, Newmarket
hoc and not officially announced as a sub-committeeOntario, 1937), p. 60. QA.

of the Community of Friends. The Canadian Friends’'48. “Minutes of the meeting of the CCSCEF,
Service Committee was not officially announced asNovember 25 1936,” NAC MG 28, | 42, volume 7,
such until 1931. folder 4, article 1.

36. “Russian Famine Relief, Canadian Friend  49. “Minutes of CCSCF meeting regarding Spain,
March 1922, pp. 11-12. An additional article describ-March 3 1937,” NAC Canadian Save the Children
ing the joint appeal was published later that summerFund Fonds, MG 28, | 42, volume 7, folder 4, article

“Report of the Friends’ Service Committee of 3. _ _ _ _
Canada, Year|y meeting on European relief work,” 50. “Minutes of Fifth Joint Commlttee(CCSCF and
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FSC), May 14 1937, NAC Canadian Save the Documents issued jointly by Canada and Genesee
Children Fund Fonds, MG 28, | 42, volume 7, folder Yearly Meetings, Minutes: Religious Society of

4, article 5. Friends, Genesee and Canada Yearly Meetings
51. “Annual Report of the Secretary, 1937,” NAC (Pickering College, Newmarket), 1938-39. P. 57, 53.

Canadian Save the Children Fund Fonds, MG 28, IBut, considerable improvement was seen in the next

42, volume 7, folder 4, article 6. year when, between January and March of 1939,
52. J.W. Copithorne, “The Child Always Pays,” $2,012.17 was raised on behalf of China and Spain.
Canadian FriendJune/July 1937, p. 5. See Eighth Annual Report of the CFSC, 1938-1939.

53. For a discussion of the breakdown of the rela-QA.

tionship between the British Save the Children Fund62. Annie Yeigh to Norman Mackenzie, 25 January
and Quaker organizations during the Spanish Civil1944, Canadian Save the Children Fund Fonds, NAC
War, see Farah J. Mendlesohn, “The ethics ofMG 29, 142, volume 7, folder one, article 49.

Friends’ Relief Work in Republican SpairQuaker  63. By 1937, “personality clashes exacerbated what
History 88, 2 (1999), pp. 1-23. For specific reference was fundamentally a different ethical stance” in
of the dispute seidempp. 4, 7-11. providing relief in Spain. See Farah J. Mendlesohn,
54. This bitterness and rivalry was not a new phe-The Ethics of Friends’ Relief Work in Republican
nomenon amongst international organizations. OneSpain,’Quaker History88, 2 (1999), p. 11.

such example can be seen in the relationship betwee®d. 24 May 1940-5 September 1940, Joint
the British Red Cross and the Save the ChildrenCommittee meeting minutes, Canadian Save the
Fund. In the 1920s, the British RC was reported toChildren Fund Fonds, MG 28, | 42, volume 7, folder
have fought “an inglorious campaign against the4 (minutes and meetings), articles 24-25. Members
Save the Children Fund; and, everywhere fromof the respective organizations were assigned various
Washington to Paris, there had been accusations gimaller organizations to solicit for support, including
fiddling and corruption, laziness and incompetence.”the IODE and Jewish Women'’s organizations.

See Caroline Moorehead)unant’'s Dream: war, 65. The idea of refugee children migrating to ‘safe’
Switzerland, and the history of the Red Crosscountries was also introduced at the Evian
(London: Harper Collins Publishers, 1998), p. 282. Conference in 1938. In an appendix to a summary of
55. John W. Copithorne, “The Child Always Pays,” the conference, the Jewish Council of Germany

Canadian Friend33, 1 (June/July 1937): pp. 4-5. supplied a memorandum and statistical account of
56. Annie Louise Yeigh, “Relief For Children,” present and proposed Jewish migration out of
Canadian Friend34, 8 (February 1938): p. 4. Germany. In a section devoted to “Administrative

57. Norman Mackenzie, “How Canada Saves theand Financial Problems of Immigration,” the council
Children: We Co-Operate with Britain and the addressed some possible problems arising out of
World,” World’s Children June 1938, p. 129. Jewish migration. Under the sub-heading of
58. “Minutes of the Seventh Joint Committee, June“Immigration of children and youth,” it was argued
23 1937,” NAC Canadian Save the Children Fundthat “from the point of view of the receiving country
Fonds, MG 28, 1 42, vol 7, folder 4, article 5. it appears as though the admission of youthful immi-
59. Ibid. grants offers great advantages. Our experience shows
60. Annie L. Yeigh, Secretary’s Annual Report, 1 that those children will most easily and completely
December 1939-1 March 1941, Canadian Save thadopt the language and the customs of their new
Children Fund Fonds, NAC, MG 28, | 42, volume 7, country who had previously been trained with an eye
folder 4 (minutes and meetings), article 30. towards the particular circumstances of their country
61. In the first two years of the joint appeal on behalfof immigration.” There was then an emphasis on the
of Spanish children, the joint committee boasted onlyfact that these children would then be productive
$3,000. The rationale given to explain the meagerasset to the receiving country because of their place-
economic showing was explained in the 1938 yearlyment with “families willing to take them in or to be
meeting minutes of the CFSC: “It seems as if thetrained in schools or institutions.” S. Adler-Rudel,
ocean of suffering in these two [including China] “The Evian Conference on the Refugee Question,”
countries is quite beyond the power of man to dealYearbook of the Leo Baeck Instit3t¢1968): p. 267.
with, and the combined efforts of all relief societies 66. “Letter/report received from Booth January 6
and interested Governments touch but a small frac1940 regarding the December 8 1939 informal
tion of the need.” “Seventh Annual Report of the meeting between President Booth and Mrs. Yeigh
Canadian Friends Service Committee,” Reports andegarding co-operation between the Save the
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Children Fund and the CFSC to help refugee child-Children Fund Fonds, vol. 7, folder 1, article 50,
ren,” NAC Canadian Save the Children Fund Fonds letter 5.

MG 28, | 42, vol. 7, folder 4, article 22. 84. Letter from Quebec Save the Children Fund
67. “Joint Committee of the CCSCF and the CFSC,Lloyd Williams to Prime Minister W.L.M. King, 22
September 5 1940,” NAC Canadian Save theFebruary 1944, Canadian Save the Children Fund
Children Fund Fonds, MG 28, | 42, volume 7, folder Fonds, NAC, MG 28, | 42, volume 7, folder 1, article
4, article 25. 50, letter 6.

68. “Canadian National Committee on Refugees an®B5. Scott Montgomery, “Rehabilitation- Save the
the CCSCF, January 12 1940,” NAC Canadian SaveChildren,” Canadian Friendi1, 4 (September 1944),
the Children Fund Fonds, MG 28, | 42, volume 7, pp. 11-12.

folder 4, article 23. 86. Ibid.

69. This total is derived from individual subscrip- 87. QA, Fred Haslam to Fred J. Tritton (English
tions and does not include the donations by severaFSC), November 21 1936, Papers of CFSC General
other organizations including the Benevolent andSecretary.

Protective Order of the Elks of Canada and88. “Kits for Europe’s Children,Canadian Friend
Newfoundland (BPOE), the Imperial Order of the February 1945, pp. 5-7. The appeal was also adver-
Daughters of the Empire (IODE), local Councils of tised and promoted in “Kits for Europe’s Children’

Women, and Havergal College, Toronto. Drive Launched in Toronto,’Globe and Mail 11
70. Frank Yeigh, “The ‘Save the Children’ Fund,” November 1944, p. 11.

Canadian FriendFebruary 1926, p. 6. 89. “Kits for Europe’s Children’ Drive Launched in
71. “A Canadian Pledge,”"World’s Children Toronto,” Globe and Mail

November 1927, p. xxiv. 90. Ibid.

72. "What the Save the Children Fund is Doing 91. “Kits for Europe’s children,Canadian Friend
Now,” Canadian Friend40, 12 (May 1944), p. 14. p. 6.

73. Annie Yeigh to Norman Mackenzie, 25 January92. Letter from A. Scott Montgomery, Honourary
1944, Canadian Save the Children Fund Fond, NACSecretary CCSCF to Ella Firth, April 2 1945, Box 1

MG 29, 142, volume 7, folder one, article 49. of 2, “Correspondence - Canadian correspondence,
74. For a list of members who petitioned the govern-1945-48,” QA, Ella Rogers Firth Papers.

ment, see Appendix B. 93. “Minutes of the Executive committee of the
75. Ibid., letter one from McRuer et al to the Prime CFSC, 18 March 1944, Hamilton YMCA,” QA,
Minister, W.L.M. King, 18 December 1943. Papers of the General Secretary of the CFSC.

76. 1bid. 94. This appeal tactic was “most successful accord-
77.1bid. ing to officials.” According to then secretary, R.T.
78. 1bid. Tanner, the radio broadcasts afforded “a straight

79. Norman Robertson, Under-secretary of State orappeal for the Save the Children Fund” from “well-
behalf of Prime Minister W.L.M. King, to James known organisations in the city... and some outstand-
McRuer, chairman of the CCSCF, 24 Decembering figures in literary, radio or civic circles,” and
1943 NAC Canadian Save the Children Fund Fondsthereby increased the likelihood of subscription and
MG 28, | 42, volume 7, folder one, article 50, letter charitable success for the Fund in Canada. This
two. appeal over the airways was an intensive 10-week
80. Letter from Williams et al. to Prime Minister campaign that was broadcast over Toronto radio
W.L.M. King, 23 January 1944 NAC Canadian Save station, CKEY, a station owned and operated by the
the Children Fund Fonds, MG 28, | 42, volume 7, prominent Quaker family, the Rogers. For an
folder one, article 50 letter three. example of the type of broadcast given during these
81. Cablegram from Secours Quaker in France tdime slots on behalf of the Save the Children Fund,
American FSC, sent from Lisbon, 11 Decembersee Mrs. Frank Chamberlain, “Telling Canada,”
1943 in Canadian Save the Children Fund FondsWorld's Children November 1946, pp. 214-15.

NAC, MG 28, 142, volume 7, folder one, article 50, 95. Scott Montgomery, “Children of War,”
letter 3, part 6. Canadian WelfargApril 15 1945, pp. 21-25.

82.1bid., part 8. 96. Otto Zoff, They Shall Inherit the EartliNew

83. Confidential letter from Prime Minister W.L.M. York: John Day Company, 1943). Zoff was heavily
King to Quebec Save the Children Fund co-chairinfluenced by Jebb’s vision of child-welfare on an
Lloyd Williams, 5 February 1944, Canadian Save theinternational level. In his bibliography, Zoff cited

Canadian Quaker History Journal, No. 66, 2001 59



several Save the Children Fund publications as welfiles of young children ‘awaiting funding.’” See
as personal publications by Jebb, including “The“Foster Parents Plan: investing one future at a time,”
Geneva Congress on Child Welfare; an Impression,"Globe and MailWednesday 13 December 2000, pp.
Child Life, October 1925, and h&ave the Child; a F1-6.
Posthumous Essasdited by D.F. Buxton, 1929. As
well as drawing from Save the Children Fund litera-
ture including Dorothy Buxton and Edward Fuller’s
The White Flame; the Story of the Save the Children
Fundand various articles from the official journal of
the Fund,The World's Children Zoff also relied
heavily on publications of other organizations as
well. These included th&merican OSE Reviewhe
Junior Red Cross Journalthe American Friends
Service Committee’Bulletin on Relief in France
and Bulletin on Refugees Abroad and at Hoarel

the Boy Scout Association'g/eekly News Bulletin
Zoff got most of his information from the official
reports of the League of Nations including,
Protection of Children; Report of the Fifth
Committee to the Fifth AssembplGeneva, 1924;
Reports of the Child Welfare Committddjnutes of

the First, Second and Third SessioBgneva, 1925-

27 and the Advisory Committee on Traffic in
Women and ChildrenMinutes of the Third Session,
Held at Geneva from April 7 to 11, 1924

97. Montgomery, “Children of War,”"Canadian
Welfare21, 1 (April 15 1945): p. 23. All proceeding
guotations in this paragraph will be from this piece.
98. For a discussion of the incorporation of the terms
“mental hygiene” and “eugenics” under the same
heading in a Canadian context see chapter five, “The
Canadian National Committee: the politics of privi-
lege,” in Theresa Richardsoithe Century of the
Child: the mental hygiene movement and social
policy in the United States and Canadalbany,

NY: State University of New York Press, 1989), pp.
59-107; and, Angus McLarerQur Own Master
Race

99. Mrs. Frank Chamberlain, “Telling Canada,”
World’s Children November 1946, pp. 214-15.
100.Ibid.

101.Ibid.

102. International child-saving organizations in
Canada are numerous and all reflect similar goals
and ideologies. Two examples can be found in
World Vision Canada and Foster Parents Plan.

103. The relevance of such organizations is show-
cased by newspapers consistently. Recently, the
Globe and Mailincluded a special marketing supple-
ment for Foster Parents Plan. This six page supple-
ment included articles on the AIDS epidemic and its
impact on orphans, various ‘success’ stories of child-
ren who were helped by the organization, and pro-
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Trying To Serve God in the Spirit of Christ:
The Canadian Friends Service Committeein theVietham War Era

Kathleen Hertzberg
Paper given at the 2001 Annual Meeting of the CFHA

My reflections are on Quaker life in unified Yearly Meeting in 1955 was just
Canada as it refers to the work of the over 500.
Canadian Friends Service Committee from  New strength came from immigrant
about 1955 to the end of the Vietham/Indo- Friends from Europe after the war; from
China War in 1975 - a period which we are London Yearly Meeting, or from small
attempting to revisit at this annual meeting. Yearly Meetings on the continent (Germany
We are not writing history per se. | want to and Holland). Their experience of
keep my reflections in the context of the Quakerism was in Yearly Meetings which
Quaker faith and, in particular, the Society had not separated in the 19th century, not-
of Friends in Canada during that period. withstanding the century of theological dif-

When we (myself from England, Fritz ferences in London Yearly Meeting, and
from Germany) came to Canada as immi-that some Friends from England had been
grants in 1951 with our small family, influential in triggering the Separations in
Friends in Canada were in the process ofNorth America.
becoming a unified Yearly Meeting. The The post-war immigrant Friends from
three branches united in 1955 to becomeBritain had gone through the traumatic
Canadian Yearly Meeting. The centre of experience of being Quakers in war-torn
Quakerism was in Ontario where the main Europe and some in Nazi Germany. They
settlements of Friends had been establishethad been conscientious objectors and had
at the time of the American War of participated in Quaker service during and
Independence. It was Quakers from theafter the war. Those from the continent of
British North American colonies who Europe had lived under the Nazi regime.
brought Quakerism to Upper Canada Their experiences had been even more chal-
(Ontario). lenging to their Quaker Faith. These Friends

At the time of unification in 1955, rural had idealistic expectations of life and work
meetings were dying out in places which in and through the Society of Friends in
Quakers had pioneered. Friends wereCanada. The historical and still existing
moving to urban areas, in particular to separate Canada Yearly Meetings up to
Toronto, with Friends House becoming the 1955 seemed unQuakerly to them. They
centre of Quakerism in Canada. Unification found genuine Quakers in all three branches
combined the spiritual strength, tradition and they received a warm welcome and
and faith of the remnants of 19th century assistance in settling into their new country.
Quakerism. Not all Meetings joined the The Canadian Friends  Service
unified Canadian Yearly Meeting in 1955 Committee (CFSC) was founded by
and the question of articulating a sharedmembers from the three Canada Yearly
faith was difficult (and continues to be so Meetings in 1931, under the impetus of
after 40 years). The total membership of theYoung Friends. Some of the Young Friends
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had served abroad in the Friendswar. In 1964 1 became chairman (clerk) of
Ambulance Unit in China and India. After the Canadian Friends Service Committee. |
the war ended and they returned to Canaddjad ten years of Quaker Service, pre-war,
they were a source of strengtbwards during the war and after the war in devastat-
unity. Friends who had worked together ined Europe. | had been a conscientious
the Canadian Friends Service Committeeobjector when women were called up in
since before the Second World War had1942. The religious basis of Quaker witness
made CFSC an active and strong Quakernd service had been important to me as a
Service Organisation. In 1955 when theYoung Friend who felt called to give
three branches united become Canadian Quaker service and this has been my "way
Yearly Meeting, the Canadian Friends of looking at this world, of living in this
Service Committee became a committee ofworld and of changing this world" as | have
Canadian Yearly Meeting (not an independ-participated in Quaker life and work. There
ent Quaker Service organization like thewill be three points on my experience with
American Friends Service Committee). CFSC which | will elaborate on in this
Thus CFSC is subject to the guidance ofarticle:
Canadian Yearly Meeting. Interaction
between the Service Committee and Yearlyl) the Peace Education Program and
Meeting in witness and service is essential. Grindstone Island Peace Education
At the time of the Vietnam War most of Centre.
the Friends appointed to CFSC came from2) the Vietham Medical Aid Program.
Central Canada. Toronto Monthly Meeting, 3) Draft Resisters and Deserters in
the largest in Canada at the time, was active Canada.
in CFSC and provided office space both for
CFSC and Canadian Yearly Meeting. ThePeace Education Program
work of the CFSC attracted not only
Friends from traditional Quaker Meetings, | had just been appointed when CFSC
but also recent members and attenders.  felt led to establish a Peace Education
The main efforts of CFSC in the fifties Program. The "Cold War" tensions, atomic
were directed towards the Doukhobors inweapons, rearmament, post-Colonial con-
Western Canada, the abolition of Capitalflicts around the world and in Canada
Punishment, disarmament and peace (witfQuebec, Canadian Indians) weighed
the other Peace Churches), atomic weaponsieavily upon the spirits of Canadian
the "Cold War", refugees and displacedFriends. A timely offer of service was
persons in Europe, as well as for the plightreceived from Murray Thomson, a well-
of Canada's native people. The award of theualified and experienced social worker
Nobel Peace Prize jointly to Friends Servicewho had participated in the Quaker South-
Council (London) and American Friends East Asian Seminars. Almost simultaneous-
Service Committee (Philadelphia) for ly a Canadian, Diana Wright, offered her
"Friends silent service from the nameless tasland in the Rideau Laker near Ottawa to
the nameless" was widely known. the CFSC as a Peace Education Centre
Then began the unfolding of Canadianwhich CFSC accepted.
Friends' concern and service in response to Though it could only be used in the
the tragedy of the American War in summer months, for ten years Grindstone
Vietnam and the tremendouspact of that became a Centre of experimentation and
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learning in a way which did not seem to be  Concern for the suffering of the people
done anywhere else. There wergcounters of Vietnam on all sides of the conflict arose
which would not have taken place other-early amongst Canadian Friends and others
wise. Distinguished resource people,in Canada. It was the first time that TV had
Canadian American and Vietnamese partici-orought war into the homes of people every-
pated in the programs. The programs cenwhere. Canada had outstanding reporters
tered on the Peace Testimony, training inwhose reports moved many - the bombing,
non-violence, conferences for diplomats,the napalm, the use of defoliation chemi-
peace research, French-English Canadianals, the destruction of villages, the wound-
dialogues, the Vietnam War and the famousng, maiming and death, were all brought
socio-drama, "Thirty-One Hours". Between home to us. The war in Vietham hung over
1965 and 1969, over 1600 adults and 30Q@he work of Peace Education as a real war in
children participated in the various Peacethe world which affected us all. It was the
Education Programs on Grindstone Islandconcern of some Friends on CFSC to join
Participation from the United States wasothers in protestinghe war. American draft
quite substantial. The programs were organfesisters, who participated in Grindstone
ised by Murray Thomson who completed Island programs, were seen as exiles from
seven years of fruitful service, especiallyan unjust and cruel war.
during the Vietnam war years, as CFSC  Everywhere it was an era dominated by
Peace Education Secretary with the help othe politics of the Cold War, and Canada
a Peace Committee chaired by Ursulawas no exception. The United States and the
Franklin. Soviet Union were the main protagonists.
The peace agenda and the anti-waiThe Canadian Government would have
agenda were not always identical. The prodiked to have remained neutral. However,
grams were not only about ending thethe Canadian public was almost as divided
Vietnam War. The war in Vietnam hung as the American public in its opinion about
over the work of peace education as a veryhe threat of Communism and the justifica-
real war which affected us all. It was thetion for the war in Vietnam. Canadians also
ever-present challenge for the understandingpined the U.S. Forces and fought in
and application of the Quaker PeaceVietnam.
Testimony and the longing to "stop the war  The "protest movement” was the
now." Of course, people from the US wereatmosphere in which the CFSC Medical Aid
attracted to Grindstone Island. It was anProgram had to function. An "endemic" anti-
important experience in training in non- American feeling had also arisen from the
violence for young people. use of the atomic bomb, atomic testing, the
When CFSC Programs on GrindstoneKorean War, Cuba, the use of force in Latin
Island were laid down, the Canadian Peacé&merica, and, not least, the American inter-
Research Institute (now the Dundas Peacgention in Vietnam. In the McCarthy Era,
Research Institute), under the direction ofCommunism had been portrayed in the US
Alan and Hannah Newcombe, continuedas "the devil incarnate” and sympathisers
their groundwork for peace. Later a peacewere punished. People from the "New Left"

co-op ran the island. applauded CFSC's action, not only the
medical aid program to all parts of Vietnam,
Vietnam Medical Aid Program but also our Statements to Government. The

"Teach-ins" were a useful means of public
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education. Concerned Canadians did notare for the victims of war and a desire that
hesitate to convey to their own governmentthe war would end. Friends and other
their opposition to the Vietnam war; neither Canadians who supported the program, just
did Quakers. Already in 1966 Canadianwanted to do good relief work in the Quaker
Yearly Meeting issued a public statementtradition. There were no less than 72
which also went to the Canadian Friends on the Service Committee and many
Government. The Canadian Securityothers who participated and who contribut-
Investigation Service did surveillance of ed financially to the Vietham Medical Aid
university and high school students andProgram.
others, at that time. Canadian Friends were aware of their
Young people were enthusiastic aboutspecial responsibility as citizens of a
the music of the Beetles and Joan Baez eountry which is a neighbour of the United
some of it moving and expressive of theStates to the south and of the Soviet Union
longings of youth. We experienced it with in the far north. Canada was a member,
our own children as they attended thealthough an ambivalent one, of the
Mariposa Folk Festivals in droves. Young International Control Commission for
Friends were also captivated. They protestVietnam. The widespread concern and
ed, helped wherever they could, meetingcompassion for the people of Vietham led
U.S. Friends and others at border crossingthe Service Committee to embark on a
to accept medical supplies and money forProgram to send aid to people in all parts of
the CFSC Vietnam Medical Aid Program. A Vietnam regardless of political affiliation.
highlight was in 1969 when a group of In 1964 a meeting for Worship, called
Canadian Young Friends met U.S. Youngby the Toronto Monthly Meeting Peace
Friends with Mennonites and Brethren on aCommittee, gave the first spiritual impulse,
bitterly cold day in January on the Peacebut asked Canadian Friends to be clear on
Bridge at Fort Erie to accept funds for thethe issues. The concern was presented to
Medical Aid Program. They attended CYM in 1964, which made a strong state-
Grindstone Island seminars (especially nonment of sympathy with the people of
violence training). The use of drugs was aVietham and pointed to the dangers of esca-
concern to parents. A visiting US professorlation of the war to other parts of South East
lecturing at Grindstone Island, promoted theAsia. Sent to the Government, this state-
use of LSD. It was popular in some circlesment said: "We believe it to be the moral
to be a "Peacenik" - the public did notduty of the Canadian Government towards
always differentiate! Quakers sometimesthe United States to strongly oppose this
seemed to the public to be part of the "faspolicy in Vietnam. To do so would be an act
hionable groundswell™ of friendship, fulfilling also our duty to the
The Medical Aid Program was a labour people of Vietham and to the world."
of love embarked upon with dedication, In 1965 CFSC organized a Conference
careful planning and execution. To do soon Vietnam at Carlton University, Ottawa.
proved to be difficult in the prevailing The Conference called upon Canada to be a
atmosphere, and in the knowledge that oureconciler and to send aid to the victims on
efforts could only meet a very small part ofall sides of the conflict. The Conference
the great and ever-growing need. Howeveralso asked CFSC to set up a program of
it was not to be a token "band-aid" but anpractical aid to all parts of Vietham and to
expression of Quaker witness against warprganize local groups across Canada to seek

64 Canadian Quaker History Journal, No. 66, 2001



public support and donations, as well as thesacred purpose of man's existence on earth.
support of church groups, labour and othersWe are moved by Christian love to act now
Over the period of the Medical Aid Program by sending a practical contribution of
CFSC benefited greatly both morally and medical aid for the healing of the wounds of
financially from the support and contribu- innocent fellow men in all parts of Vietnam,
tions of people in all walks of life. The regardless of political, religious or ideologi-
Conference also sent Dr. Vo Tranh Minh cal barriers. We appeal to all men of good-
and two Canadians on a Peace Mission tavill, wherever they may be, to assist us in
Vietnam where Dr. Vo was imprisoned in this work of mercy, which, with God's help,
South Vietnam. may bring the spirit of reconciliation and
As CFSC gathered strength towards thepeace into the hearts of men.
organization of a Medical Aid Program to This statement was a modification of
Vietnam, fifteen Canadian Friends attendedhe statement of purpose issued by London
the Friends World Conference in Yearly Meeting for their aid program to all
Greensboro, North Carolina. The people on all sides of the conflict in the
Conference heard movingly from U Thant. Franco-Prussian War, the time when the
A statement was issued on the Vietham WaQuaker Star was born! The brochure was
which greatly moved and inspired thosealso used for fund-raising.
Friends present and confirmed CFSC in its  Through the good offices of the
endeavours to send impartial medical aid.Canadian and the International Red Cross,
The statement also encouraged Friends tpermission was received to ship our first
help stop the war but to keep the spiritualdeliveries of medical supplies aboard the
and religious leading and inspiration. Russian vesseAlexander Pushkin which
CFSC made efforts to establish the needlocked regularly in Montreal.
in all parts of Vietnam, firstly through con- Three large consignments of carefully
sultations with the Canadian Red Cross,chosen medical supplies were prepared - all
who in turn enquired through the labelled with the Quaker Star. Members of
International Red Cross to the Russian RedCFSC, Montreal and U.S. Friends met the
Cross about how to get relief supplies to allAlexander Pushkin in the docks in Montreal
parts of Vietnam. with two of the packages: one addressed to
The program was launched after prayerthe Red Cross of North Vietnam and the
ful deliberation with the sincere desire toother to the Red Cross of the National
express the religious basis of Quaker reliefLiberation Front (PRG); the third parcel was
work as an expression of Christian compassmailed at the main Post Office in Montreal
sion, the witness against war, and the posiaddressed to the Red Cross of South
tive motivation of the Peace Testimony. TheVietnam. The supplies on thAlexander
first brochure was published in SeptemberPushkin travelled via Moscow to Hanoi and
1966 with the following statement of were acknowledged by Mme. Tran Thi Dich
purpose: of the North Vietnamese Red Cross. In time
We, members of the Religious Societywe received photos showing the supplies
of Friends (Quakers) in Canada, feel movedeing unpacked.
to send medical aid to the non-combatant A press release was issued prior to the
sufferers in the present tragic war indistribution of packages and it was made
Vietnam. We believe all wars are contraryclear that we were sending impartial aid to
to the Will and Spirit of God as against the suffering people on all sides of the conflict.
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Following the deliveries a Meeting for and pacifists and other concerned people
Worship was held in the Montreal Meeting felt when the U.S. Government prohibited
House. The message arising out of theghe sending of aid to the "enemy" and
worship was that no matter how dedicatedrefused export permits for the transfer of
the efforts of human beings may be themoney and supplies to CFSC. AFSC had
blessing can come from God alone. already established the Quang Nai
Back in Toronto CFSC diligently Rehabilitation Centre in South Vietham, an
pursued plans to extend the program. Byimportant contribution to the healing of the
now we knew which drugs were neededwounds of war. The eagerness of some
from our contact with the Viethamese RedAmerican Friends and others to circumvent
Cross. Over time the list of drugs and supthe U.S. regulations resulted in some
plies requested included penicillin, strepto-moving and strange experiences. When
mycin, surgical instruments, maternity kits, parcels and cheques addressed to CFSC
medical textbooks in French and schoolwere stopped by the U.S. post office and by
supplies. both U.S. and Canadian banks, some
The medical supplies and drugs wereFriends sent parcels and cheques to me
often manufactured in Canada by Canadiampersonally and to other Friends. This
subsidiaries of American pharmaceuticalbecame public and the newspaper headline
companies who soon informed us that theyan: "Mrs. Hertzberg's main aim is to get aid
could not fill our orders because of restric-to the Viet Cong."
tions under the U.S. “Trading with the CFSC set aside some funds for recon-
Enemy” regulations. We appealed tostruction in Vietham and a register was
Canadian pharmaceutical companies, tacompiled of people willing to serve there
drug stores, hospitaland Canadian physi- but no opportunity ever arose.
cians to donate drugs. The United Church of By 1969 CFSC had ceased to collect,
Canada shared their Medical Aid purchase or ship supplies from Canada.
Distribution Centre with CFSC, so that the Arrangements were made instead to use the
drugs and other supplies could be sorted anthcilities of Quaker Peace and Service in
repackaged under the care of their physiciantondon, England, and for transportation
in-charge and Dr. Vivian Abbott, a member through a shipping company in London
of Toronto Meeting who, with Dr. Ed under the care of the British Committee for
Abbott had given many years of service atAid to Vietham. Canadian funds were sent
the Friends Rural Centre in Rasulia, India. to London which included, on one occasion,
Friends, including Young Friends, a large grant from Oxfam Canada. The
worked diligently at the Centre, sorting andLondon Quaker Conference on Aid to
packing medical supplies and drugs. TheVietham agreed that all Quaker supplies
Centre did not prove to be the most usefulfrom wherever they came would be labelled
in the long run and the other churches"QUAKER SERVICE -VIETNAM" in
pulled out. English and French. This arrangement con-
CFSC appointed Frank Dingman astinued until the end of the war.
Director of the Medical Aid Program. He CFSC funds were also sent to the
went twice to Hanoi to consult with the Viethamese Overseas Buddhist Association
North Vietnamese Red Cross. in Paris, France to train young Vietnamese
The Program soon benefited from thefor social work in Vietham at the Buddhist
frustration which some American Friends School of Social Service in Paris.

66 Canadian Quaker History Journal, No. 66, 2001



CFSC askedhe Canadian Government | were interviewed by a reporter from the
to intervene for the release of imprisonedRussian daily newspaper "Pravda” in the
Buddhist leaders in Saigon, in particular thebreakfast room of the Royal York Hotel in
Ven. Thic Thien Minh. Toronto. He wanted to know about the

When the program wound down, andMedical Aid Program to help victims of the
the American army withdrew from war on all sides of the conflict. He found it
Vietnam, we estimated that medical sup-surprising that people could have religious
plies of various kinds had been sent to themotivation for what seemed to him to be a
value of approximately $300,000. In this political act. He asked us: "Who do you
total were many gifts from individual think you are - Don Quixote?" In explaining
American Friends, especially through “A the religious basis of Quaker work we
Quaker Action Group”, and also from referred to Quaker work in Russia during
AFSC. Canadian Friends welcomed thisthe famine in the twenties.
practical support from American Friends. Another initiative was to interview rep-
CFSC accepted funds in support of theresentatives of the Canadian External
Medical Aid Program and offered friend- Affairs Department in Ottawa who were
ship and solidarity to them in their pacifist responsible for Canadian participation in the
stand against the war. CFSC said: "We arénternational Control Commission for
not encouraging U.S. citizens to contributeVietnam. Canadian planes flew regularly
but we are willing to accept donations frominto Hanoi, but our request to have CFSC
wherever they may come." medical supplies put on Canadian planes

In a Statement at the 1969 Londonreceived a frosty refusal. They claimed it
International Friends Conference onwould interfere with their neutrality.
Vietnam, Ross Flanagan of “A Quaker However, it was not the intention of
Action Group” said: CFSC to make the Vietnam Medical Aid

Program the main service of CFSC. In 1968

We wish to send supplies from peoplea minute of the 37th Annual Meeting said:
of goodwill in the United States to the "Relief is not a solution but a way in which
victims of the war in all parts of Vietnham. Canadian Friends can demonstrate their
The voyage of the vessPhoenix carrying concern for the suffering people in all parts
medical aid is a public witness and an act oof Vietnam. We are challenged by the many

disobedience. aspects of our General Program: this is
especially so in our Vietnam Medical Aid
He asked: Program which relieves only a very small

part of the tragic suffering and misery in
should AFSC commit civil disobe- Vietnam. We pray for Divine Guidance to
dience to aid suffering people in all parts ofus and to others in search for ways to bring
Vietnam? Has AFSC's image at home sufpeace to Vietham and for the courage to act
fered because it has not done so? A Quakeas we are led.”
Action Group fulfils the concern of Young Some outside the Society considered
Friends of North America - they want an the CFSC Medical Aid Program to be facile
international Quaker organization underand unendurably idealistic. There was a
which they can serve. danger that the religious message would get
lost and that our work as a religious society
On one occasion Murray Thomson andwould "get off track.” No doubt this is an
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ever-present danger whenever Friends feelransnational Quaker Service
led to act in the world.

It was difficult to make it clear that the Arising from the Friends World
program was not civil disobedience for Conference in Greensboro in 1967,
Friends. It brought CFSC tremendous pub-Canadian Friends were attracted by the hope
licity and brought us into the national lime- expressed for the development of a
light - we had to "bite our way through" - Transnational Quaker Service and saw the
endeavouring to make our witness and workVietham Medical Aid Program in that light -
clear. And there was not much point in as an opportunity for Friends around the
saying "it couldn't happen here". The world to work for a unified Quaker effort to
Quebec Crisis in 1970, when the Warhelp the people of Vietham. To some extent
Measures Act was invoked by the Liberalthis did in fact come about at a London
Government, showed that we had problemgonference at which representatives were
in Canada though they were not as immejpresent from Quaker Peace and Service,
diate, grave or polarised as in the UnitedAFSC, Australian Friends and CFSC. CFSC
States. saw the service which each national Quaker

A 1970 Survey of Interests of Canadianorganization was able to render to the suf-
Friends in relation to service work and fering people of Vietham within the circum-
concerns revealed that relief and medicaktances in which each national Quaker
aid were well down on the list. Peace andservice body could operate, as a component
reconciliation headed the list, followed by of the international community of Friends
Canadian Indians and Inuit, young people witness and service to fellow human beings.
community development, mental health, We were thankful to be able to participate in
civil liberties, work camps and finally, relief that service and welcomed the Mission and
and medical aid and immigration. Service Conferences which took place.

It was evident that support would con- Throughout the period under review,
tinue for the Friends Rural Developmentand of course since, the Service Committees
Centre in India, to which Canadian Friendsexchanged information and made plans to
had been committed for many years, alongsend Quaker delegations to Hanoi and
with FSC London. engaged in efforts to mediate an end to the

After the Medical Aid Program was laid war. They shared in the talks held with
down by CFSC, concern about the after-Viethamese delegations in Vienna and Paris
math of the war did not end. With the helpregarding the U.S. bombing and an end to
and support of CFSC, Nancy Pocock (whothe war.
died in March 1998) went four times to One of the aims of this conference was
Vietnam and CFSC continued to send soméo examine the impact of the Vietham War
aid. A small clinic on the Mekong Delta is experience on the Society of Friends at the
named the "Nancy Pocock Clinic". Yearly and Monthly Meeting levels and in

During all these years, Friends werethe case of Canadian Friends, on the
thankful for the dedicated and efficient Canadian Friends Service Committee.
service rendered by a series of well quali-
fied Friends who served as general secrebraft Resisters and Deserters
tary.

This section will deal with the general
impact of U.S. draft resisters and deserters
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and how some of them related to the Societ\Minister Pierre Trudeau and newer, tighter
of Friends in Canada. First, a few generalimmigration regulations were introduced
comments. which made it impossible to apply for
Canada had no military draft. Canadalanded immigrant status from within
became synonymous with "freedom" for Canada. This practically closed Canada as a
thousands of draft resisters and deserterdiaven for draft resisters and deserters.
There was a steady stream through to the In the Second World War, British con-
late 1960"s. There was no extradition treatyscientious objectors were in a moral
between Canada and the US for draftdilemma about the evil of the Nazi regime
resisters and deserters. They could be admitand the wrongfulness of war, whereas in the
ted to Canada as immigrants and weréVietham War it was clear to conscientious
subject only to the usual requirements - theobjectors that the cause and the violence of
points system, which included: skill, educa-war were both wrong. The Vietham War
tion and the needs of the economy, as wellvas a "Cold War" conflict. The Peace
as adaptability to Canadian life. Most suchConstituency became dissidents and indi-
applicants were English speaking, collegeviduals became conscientious objectors and
educated and in professional or occupationepponents of the war. US draft resisters and
al training. Up to 1967 they could cross thedeserters were fortunate that there was
border as visitors and apply for landedsomewhere to which they could escape.
immigrant status from within Canada but German pacifists had nowhere but death to
after that date they had to apply fromescape the draft during the Nazi regime.
outside Canada. The Liberal Government In our discussions with Quaker Peace
was neutral about draft resisters, harassmentorkers from the US who came to Canada
by police and immigration officials was to investigate the situation, we often found
negligible and on the whole their presencethat conscientious objection to war and
aroused relatively little  controversy. violence and their rejection of the cause for
Counselling groups and a network ofwhich the United States was supposed to be
support groups were formed across Canadayaging the war in Vietham deeply motivat-
especially in Montreal, Toronto and ed them; but, they were also motivated by a
Vancouver. feeling that the war in Vietham offended
Deserters presented a more difficulttheir understanding of the "American
situation. The Canadian Government didDream"”.
not, of course, publicize the fact that desert- A few Young Friends were amongst
ers could also be admitted as immigrantgshose who came to Canada as draft resisters.
and many thought they had to go to Europelt is assumed that the number was low
By 1969 it was virtually impossible for because it was less difficult for members of
deserters to cross into Canada and somthe Society of Friends to get Conscientious
were even deported. Many deserters wer®bjector status. Some who came to Canada
working class and scored much lower in theparticipated in Friends Meetings. A few
points system. Whereas middle class drafyyoung people became members of the
resisters could score 71 points (21 above th&ociety of Friends later on. A recent attempt
50 needed), an unskilled deserter could onlyo identify those who are still active
score on average 44 points. members of the Society of Friends in
In 1972 this liberal immigration policy Canada today has proved more difficult.
almost lost the election for then Prime Only a rough count could be made, but
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there are probably about 60 in various meetTherefore we should not emphasize our
ings across Canada today. Some are activeljfferent backgrounds or origins but recog-
dedicated and helpful in the life of their nize what it is that unites us in our common
Meetings and in Canadian Yearly Meeting. Quaker-Christian Faith (the Golden Thread
A Friend commented: “the fact that so few from the 17th century), careful not to point
joined is a sobering thought! None of usfingers at differences which, by fate, have
would want to label them ‘Americans’ now. brought us into the Quaker community.
Friends who came from the United Time passes and national backgrounds and
Kingdom, tend to me more ‘conservative’ country of origin blends into the new

than those from the United States.” community. Cultural traditions can be an
However, an 18-year old draft resister enrichment.
who came to Canada thirty years ago, will ~ Canadian Friends assisted in the Aid

have matured, made a career and havand Advisory Centres established by the
raised a family in Canada but will still have draft resisters themselves. As part of the
strong connections with the United Statessupportive network, Quaker families took
having family there and perhaps a kind ofthe young men into their homes, counselling
"double vision" about life in the two coun- them and helping them to adjust to their
tries. This would also apply, of course, tonew country. Part of this network was the
the millions of immigrants from many other Toronto Ecumenical Counselling Service on
countries who have entered Canada in thevhich the CFSC Peace Education Secretary
past thirty years. During that time the popu-served. The Toronto Anti-Draft Program's
lation has greatly increase from 24 to 34"Manual for Draft-Age Immigrants to
million. Canada has become a multi-ethnicCanada" went through six editions and sold
country and nowhere is that more visible 25,000 copies.
than in Toronto or Vancouver. Numbers differ on the number of draft
Our Meetings are often a reflection of resisters and deserters who immigrated
this ethnic diversity and an enrichment tobecause the Canadian Immigration Statistics
us. Through integration, we may become alid not distinguish between the reasons why
harmonious community of Friends, not US citizens emigrated to Canada. It is esti-
always without friction because people domated that 18,000-25,000 draft resisters and
have different backgrounds, understandinggd.0-12,000 deserters entered the country. Of
and experiences. But we recognise that theourse, Friends and others from the United
teaching ministry is essential to our growth States had been settling in Canada prior to
in faith beyond our diversity. A Friend once the American intervention in Vietnam
commented that the country of origin of abecause of the prevailing atmosphere in the
person could be detected by the accent buyS.
even this changes as the next generation Another Friend commented that some
comes along. Personally | have never cenfFriends who came to Canada from the
tered on the "national" background of aUnited States during the Vietnam War and
Friend or Attender. In a Quaker Meeting wewho have remained in Canada, seem to live
are working towards, perhaps longing for, a"withdrawn" "private” lives, somewhat dis-
fellowship of shared faith and action underengaged from public life - not joining. She
God's guidance. It is only in times of con- added that this may be a loss to Canadian
flict or change that "national” aspirations Yearly Meeting today, whilst others are
are noticeable or sometimes obvious.very active, not at all reticent. A Friend
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family who came to Canada from England
around that time said the war in Vietham
was not a burning concern for them at that
time but rather the terrible things which
were happening in Northern Ireland.

The general atmosphere of opposition
to the war affected Canadian life to some
extent. CFSC received letters from people
who said that Quakers should disassociate
themselves from opposition to the war.
There were extreme positions. At times, the
opposition to the war threatened to become
violent - the "sit-ins", Peace Marches,
demonstrations outside U.S. embassies and
consulates. In the last resort, there was a
danger that the religious message of Friends
would get lost and our work would "get off
track".

A decade later, a Friend met with offi-
cials of the Canadian Immigration
Department to discuss a proposal made at
CYM which asked that young Americans
who consciously objected to registration in
any future draft, should be admitted to
Canada as refugees. The officials pointed
out that refugees were those who faced
immediate threats to their lives which
cannot be said of young Americans. They
could only be admitted as immigrants.

| had dinner a few weeks ago with a
Viethamese young woman who came to
Canada as a Vietnamese boat person. In our
sharing about CFSC Medical Air Program
she said: "It is important to me to know that
somebody cared."

“We had to recognize the separate
identity of Canadian Friends from

American Friends. Our meetings
have been successful in succeed into
all of this, | think beyond their

proper place. This involvement has
precluded Canadian Friends from
attending to matters which are
germane to us. As US Friends must
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protest because of the special
involvement of their government, so
Canadian Friends should be specially
concerned for the activities adur
government. Though we may have to
protest Canadian industrial involve-
ment in armaments our major
emphasis should be on the positive
side of our Quaker Peace Testimony.
Those things which must be done in
the present world order to diminish
the occasion for war. In this regard
our government has spoken out but
has not done much. It can do no
more than the Canadian public wish
and it is here where our role might
be. Perhaps our Peace Testimony
should be devoted to educating the
Canadian people ... to pay African
and South American more for their
products. We cannot afford such a
high standard of living if our fellow
human being is living below human
dignity. There are seeds of war
which are in all of us. It is a far
tougher assignment than the popular
protest against war and government
coercion. The Canadian Government
is in a position to be heard interna-
tionally and Canadian Friends to be
heard in Canada. Friends are good at
talking to government through
chosen individuals and feeling smug
as a result. What is wanted is a
movement away from US protest and
involvement and a personal cam-
paign by every Friend at the grass-
roots level to influence neighbour
and fellow Canadians. Such a cam-
paign could build a vital and signifi-
cant body of Friends in Canada
which would be worth working for
and which might be enough to over-
come our smalltime differences in
words and outlook.”
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Conclusion: Religious Experience and Williams, Roger Neville,The New Exiles:

the Quaker Process

If you are not convinced about the relig-
ious experience, or have not had experi-
enced it, you may think Quaker work can be
done in another way. We had to cope with
strongly left-wing people who were
involved in the work - political activists
who were emotionally on one side. But as a
Quaker you cannot be neutral about the
suffering of any of the victims of conflict.
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Rogers Family - Radio and Cable Communications

information compiled by Sandra McCann Fuller

In the years 2000 and 2001 the town ofbranch of the family which has become well-
Newmarket, Ontario, has been celebratingknown in the world of electronic communi-
the 204" anniversary of its founding by cations. This Rogers family is descended
Timothy Rogers and a group of Quaker set-from Mary Rogers, the daughter of Timothy
tlers. After the American Revolution, many and Sarah (Wilde) Rogers, who married Asa
Quakers who had been long-establishedRogers, son of Wing and Rebecca
residents of the New England colonies, (Sherman) Rogers.
immigrated to Canada at the turn of the  Timothy Rogers’ certificate of removal
nineteenth century in search of fertile soil from the Monthly Meeting held at Danby,
and freedom of worship. In the year 1800,Vermont, on the 8th of 1st month 1801, was
Timothy Rogers (1756-1834), a Quaker addressed to Pelham Monthly Meeting of
coloniser from Vermont, visited Upper Friends in Upper Canada, in those early
Canada and was very pleased with the partiays, the nearest meeting to Yonge Street.

of Yonge Street near the Holland River,
approximately 30 miles north of York
(Toronto). An energetic colonizer, Rogers
negotiated for grants of land for forty
Quaker families with the government of
Upper Canada which, recognizing Quaker
ability to settle wild frontiers and to get
along with the Indian population, was only
too happy to use them as a buffer on the
principal route to the interior of the prov-
ince, north of York. Isaac Lundy, a Quaker
from Pennsylvania subsequently made
arrangements for another 20 families. The
Quaker families, the first white settlers
north of the Oak Ridge Moraine, began
arriving in the spring of 1801 and soon
established a Quaker Settlement on Yonge
Street, near the present town of Newmarket.
By 1806, the pioneer settlement had estab-
lished a meeting house and school, and
Timothy Rogers turned his abilities towards
organizing another settlemeat Pickering,
near the shores of Lake Ontario, approx-
imately 25 miles east of York. This anni-

versary has generated a great deal of interest On the same date, similar certificates

This is to inform thatTimothy
Rogers and his wife Saralrequest-
ed our certificate for themselves and
children whose names are Sarah,
Timothy, John, Elizabeth, Asa,
Matilda, Wing, & Elmsly. This is to
certify on their behalf that they are
members of our Religious Society
and he is a diligent attender of our
Meetings and in a good degree of an
order by life & conversation, and
have settled their outward affairs to
satisfaction as far as appears; there-
fore, we recommend them to your
Christian care & oversight, with
desires for their growth and estab-
lishment in the truth, we conclude,
and remain your brothers & sisters.
signed on behalf and by direction of
our Monthly Meeting

By Harris Otis, clerk

Judith Rogers, clerk

about the Rogers family, in particular the directed from Danby Monthly Meeting to
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Pelham Monthly Meeting, Upper Canada,Rogers (1774-1809), son of Wing Rogers
were provided for Timothy and Sarah’s and Rebecca Sherman / Mercy Hatch?.
married daughters and their husbands: 6. Sarah Rogers (1786-1809)

7. Timothy Rogers Jr (1788-18?7?)
Asa Rogers, his wife Mary,and little child 8. Elizabeth Rogers (17??-1809) m 1806 Mr

Zenos; Bostwick
Rufus Rogers and wife, Lydia; 9. John Rogers (1791/93-1809)
Wing Rogers Junior and wife Hannah. 10. Asa Rogers (1795-

11. Matilda Rogers (1797-187??) m 1813

The following year, in the % month Benjamin Widdifield
1802, Danby Monthly Meeting provided a 12. Wing Rogers (1798-1882) m 1822
certificate for James Rogers, son ofRebecah Hughes (1801-1888)

Timothy Rogers, who had removed within 13. John Elmsley Rogers (1800-1809)
the verge of Pelham Meeting in Upper 14. Stephen Rogers (1802-18?7?)
Canada. 15. Stillborn

A family Bible (1847) which belonged * Wing Rogers and Asa Rogers were broth-
to Wing Rogers, son of Timothy & Sarah ers, sons of Wing Rogers and Rebecca
(Wilde) Rogers, and subsequently to RevdSherman. Rufus Rogers was their half
Robert H. Rogers, Friend, and Methodistbrother, son of Wing Rogers and Mercy
pastor at Newmarket, provides informationHatch.
about the Rogers family:

Timothy Rogers was born in the state of Sarah Wilde Rogers died the 13th day of 1st
Connecticut, on the 22nd day of 5th month,month, 1812. Timothy Rogers was married
1756. His mother was Mara Huntley. the second time to Anna Harned, the 28th
Sarah Wilde, his first wife, was born the 3rd day of 10th month, 1813, New Jersey State.
day of the first month, 1759, DutchessAnna Harned, his second wife, was born the
County, New York State, daughter of 12th day of 12th month, 1780, in the state of
Obadiah Wilde. Timothy Rogers & Sarah New Jersey.

Wilde were married the 7th day of 1st Timothy Rogers died the 23rd day of 11th
month, 1776, Dutchess County, New Yorkmonth 1834, and is buried at Pickering,

State. Ontario. Anna Rogers, Timothy Rogers'
Timothy and Sarah (Wilde) Rogers’ second wife, died on the 16th day of 12th

children: month, 1846. Timothy and Ann (Harned)

1. Obadiah W. Rogers (1776-1841) m. Rogers’ children:

Cynthia Fisk (1780-1846) 1. Jonathan Harned Rogers (1814-1888)

2. Hannah Rogers (1778-1809) m. Wing 2. Sarah Rogers (1815-1847)

Rogers Jr* son of Wing Rogers and 3. Martha Rogers (1817- ??)

Rebecca Sherman 4. John Wilde Rogers (1819- ??)

3. James Rogers (1780-1856) m Mary 5. David Timothy Rogers (1820- ??)
Agnes Harman (1786-1867)

4. Mary Rogers (1782-1809) m. Asa and Mary (Rogers) Rogers were the
17.01.1799 Asa Rogers* (1780- parents of the following 4 children:
1834) son of Wing Rogers and 1. Zenos (1800-1820) m. Elizabeth Gager.
Rebecca Sherman 2. Anna (1802-1822) m 1822 Joseph Moore.

5. Lydia Rogers (1784-1809) m. Rufus 3. Rebekah (1804-1877?).

74 Canadian Quaker History Journal, No. 66, 2001



4. Elias (1806-1850) m. Sarah Pearson

In 1807, Asa and Mary Rogers gave the
deed to 2 acres of land from Lot N0.92 King
Township, west side of Yonge Street, for
use of the Yonge Street Meeting as a
burying ground. After Mary Rogers’ death
in 1809, Asa Rogers married his second
wife in 1810, Sarah Dennis (1788-1821)
with whom he had 6 children, and his third
wife in 1824, Lydia Ray (1790-1862) with
whom he had 5 children.

On 22nd May 1828, at Yonge Street
Meeting, Elias Rogers married Sarah
Pearson, daughter of Joseph and Mary
(Ray) Pearson. Their children were Elias
Rogers Jr, Martha Rogers, Benjamin
Rogers, andamuel Rogers

Samuel Rogers (1835-1903), received
his education at the common school in

Elias Armitage, Caroline W.
Armitage, John Armitage, Mary P.
Armitage, John W. Bogart, Elizabeth
A. [Brook?], Stephen Cody, Rebecca
Cody, Benjamin Cody, Allen Cody,
Elizabeth Cody, Susan Cody, Seneca
Doan, Elizabeth Doan, Elizabeth
Doan, Theodore Huntly, Huldah
Huntly, Eleazar Lewis, T. A. Lewis,
[Thomas?] Moore, D. S. Phillips,
Joshua Richardson, Alfred Rogers,
Nelson Rogers, Esther Rogers, Amos
Rogers, Enoch D. Rogers, Augustus
Rogers, Asa Rogers, Daniel H.
Rogers, Esther S. Shaw, James
Srigley, Francis Starr, Mary C. Starr,
Clayton Webb, Sarah Webb, Ira
Webb, Mary R. Webb.

In the early 1860s, Samuel Rogers

Newmarket and at West Lake Boardingbecame one of the first agents in the
School, the Friends' Seminary near PictonNewmarket district for the sale of sewing

Ontario,
College.

the predecessor

of Pickeringmachines. Around 1870, poor health forced
him to accept a transfer to Louisville,

Marriage 1856:

Samuel Rogers of the Township of
Whitchurch, County of York, son of
the late Elias Rogers and Sarah, his
wife, and Achsah Cody, daughter of
Stephen Cody and Rebecca
[Phillips], his wife, of the Township
of East Gwillimbury, having laid
their intentions of marriage with
each other before two Monthly
Meetings of the Religious Society of
Friends held at Yonge Street,
Township of King, appeared in a
public meeting of said Society, held
at Yonge Street, and accomplished
their marriage, this Jh day of the
First Month, in the year of our Lord
1856.

And we being present have sub-
scribed our names as witness thereof -
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Kentucky, and subsequently he took charge
of the Cincinnati, Ohio branch of the Grover
& Baker Sewing Machine Company. Upon
the death of his mother, Sarah (Pearson)
Rogers, in 1876, Samuel Rogers returned to
Toronto to join his brother, Elias, in a one-
year partnership to establish the S. & E.
Rogers Coal Company. This brief venture
into the fuel business launched his interest
in the oil industry, and he emerged as one of
the leading oil dealers in Canada, with oper-
ations throughout the British Empire, in
Australia, New Zealand and India. Samuel
Rogers & Company, commenced in 1878,
merged with several other independent oil
companies to form the Queen City Oil
Company with Rogers as president. This
company entered into business partnership
with the Standard Oil Company of America
in 1896, and in 1912 was absorbed into the
Imperial Oil Company Limited of Canada.
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Outside of business, Samuel Rogers: .
most vital concerns were religion and child- b,,_ Lt
ren. With other members of the Rogersgf ' =
family, he assisted in establishing a Friends[if:
Meeting in Toronto, and was instrumental |
in the resuscitation of Pickering College, the
only secondary school in Canada supporte
by the Society of Friends. His daughter, &=
Ella Rogers Firth, became its first university-
educated lady principal, and served
Pickering College faithfully for over twenty- childhood. Experimenting with wireless
five years. His delight in children also led came to Rogers at the age of 11, and it con-
him to join forces with John Ross tinued until, 14 years later, the results of his
Robertson, editor of thdoronto Evening  experiments were to startle radio engineers
Telegram, to found the Hospital for Sick the world over. It started the year before the
Children, Toronto. London Conference in 1911. Amateur had
not been assigned a place in the air, and Ted
Samuel and Achsah (Cody) (1832-1903)Rogers wandered up and down the wave

e

Pickering College, Newmarket

Rogers were the parents of: length range with a tuning coil and an elec-
1. Joseph Pearson Rogers (1856-1922) trolytic detector. Soon he replaced the elec-
married Jessie Carlyle trolytic detector with the silicon crystal.

2. Sarah Rebecca Rogers (1858-1914) After the First World War, he was one of

married Dr William lanson the first amateurs to be given a place on the
3. Albert Stephen Rogers (1859-1932) air and his station became known on all
married Mary Ella Elsworth wave lengths as 3BP. From his school

4. Sherman Rogers (1862-1864) home, Pickering College, Newmarket, the
5. Esther Rogers (1864-1931) T —

6. Ella Rogers (1866-1949) married Dr
William Firth

7. Mary Rogers (1869-1909)

Of the seven children born to Samuel
Rogers and Achsah (Cody) Rogers, their
son Albert Stephen Rogers (1859-1932) was
the father of Edward Samuel Rogers.

Edward Samuel “Ted” Rogers
(1900-1939)

Edward Samuel Rogers, inventor,
broadcasting pioneer, was born at Toronto
21 June 1900, and died there 6 May 1939.
Son of Albert Stephen Rogers, a wealthy
businessman, and Mary Ellsworth Rogers, A 0
Ted Rogers was obsessed with radio from Ted Rogers
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youthful wireless enthusiast went on the airthe Atlantic Ocean a successful telegraph
with a so-called half-kilowatt spark trans- signal originating in Canada, and was the
mitter. That transmitter was heard through-only Canadian to win an American competi-
out the eastern part of the continent anction for low-power broadcasts across the
often reports came of reception on theAtlantic. His message began in Newmarket,
Pacific coast, a remarkable feat then. At th¢Ontario, and was heard in Androssan,
age of 13 he won a prize for the best amaoutside Glasgow, Scotland. Paul A.
teur-built radio in Ontario. Ted Rogers Godfrey had been sent to Scotland by the
graduated from the School of Practicalamateurs of America for the purpose of

Science, University of Toronto. catching amateur signals from the North
American continent. In a bleak, barren,
Rogers TransAtlantic Feat 1921 field , Godfrey sat in a tent in front of a

receiving set tuned in on America, and lis-

In December 1921, using a half-kilowatt tened to catch amateur signals. One
telegraph station built in a small room onmorning, Rogers received a cable that he
the first floor of the south wing of Pickering had been heard in Androssan, the only
College, Ted Rogers Sr became the firsCanadian among the 25 amateurs heard.
amateur Canadian operator to send acrosThis breakthrough achievement encouraged
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further work which later resulted in the [Sources:Toronto Daily Sar, Saturday,
Rogers Batteryless Radio, the first all-May 6, 1939, p10; Donald J.C. Philipson in
electric radio receiving set in the world. The Canadian Encyclopedia, Year 2000
He continued experimenting for some edition, Toronto, ON : McClelland Stewart
time and on a visit to the United States firstinc. c1999, p. 2033]
saw a small experimental radio tube
designed to operate from the 110-volt eleclRogers Communications Incorporated
tric light circuits. He was advised by
engineers that the tube was the hardest to Rogers Communications Incorporated,
develop commercially of the whole tray of controlled by the Edward S. Rogers family,
similar-looking tubes. That was a challengeis one of the world’s largest Cable
to young Rogers. When he returned toTelevision holding companies, with subsidi-
Canada, he carried the patents to the tube iary interests in radio broadcasting and enter-
his pocket. Then followed long months of tainment services. Rogers Communications
experiments with circuits and transformers.Inc. operates several cable-television
Finally, when the proper combinations weresystems in Canada and the USA, with over
worked out, Ted Rogers found that music1.9 million subscribers in Canada alone, and
came through his light socket sweetly andin both countries provides a variety of serv-
clearly. His alternating-current radio tube, ices including special programming, interac-
perfected in 1925, revolutionized the hometive television, and pay television services.
radio-receiver industry throughout the lts principal Canadian operations are
world. Before Rogers, home receivers hadocated in Vancouver, Victoria, Calgary,
to run on direct current from rechargeableToronto, and southern Ontario.
acid-filled batteries: the 25- or 60- cycle RTL's other holdings include CFTR-
hum of alternating-current mains electricity AM and CHFI-FM in Toronto and stations
was often louder than radio signals.in Sarnia and Leamington, Ontario, and
Rogers’ amplifying tube eliminated this CFMT-TV also in Toronto. In 1986,
problem, making mains-powered homeRogers gained control of Cantel Inc.,
radios practical for the first time. In 1925, Canada’s only national cellular telephone
exactly one year after he had brought baclcompany. Rogers owns the Canadian Home
the “hopeless” tube from the United States,Shopping Network and shares control of
he placed on the world market the firstYTV, a specialty network of children’s
commercial light socket radio receiving set.programming. They are also partners with
The Rogers Batteryless Radio offered fullCanadian Pacific and American telephone
command of the world’s radio entertain- giant AT&T in Unitel Communications.
ment to every Canadian home where elec- Rogers completed one of
tric power was available. With his father, Canada’s largest and most complex corpo-
he founded the Rogers Majestic manufacturrate takeovers in 1994 with its $3.1 billion
ing company and established several broadpurchase of Maclean Hunter. With reve-
casting companies, including station 9RBnues of $2.25 billion in 1994, Rogers has
(later CFRB, Toronto) named for the grown into Canada’s largest broadcasting
“Rogers Batteryless” system. Ted Rogersoperation. [Peter Anderson Tine Canadian
married Velma Taylor of Woodstock. Their Encyclopedia, Year 2000 edition, Toronto,
son, Edward Samuel Rogers Jr, born aODN : McClelland Stewart Inc. ¢1999, p.
Toronto 27 May 1933, heads Rogers2033]
Communications Limited.
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8) Joseph, married Christianna Willson. regard for "truth’ of the Quakers of the early

9) Benjamin, married and had 3 children. centuries (mid 17th to early 20th centuries).

10) Mary, born 1794 or 95. Went on It was a cardinal rule that one should not
horseback about 1800 to Canada. Diedalsify or distort. If, occasionally it led one
in spring of 1885 or 87. Married 1st into slightly absurd ‘righteousness’, when

James Willson; 2nd 1824 Caleb Jones. perhaps the letter of the law rather than its
spirit was paramount, it was also a disci-

§ pline which | do not deplore (having been

exposed to it) - and in the main, | have

Notes by Dr Rachel Katherine Haight come to think it as important as they did.

Ottawa, January 1972 R.K.H.

Armitage - Randall - Lundy - Willson - §
Widdifield - Playter - Hughes - Webb -
Hollingshead - are all names from child- For further reference: Commemorative
hood memories - not till today did | know Biographical Record of the County of York,
how the lines of family relationship or Ontario, containing biographical sketches of
friendship were drawn. | remember prominent and representative citizens and
“Jennie’ Widdifield very well. She seems to many of the early settled families. Toronto
me now to have been fairly tall - at any rate,: J.H. Beers & Company, 1907.
a carriage which suggested it - fair - ratherWiddifield Families, ppl6, 379;
“elegant’ in dress (much more fashionableA.E.Widdifield (1861-19??), son of
than my beloved aunts Eliza and Gulia) andBenjamin and Elizabeth (Smith) Widdifield,
therefore slightly frightening and “foreign’. p379; Joseph Henry Widdifield (1845-1906)
A woman of spirit (born out by the remarks son of Charles E. and Angelina (Hughes)
in this account). Widdifield, p16; William C. Widdifield
Dorothy McCormick - who married (1855-19?7?) son of Charles W. Widdifield,
Gordon Taylor - was a student at Universityp296; William Henry Widdifield (1837-
College, University of Toronto, while 1 was 19??), son of William and Annie (Wilson)
a medical student. | knew her slightly but Widdifield, p336.
our paths did not coincide beyond recogni-Edited by Sandra McCann Fuller
tion.
Greta and Vera Playter - the twins - were
also known to me - but our acquaintance
was not deep. They belonged to Rachel
Katharine H. “Jennie’s’ generation, | think
The small armchair - now upholstered in
velvet - formerly in reddish-brown leather -
in my sitting room came from "Mr Randall’
who lived in Waterloo. Was he one of the
Whitchurch Newmarket Randalls? | do not
know.
The incident described, of Henry
Widdifield and his neighbour Elisha, is
highly characteristic of the meticulous
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little, we were thrilled because we heardThe guests are fled, the garlands dead,
that Samuel Lount, a cousin, had been And all but he departed.”
hanged during the Rebellion in 1837. Thomas Moore
Imagine our great disappointment when we
found that he was only a cousin of §
Grandma's brother-in-law, and no blood
relation, so | can't hand you that distinction.Notes provided by Charles H. Haight, Hotel
The only stain ever known on the Selby, 592 Sherbourne Street, Toronto,
Widdifield name was when poor Charlie Ontario, 1946
Widdifield proved dishonest. There was Widdifield Line
much to be said for him. Born a cripplel John Widdifield came with certificate
and suffering greatly from birth, never able from Thirsk, Yorkshire, England, dated
to run and play like other boys, hampered in  14-7-1703 to Philadelphia Monthly
every way, he felt the world was against Meeting. He married there Mary
him. At his trial held in Newmarket, it was  Lawrence of that Meeting, 11-29-1707.
told that there had never been a stain on the Daughter Mary Moore, late Widdifield,
Widdifield name for 125 years. Of course, was disowned 9-26-1725 for marrying
he did wrong, and it killed Uncle Ed, but out.
none of us ever felt disgraced by it. Charliell Henry Widdifield, son of John and Mary,
was just a weed in a field of golden grain. came with his parents.

| can give you no highwaymen, no Henry Widdifield Jr took a removal certifi-
pirates, no murders, or suicides. Pretty tame cate from Philadelphia to Wrightstown,
| grant you, but something to be proud of Bucks County, Pennsylvania, 12-11-
and emulate. Our forebears were very 1760. He returned by certificate 8-10-
human; they had strength and weakness, 1769. He appears to [have] returned to
faults and virtues, even as you and I. Just a Sussex County, New Jersey. He married
simple God-fearing people shining lights in  Martha Willson. He witnessed the will
a dark world. Always remember that on  of Samuel Willson 1-5-1785. On 5-10-
both the Widdifield and Hughes sides, you 1792 asked for certificate for himself and
are descended from the Society of Friends, wife Martha and their children to
something to live up to. I've been sorry to Camden, New Jersey. He likely died
intrude myself into these records or remem- there. His children were -
brances, but | was there and knew and loved 1) John, married and had Phoebe, Henry,

all this of which I have written. So, | give it
to you for what it is worth; at least it is true.

Now | am the eldest one living of that large

family, the Matriarch of the Widdifields and
82 1/2 years old - a long way to travel.

" Oft in the stilly night

When slumber's chain has bound me,
Fond memory brings the light

Of other days around me,
| feel like one who sits alone

The banquet halls deserted,

94

and Timothy.

2) Mark, married and had Mordecali,
Henry, and Mary.

3) Henry, married Phoebe Randall.

4) Martha, married Joseph Webster
and had 7 children: Joseph, Moses,
Abram, Martha, Mary, Benjamin, Ruth,
Anna, and Charlotte.

5) Mordecai, married Ann Lundy.

6) Robert, born 2-12-1785.

7) William, born 2-12-1785; died 1-19-
1872. Married Anna Willson.
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Johnathan Collins died in 1923 the side bore such a startling resemblance to
Mercie Moore and Alex Carrick were Mother that a friend cut it out and sent it to
married in 1933, living in Toronto. Alex me. It was Mother in her grey dress. The

Carrick died in 1943. last few years of her life, Grandma wore
Mercie Moore Carrick had two children, rather fancy caps which sat up on her head
Judy and Johnny. and were most becoming. When people

would look through the family album and
William Clark Widdifield (1855- ) married come to Grandma’s picture, they would

Emma Cane. often say, “There’s Queen Victoria”. That
William C. Widdifield died in 1930. is why | think the Widdifields were original-
Emma Cane Widdifield died in 1934. ly English, and the ponhaus is why |

Marjorie Widdifield and Blake Underhill thought they might be Dutch. You will see
were married in 1919. They had two child- Grandma'’s cap in that crayon picture of her.

ren Barbara and Bryan. So now, Dorothy, you have a glimpse of
Barbara Underhill and Harold R. Scott werethe past of the Widdifield and the Hughes
married in Barrie, Ontario, in 1946. families. You know as much of the younger

ones as | do. They have not stopped; they
James Edward Widdifield (1857- ) married are going on and on, but the younger ones
Emma Watson. of this age will never know the dear ances-
Wentworth Widdifield, son of J.E. and tors from which they sprang. How | wish
Emma Watson Widdifield was drowned. they could!
Emma Watson Widdifield died in 1921. Other Widdifields must have come to
Edward Widdifield died in 1928. Canada, of whom | have no record, for there
Ethel Angeline Widdifield and Dr Victor were a number of cousins in Pine Orchard,
MacCormack were married. They had twobut we knew little of them. Obed and
sons, Edward and Robert, and lived inJohnathan Widdifield were cousins of
Toronto. Grandpa, but | don’'t know how near. They
Ethel Widdifield, Mrs Dr Victor used to come to see him, but | never saw
McCormack , died January 12, 1947, intheir wives or families there. The girls,
Toronto. Jennie and Rose, held themselves somewhat
Charles Howard Widdifield was married to aloof, as these cousins were given to rather
Greta Watson. They had three sonscoarse jokes; so the girls would not stay in

McKenzie King, Bruce, and [Watson?]. the room. Grandpa insisted upon politeness

Charlie Widdifield died in .... towards his cousins, but it was of the frigid
variety.

Jennie Widdifield died in 1937. There was a Richard Widdifield, a

Quaker preacher, but | have no idea whether

There was a striking resemblancehe was a connection or not. In Picton, lived
between the Widdifields and the Royal a fine family, Judge Charles Widdifield and
Family, that is, some of them. Uncle his charming wife, who visited at Uncle
Doctor and King Edward VII could have Doctor’s in Toronto, but I do not know their
passed for brothers. In Life magazine, notorigin - all cousins of some kind.
too many years ago, there was a picture of It is said that if you dig back far enough
King Edward and Queen Alexandra / King in any family history you will find a relative
George and Queen Mary, and one lady atvho was hanged. When Howard and | were

Canadian Quaker History Journal, No. 66, 2001 93



wasn’t long before Rose came down withPasadena, California, and was buried there.
the same dread disease; again, Jennie togkgnes W. Knowles died in 1922 in
her to Denver. She had always been frailPasadena and was buried there.
and the disease seemed so deeply rooteStuart Barclay MacMillan and Mary Francis
that it was plain from the first that there was Stacy were married in 1923.
no hope. So, after a few months, they camé&llsworth MacMillan died in November of
home knowing it was the end. Rose died in1938.
1890. While Jennie and Rose were inStuart B. MacMillan had four children:
Denver, the Playter twins, Vera and GretaEllsworth, Stuart Jr, Mary Louise, and
were born. So it went on - joy and sorrow, Malcolm Stacy.
life and death. Losing her two youngestGordon Barclay Taylor and Dorothy
was very hard on Grandma who was such &cCormick were married in September of
precious Mother. Shortly after that, Uncle 1937.
Doctor moved to Toronto, taking Grandma Gordon and Dorothy Taylor had three child-
and Aunt Jean with him - a great loss toren: Ann Barclay, Robert McCormack, and
those of us left behind. Dorothy Widdifield.

The next to go January 29, 1894 wasJohn J. Taylor died in 1940.
your Grandfather Walter Playter, the mostRobert B. Taylor and Helen Janota were
devoted husband and father, and beloved bynarried in May 1942, living in New York
all. City.

Grandma Widdifield died suddenly in Robert B. Taylor had one son, Richard
1896 at Uncle Doctor's home in Toronto., Matthew.
just as they had issued invitations for a large
tea; so another great loss was keenly felt byPhebe Gulielma Widdifield (1847- )
old and young. They had bought a largemarried Walter Playter.
family plot in Newmarket cemetery long In 1897 Florence Playter was married to
before; so all were laid there. In 1906 J.H.Robert Lorne McCormick. They had one
Widdifield, Uncle Doctor, died in Toronto daughter, Dorothy Isabel.
and was buried in Newmarket. Elma W. Playter died in 1938.

Greta Adele Playter and Stanley Gilbert

Elizabeth Agnes Widdifield (1842- ) Tobin, of Edmonton, were married in 1922.
married George Barclay Knowles. They had children, Dorothy, Gene, and
In 1899 Emma F. Knowles and Elsworth Jimmy.
MacMillan were married in the Knowles' Florence Playter McCormick died in August
home in Newmarket to which they had 1943.
previously moved from Whitchurch. They
had one son, Stuart Barclay. Mercy Ann Widdifield (1849- ) married
In 1900 Helen Maude Knowles was marriedJohnathan J. Collins.
to John J. Taylor in Newmarket, going toIn 1900 Mercie W. Collins died in St
Hamilton, New York, to live. They had two Catharines and was buried there.
sons, Gordon Barclay and Robert Brownlee.[Herbert Collins graduated from University
In 1903 Fred Knowles and Grace Waters ofof Toronto, class of 1904].
Kentucky were married in New York, Evelyn Maude Collins and Samuel S.
making their home there. Moore were married and lived in Toronto.
George Barclay Knowles died in 1918 in They had one daughter, Mercie.
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The Widdifield Building con-
structed 1880, corner of Main
and Botsford Streets.

......

NEWT o[ ARRIVING (177 7

New Dress Goods in all Leading She

being the only light available; therefore, ais interesting to note that all the little
great many brass candlesticks were thera)Viddifields who were taught there, learned
viewed with indifference by the family - the young ideas - how to shoot, and also
even when kerosene lamps were usechow to elocute.
Candles were useful for going down cellar, Howard got so well that if he had
etc. When Grandma left the farm, theseremained in Denver, he would no doubt
candlesticks - real antiques - of all shapefave been cured. After a year or two, he
and sizes, were consigned to the attic alongould not stand it away from his loved ones
with the horsehair trunk and other abundantind insisted upon coming home. Grandma,
relics of the past. Later, when they realizedlennie, and Rose, had gone to live with
that these same brass relics were becomingncle Doctor in Newmarket; so, when
valuable, they went back to salvage themHoward came back, it was not to the old
only to find that Aunt Emma had given farm home, but to Newmarket where, after
them and all the other contents of the attia happy year or so, he passed away, sure of
to the junk man. So, they could only say,his home in heaven. When a patient returns
“Of all sad words of tongue or pen, thehome from Denver, it is the end; so they
saddest are these - it might have been ... “ say. They never gain again what they lost,
You thought, Dorothy, that the old and they only go back to die. Howard knew
Widdifield home must be out of existencethat and chose. Howard died in 1887.
by now, but the same old bricks are in the Uncle Will had married and lived across
wall as they were 90 years ago, just like thehe street from Uncle Doctor's house.
old schoolhouse where they all attended. ItUncle Ed was in the dear old farm house. It
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famous. The heads were used for ponhausrumbled. His hear failed, dropsy set in,
and your Grandma Playter was noted for heand there was no hope. He had been a great
skill at that. Ponhaus sounds German to mesmoker and that was the only reason the
but we always made it. Howard and | , whodoctors could find for his condition. He
were always under foot, roasted the tails anadould not lie down, so had to sit propped in
ears. | don't know why, for we never could a big chair, day and night. Different
bring ourselves to taste them. It seemed amembers of the family sat up with him
family tradition. Uncle Will liked the every night. The large family was a bless-
brains. My father was very skilled in curing ing then. | was allowed to sit with him one
the hams and shoulders. They were packedight until 4am, when Uncle Ed relieved
in a barrel, and | know he used salt, brownme. | was proud that they trusted me. He
sugar, and saltpetre. Then, they weravas so grateful for all the loving care given
smoked and ready for use. | have nevehim. Very few had the record of such a
tasted more delicious ham than our homeiarge unbroken family circle for so many
cured ones. After the hubbub was overyears. It was hard to adjust ourselves to the
there was a good supper. Uncle Will neverchange. The day of the funeral was very
missed that, though | cannot remember thatold and stormy. In those days, the women
he worked much. Uncle Ed was so jolly never went to the cemetery. Howard was
that | had a little verse which | always not well but felt he must go; so, they
repeated at that time. Sometimes he gobundled him up, but he came home very il

ahead and said it first. and was in bed many weeks. The doctors
called it typhoid fever, but they knew later

“Oh, Edward, Edward, what's a pig that it had been lung fever and in a few
that thou shouldst weep and wail. months, he was pronounced tubercular.
Come bear thee like a butchers’s Doctors didn't seem to know that good

child and thou shalt have the tail.” home treatment was better than Denver air,

and always sent their patients to Colorado.

We always had Christmas with the It was a tragedy for Howard who was such a
Widdifields, as Father’'s family could not home boy, but Jennie went with him and got
get all their children together at that time. him comfortably settled in a nice home.
Until | was eighteen years old, we were anAfter a few weeks, because of the expense,
unbroken family circle - the nine children she came home.
and all the grandchildren were there. There In the meantime, while Howard was in
would be two turkeys and a goose. UncleDenver, Walter and Elma Playter who had
Doctor always brought fruit and bonbons.been keeping house for her bachelor
After dinner, everyone would wear the brother, Uncle Doctor Widdifield, wanted to
paper cap with much hilarity. At move into a home of their own, and give
Thanksgiving, there would often be a little more time to their general store [in the
pig roasted whole, as well as turkey. It wasWiddifield Building constructed 1880,
a happy family. corner of Main and Botsford Streets].

Then came the first break. On NovemberGrandma, Jennie, and Rose, moved into
10th, 1883, Grandpa Widdifield died, agedNewmarket with Uncle Doctor. | don't
70 years. He had been a very healthy marknow when Newmarket was first settled, as
boasting that not a drop of medicine hadin my time, it was always there. In the
passed his lips for forty years, and suddenlyearly days, a great many candles were used,
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Another son, Dr Edward Playter, lived in They ate the first saucer anyway they
Toronto. His daughter, Kate, visited at desired; then, were given a second one, with
Grandpa’'s with Hattie Brown of Kansas. little fluted pans to pour the sugar in after
One night, they had a party, and the nexthey had stirred it, and those they took home
morning at breakfast, Kate was teasingwith them. Buckwheat cakes made with
Hattie about a handsome blonde young maryeast were always served for breakfast, and
from Newmarket. Hattie, who lisped, was the maple syrup eaten with them was
protesting, “I didn’t thay he wath the hand- something to dream about.
thomest man | ever thaw, | thaid he wath | shall never forget the wealth and beauty
handsome.” of wild flowers and ferns in Grandpa’s
But | am digressing. | want to show you woods in the spring. | often dream of them
that these were all flesh and blood peopleyet. At the end of the yard by the fence
even as you and I. A nice lot of cousins onwere hollyhocks galore. There were also
both sides of the family. horse radish roots which all the families
But we must return to the other helped themselves to. We grated them and
Widdifields. Much digression must be mixed it with vinegar; it was strong and
expected. fresh, as those who took too much could
In the spring, the making of soft soap attest.
was always interesting. Hardwood ashes We had grand apples. We cut them into
were saved through the winter; when thequarters, then strung them on twine to make
ashes were banked and water made to flowlried apples which would hang from the
through (or dripped), it made lye. In a hugeceiling. They would also be in pans around
iron kettle outdoors, a kettle full of fat the stove. We would say, “Tread on my
covered with lye in some way turned into toes and tell no lies, but don’t give me dried
soft soap. White table and often floors wereapple pies”. In the spring when fresh apples
much used and these had to be scrubbedere gone, they had their place, and Mother
with a brush and soft soap. It neverreally made good pies with them.
occurred to people to put oilcloth over the They had delicacies in those days, too. If
table and save such hard work. Fred and &ny one were ill, Grandpa would take his
have many laughs over the soft soap jar. gun, and the patient would have broiled
Sugar-making was a springtime event.pheasant breast for a treat. Grandpa would
Grandpa had the largest sugar bush (mapleften go out on a Saturday and shoot
trees) in the country. | will not bore you enough black squirrels for all to have hind
with details, but only speak of the pantry offlegs in plenty for Sunday breakfast.
the dining room on the old farm, filled with Nothing was used but the hind legs, and red
pails and crocks and pans of deliciousor gray squirrels would not answer.
maple syrup. People came from all over to | must mention “pig killing time” which
enjoy the treat. Several families came atwas always an event. Several were Kkilled
that time who never thought of entering theevery fall. In the evening, Grandpa’s family
door any other time, but they were alwaysand our family got together. The men cut
welcomed and generously served. Greaup the meat. The women cut lard ready for
kettles of taffy were prepared and served taendering. They cut sausage meat, and
the guests in saucers. There were pans gomeone began grinding it. They made
snow on which to spread the taffy if they ready the livers, tongues, and hearts for
wished, as it would make delicious wax. liverwurst for which my mother was
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came to see us in La Jolla where we werdived to be nearly 93 years old, but as she
vacationing. never gave us any affection, we younger
9) Elizabeth [Hughes], a beautiful woman, ones felt little loss.

married Henry Van Allen; they had four Now, a glimpse at many cousins on the
children: Josephine, Charles, Letty, andWiddifield side -

Warren. Second time married W. Johnson. Grandpa’s eldest sister, Mercy, married
Elizabeth Van Allen, Aunt Lizzie, as we Ira Brown; they had two daughters, Martha
called her, was so sweet and pretty. Heand Mary Ann. Martha Brown married
younger son, Warren, often visited us andRobert Willson of Ridgeway, Canada, and
we all loved to have him. He sang comicthey had four children: Jennie, Ella, Will,
songs and could entertain for a wholeand Ed, all of whom visited in Whitchurch.

evening. Mary Ann Brown, afterwards Marian,
10) Angelina married Charles Widdifield married Henry Marr. He had a very large
and had 9 children - names you know. nose, and was a Democrat - frequent visi-

Do you wonder | have 500 cousins! Manytors.
of these cousins lived near. So, you see, Hugh Brown lived in Cleveland. It was
these are all people | know and I'm nothis daughter, Florence, who made the
making them up. crayon drawing of our dear Grandmother
Great-grandmother Hughes, aged 92which | want you to have in your home.
Angelina’s mother, lived with them after  Mary Ann married George Playter; their
her husband died. | think that | never sawchildren were Pemberton, Frank, Martha,
her smile. She was very strict and not veryMercy, Joseph, Phebe, Emma, Agnes, and
lovable - not a bit like dear Grandma who Clark. Mercy was mother’s bridesmaid, and
cared for her very tenderly. Her bedroomFrank her dear friend. Emma was the one
was off the dining room. All day long, she who wrote poetry. She wrote for maga-
sat in her rocker by the door, never walkingzines. All Mercy’s children have been in
around the house. On the doctor’'s advicepur Pasadena home. Her granddaughter,
she smoked a corn cob pipe. When | saMildred McAfee, was president of
Grandma filling the pipe for her, | asked Wellesley College until she married.
(when | was alone with her), “Grandma, Joseph’s wife, Eva, and son, Harold, visited
why do you allow your Mother to smoke?” us in Pasadena. Also, Phebe’s daughter,
She replied, “My dear, my mother is very Blanche - a most attractive girl. Clark was a
old and there is so little in life for her to part of my childhood, and he and son,
enjoy, so if smoking is any comfort to her, | Richard, came to see us in Long Beach,
shall do nothing to prevent it.” Young as | California. Agnes used to send me lovely
was, | felt that | had been unkind, and con-books to read.
sidered Grandma a pattern to live by. Aunt Agnes married James Playter of
Gordon probably remembers the shock hisThornhill. He was a great grumbler, and it
mother received when Aunt Elma, visiting was always said that he killed his wife by
in Hamilton, told them that their great- grumbling. If any child began to grumble,
grandmother smoked a pipe. Helen had nosomeone would say, “Now, Uncle James”.
known it and she said, “Aunt Elma, | He married again and | know there was one
wouldn’t have had John and the boys knowdaughter and two sons. Henry, a great wag,
that for anything”. No doubt, they teasedvisited Whitchurch. His wife was so nice,
her about it after that. Great Grandmotherbut so homely that she was good looking.
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was highly esteemed. So, you see, thélizabeth, Charles, Joseph, Sarah Ann.
Society of Friends which is their proper Aunt Sarah Hughes Webb. Her daughter,
name, still lives and is doing much good Rachel, married Arnoldi Haight and gave us

work. SiX very nice cousins: Eliza, Franklin,
When Mother was a young girl, Gulielma, Milton, Charles Henry, James
Grandfather Henry wanted to take her withClayton. | think you have met Charles

him to New York Yearling Meeting, but he Haight. Joseph, Dr Webb of Waterloo. His
said that she must wear the plain bonnetdaughter, Claribel, a great friend of your
Mother couldn’t bring herself to do that, mother's. Was she a bridesmaid? | forget.
much as she wished to go. | have nevekElizabeth married John Bogart; they had
been able to understand why the Widdifieldfour children: Sarah, Mary, Rachel, Martin.
girls were not forced to wear the plain garb.I still correspond with her daughter, Mary
They all said thee and thine, the plain lan-Roadhouse, a very sweet woman.
guage, as it was called, at home and to alP) Martha Hughes married Gabriel Lount,
older Friends, but said you and yours amondhad one son, Hiram. Martha died, and
themselves and outside. Gabriel married again and had four daugh-
A Quaker wedding is very unique. The ters: Annie, Emma, Delia, Minnie, and one
engaged couple stand up, either in theson, Will. The last three girls were our
meeting house or in the home, join handdrequent visitors.
and say, “l, John, take thee, Hannah, to b&) George Hughes married Edith Watson -
my lawful wedded wife, to have and to they had four children: Joseph, John,
hold, etc.” - quite like any ordinary mar- Martha, and Matilda. | correspond with
riage service. Then the bride says the saméJncle George Hughes' granddaughters,
The friends present then all sign the mar-Louise and Millie Hollingshead.
riage certificate, and they are man and wife4) Rachel [Hughes] married John Watson -
None of the Widdifield girls were married they had one daughter, Martha.
with that service; they married outside the5) William [Hughes] married twice, second
Society of Friends and had ministers ofwife Emmeline; they had four children:
other denominations. Every child of Ann, Sarah, Walter, Milton. Uncle William
Quaker parentage was a birthright memberHughes and Aunt Emmeline were at our
and if he or she wished to unite with awedding. Their daughter, Sarah, was Sade
person who belonged to another churchFleury who lived in Aurora, and was mother
must be released from the Society. of Will Fleury who died recently at 82
Now, we must look at the Hughes family years.
which gave us our dear Grandmother. As5) Ellen [Hughes] - no record.
you know, Grandfather Joseph Anthony7) Clarkson [Hughes] married Martha
Hughes was descended from Daniel BooneArmitage; their children were Adelia,
Grandfather Hughes was born in 1781, diedCaroline, Almeda. Two of Uncle
in 1859, five years before | was born; so, IClarkson’s daughters lived near us. Carrie
never saw him but | have his picture. Helived in San Diego, California; she and her
married Elizabeth Clark who died aged 92husband and four children visited us in
years, and they had ten children. The child\Whitchurch.
ren were: 8) John [Hughes] married three times - one
1) Sarah Hughes married Clayton Webb;daughter, Maude, is all | know. | met her at
their children were Rachel, Silas, Caroline,Grandpa’s. Long after, she and her son
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ollections of the family include Old John, When the Monthly Meetings were in our
too, necessarily. little meeting house in Whitchurch,
In the Widdifield home, the family was Grandpa’s house would be full. That is
usually welcoming the coming of guests orwhere 1 first saw Jacob and Rachel Doyle.
speeding the departing guests. There was &he women looked so sweet in gray dresses,
constant parade of uncles, aunts, andvhite surplices, and starched net caps. No
cousins, or nephews, and neices. | used tpermanents - only a permanent peace. It
say | had 500 cousins, but | now think thatseemed a blessing to have them in the
was a conservative estimate. In thehouse. My memory of the Quakers is very
summer, our Jewish friends in Torontosweet. It was such a simple faith, but
visited us on the farm and shared their oldfounded upon a rock. Salvation through the
world culture with us; in the winter, we blood of Christ emphasized strongly. No
visited them and heard good music andordinances. No paid preachers. No music.
attended good plays. Then, there were th&lo collections. They had men who gave
Lounts from Barrie - three very delightful their lives to preaching, and money would
girls; the Wales from Markham; the be slipped to them by various members; so,
Chapmans from some place; the Websterthey never needed anything. | never heard
from Pickering.  And numerous Hughesof a collection being taken for one of the
relatives - Etha and Maude Hughes, Adaearly preachers.
Brown, Retta Stickney (who visited us in  In meetings, they would often sit for an
Pasadena). Add to these, our nearby relahour without a word being spoken. If the
tives - Browns galore, including Will spirit moved any one, he or she would
Brown, who liked some poetry | wrote (for speak. The men used to wear their broad-
which | esteemed him highly), and Playters.brimmed hats in meeting. | can see them
I wonder how the work went on. The now on the high seats with those hats on.
Marrs from Markham, the Willsons from At the end of the hour, there would be a
Ridgeway. With such a family connection rustle on the high seats, and the two head
and so many guests, we had little time formen would turn and shake hands, after
the country people. Though always friendlywhich there would be general handshaking
with these, we were always reaching out forand the meeting was over.
improvement, learning new things and Of course, as time passed and the older
better ways, trying to absorb the best inFriends died, many of the younger ones left
social customs and manners which accountthe Meeting. Then, the Progressive Quakers
for high standing in the community, and we came in, quite like the Methodists; so, only
always had good reading. a few of the old ways remain. In
In a Quaker household, every Wednes-Whitchurch, where we lived, there is still a
day at 10 o’clock, work stopped and theremnant who adhere strictly to the old faith.
family would attend 4th day meeting. Even The Quakers believed in peace, and
the servants were invited to attend but asvould not fight in time of war - conscien-
they were usually of other faiths, | do nottious objectors. The son of one of my
remember them ever going. In my time, theJewish friends in Cleveland became a
young people did not go either - no, I think Quaker, and when the last war started, he
in earlier days every body went. would not join the army, and was impris-
The Quakers held Monthly, Quarterly, oned for 2 or 3 years. | heard that he did
and Yearly Meetings at the different places.great work in prison among the men and
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that in the early days they only had candlesand he hired many of the men and boys.
for lighting. When Mother was a girl, kero- Also, many of the women and girls worked

sene lamps came in. She was determined ton the house. They were very poor, and
have one, but the family were afraid, think- Grandpa helped them out with seed grain,
ing them very dangerous. However, sheetc. When the Fenian Raid passed without
finally got one. Then, everyone was afraiddamage (but with a good deal of quaking),
to light it; so, mother sent them all out of these Irish people came to Grandpa and
the house - without protest, as they fully said, “Charles, don’t think for one moment

expected an explosion. Mother calmlythat we would have allowed any harm to

made the light and called them all in to come to you or your family. You have been

safety. Very soon there were lamps inso good to us - we would have protected
abundance. you with our lives.”

In those days, there was no running water This record would be very incomplete
in the house, no sanitary conditions. Oftenwithout speaking of Old John Thomas, an
water had to be carried some distanceEnglishman who came to the farm when
making housework a burden, but borne unMother was a little girl; he remained, asked
complainingly. As a matter of fact, to split some wood for his dinner, and never
Grandma Widdifield never had a bathroomleft them. He was not hired as they didn’t
until she moved with Uncle Doctor to need him. As the years went on, he became
Toronto. The toilet in Newmarket was shel-quite an institution. Grandpa gave him
tered, being in a room off the back porch,clothes and spending money. When Mother
which was quite a luxury. Baths were takenwas ten years old, Aunt Jennie was born.
in the kitchen in a big round wash tub - notJohn said, “Another dish washer”, and
too much privacy. Such was the life of your Grandpa said, “Her name is Sarah Jane”,
pioneer ancestry. They didn’t push a buttonand it was. Every Christmas Day when the
to get electric light, or turn a handle for gasfamily was assembled in the parlour in the
to gush out, or twist a faucet for water tolate afternoon, heavy steps could be heard
flow. Meditate upon this and be thankful. coming through the sitting room, and in

With a family of nine lively, growing came “Old John” with his hat which he
boys and girls, it was natural that Grandpapassed around and all contributed generous-
should sometimes grow exasperatedly. It was an established custom and gave
Quakers never used profanity to relieveJohn spending money for a long time.
their feelings. | have heard Grandpa, inThere was always that spirit of goodwill and
moments of great stress, say, “Barn thesympathy between master and mistress and
boy”. But when he said, in stentorian tones,servants - a good understanding which this
“Thee booby thee”, the family looked for old world so sadly needs now. John was a
shelter. great eater and could not seem to curb his

Grandpa always kept a black driving appetite; consequently, as he grew old he
horse named Bett. Of course, Quakerdeveloped high blood pressure and had a
never raced horses, but if anyone showedtroke one day in the field. He narrowly
signs of passing him, he gave a little cluckescaped being run over with the mowing
which Bett understood, and the aggressomachine. He was tenderly cared for but
was left far behind. only lived a short time. He was given a nice

Grandpa was very kindly. There was anfuneral and was really mourned after so
Irish settlement a few miles from his home, many years of faithful service. So, my rec-
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ships with his family and others that today I burned the midnight candles to make suits
still correspond with his niece and nephew,for the men, and dresses for the girls. No
and count them among my dearest friendssewing machines in those days - all done by
When Grandma died in Toronto in 1896, hand. Sometimes, a tailoress helped with
Henry Eloch (the Jewish boy, then a pros-the heavy suits. | do not know that any of
perous businessman of Toronto) stood bythe Widdifield girls ever wore the home-
her casket and said with tears in his eyesmade flannel dresses; neither do | under-
“There lies one of the grandest women whostand how they ever escaped it, as it was the
ever lived.” - a beautiful tribute. rule of the day. When Howard was 12 years
Grandma was brave, too. | think old, he rebelled and said that he would not
Grandpa never had a bank account. In theiwear homemade clothes any more. As opin-
bedroom stood an old oak chest with a veryions had advanced somewhat by that time,
heavy lid, but no lock or key. When grain his father was persuaded to buy him a cor-
or stock was sold, the money was placed irduroy suit. Never again did he don the
the chest. Although the family all knew it, homemade.
no one ever dreamed of touching it, only | have mentioned the girls sitting upstairs
Grandpa. Keeping such a large family onin the evenings sometimes - usually spring
the money from butter, eggs, cheese, andnd fall. Heavy steps would be heard
maple syrup, which were the woman'’s allot-ascending the stairs. Grandpa would appear
ment, was not an easy matter. Whenand throw a wad of bills in each girl's lap.
Grandma would suggest that she neede@hat was to provide their winter or summer
more, and Grandpa didn’t respond, sheapparel. No ready-mades in those days. A
would boldly open the chest, and helpseamstress - often of doubtful skill, but the
herself. She always told the older childrenbest obtainable - would be engaged for a
when she did; so, there was nothing secretumber of weeks, and outfits provided.
about it. When Grandpa next went to the Grandma wore hoops; in my earlier days,
chest, he knew it, of course, and would tellin fact, | had some myself, but only for a
Grandma that he knew she had been into thehort time. Of course, we all wore bustles
chest. She would say firmly, “Charles, | in their vogue. When I look at some of the
cannot manage with this large family with girls in slacks today, I'm glad they don't
the little thee gives me. | asked thee toadd bustles to what nature did for them.
remember.” And the matter was dropped Grandma made her own cheese. How
right there - until the next time. Grandpawell | remember those delicious curds!
was just, if not very understanding - the life When the cheese was moulded in big
of a pioneer woman on a farm was no cinch.rounds such as you see in stores, or used to,
Grandma worked early and late. With cheesecloth was put around them, and |
her manifold duties, Grandma was alwayssuppose they were subjected to pressure.
ready to help with a sick neighbour, or sitPresently, big round cheeses filled the
up all night with the sick. shelves in the old house, and were soon
Women raised the sheep, sheared themeady for use. | suppose many were sold to
(not the women), carded the wool, spun itthe stores.
(that was the women), and after dyeing it Grandma made her own tallow candles in
different colours, sent it to the weavers. Itmoulds, too. | have often seen and helped
came home in quiet colours for the men,her. She made dozens at a time. | keep
and in plaids for the women. The womenthinking of one more thing. | mentioned
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Ed” - both such fine women with such task but Grandma always lightened it with a
happy families. A home was built for them nice lunch and when Grandpa said, “tend
in the same big yard as the old farmhousegap”, we tended without argument.
they lived there until after Grandpa’'s death There was a big front room upstairs
when they moved into the old home. Laterwhere boys and girls congregated in the
on, Uncle Ed was appointed postmaster irevening, often with one reading aloud, and
Newmarket, which meant moving and always having a jolly time. Those evenings
living there. The dear old Widdifield farm, were educational too, for we all desired to
with all its memories, went to strangers. improve ourselves, and caught at all avail-
Rose died of tuberculosis in her twenties,able means. We gloried in Dickens, Scott,
and Howard died of the same disease in hiThackery, George Macdonald, George
23rd year. They were neither one strongElliot, Jane Austen, Tennyson, and other
Howard was a talented boy, loved music,poets. In those days, our reading was worth
painting, and wrote simple poetry of a relig- while - none of those sexy, inane books
ious nature. He intended to study for thebeing written, or even published. | remem-
ministry. He was a great home boy andber so well when the first light literature
adored his family. struck us. It was so different. The
You asked who were the young peopleWiddifields had the first piano in our part of
with whom | had such good times. Well, the country, and people would often stop
I've just described them to you. We movedtheir horses in the road to listen to the
from Pickering to Whitchurch when | was music.
nine years old and lived one mile south of To me, Grandma Widdifield (Angelina
Grandpa’s. | seem to have been in theiHughes) stood and always will stand for the
home a great deal before that - no infrequenhighest type of womanhood. Patient, affec-
visits. By that time, Uncle Doctor was prac- tionate, deeply religious in the best sense of
tising in Newmarket, three miles from our the word, helpful to the last degree, she was
farm. Your Grandfather and Grandmothera monument of strength. “None knew her
Playter were first on a farm near Aurora,but to love her; none loved her but to
and then keeping house for Uncle Doctor.praise.” Her desire was to help everybody.
In the old home were Mercie, Jennie, Will, In those days, hired men and boys were
Ed, Rose, and Howard. Mercie soonalways necessary on a farm. Two Irish boys
married. Uncle Will attended High School, in the neighbourhood were often employed -
and then Toronto University. Uncle Ed in Bill and Bob Gallagher - utterly untrained.
school - Rose three and a half years oldefhe hired help usually ate with the family.
than | - and Howard only one year older.Bill Gallagher had never had any opportuni-
Howard and | were great pals, even nearety to better himself though he desired to. In
than brother and sister. They were all scher quiet way, Grandma set out to help him,
good to me. | must have been “Johnnie oralways calling him William and watching
the spot” for | seemed to be in on every-his table manners, speech, etc. He was
thing. Howard, Rose, and | used to “tendwilling and glad to learn. The last | heard
gap”. This happened when the men wouldof him, he was editor of a newspaper in
be hauling grain from the field to the barn.some Canadian town, and a gentleman. To
There would be cows in the lane where theme, that one thing alone was so worthwhile.
bars were let down, and some one had toNearly 100 years ago, her kindness to a
watch there. We were not too fond of thelittle Jewish boy led to such pleasant friend-
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She was engaged to Henry Lyons for some&ised to write love stories. They were
time. Then a cousin brought Georgeprinted in the Newmarket Era newspaper.
Knowles to visit them, and after that it wasAt one time, | had one of those novels
nip and tuck - for he became a suitor,pasted into a big scrap book, but the vicis-
though he met with slight encouragement asitudes of changeful time have left me
first. When she found that Lyons sworewithout them now. Knowing him as we did
dreadfully, even when putting up his horse later, it seemed incongruous.
she broke the engagement and married Now | return to Jennie, or Jean as she
Knowles. Lyons was very angry andwas later known, - she came after Mercy.
threatened breach of promise suit - | sawlennie seemed to have no desire to marry,
several of his letters. Whether Grandpa, irthough I never knew a girl to have so many
some way, settled with him, they neverproposals. Howard used to hide behind the
knew, but the matter was dropped and nevefiorsehair sofa, and listen and report to me.
renewed. Although Lyons lived a few miles Even in Toronto, Mr Will Selby wanted to
from us in Whitchurch, he and Mother marry her, a man younger than herself, but
never met again - moral - don’t swear. she recommended a friend of hers, a rich
Your grandmother, Elma Playter, hadwidow, and he married her. | have seen
two great admirers - Walter Playter, andthem together, Selby and Aunt Jean, after he
Wilfred Pegg, but Playter won. I'm sorry | was married, and know he loved her and
couldn’t have known her as a girl - she wasever got over it. When Uncle Doctor
a gay blonde, much beloved by her familyvisited Palestine, his friend Dr Hamilton of
and friends. She retained her friendly waysBrantford accompanied him, and spent a
and quick wit until the age of 91. few days in his Toronto home. Dr Hamilton
As you know, Mercy, afterwards Mercie, also wrote a very charming proposal to
attended Loretto Abbey in Toronto with her Aunt Jean (which | was privileged to see),
first cousin, Emma Playter, whose poetry inbut like all the rest, he was refused - single
“The Old Homestead” you have read, and itblessedness being her choice.
did much for them both. She was most William Clark became a most successful
dignified and lady-like. She married lawyer in Newmarket, and was married
Johnathan Collins, a widower with threemost happily to Emma Cane, daughter of
sons, and all adored her. the mayor of Newmarket, and a lovely
| see in going down the line | missed thewoman. When Uncle Doctor moved to
first son, Joseph Henry. He was a veryToronto, Uncle Will bought the cottage he
studious and quite shy as a young man. Hhad lived in, and his daughter, Kathleen,
studied medicine, taking degrees in Englandwns it and lives there. It was just across
and Scotland and having an array of letterfrom Uncle Will's lovely home which
to his name. He practised in Newmarket forkathleen sold, not long ago. [SW corner of
some years, entered Parliament and afteProspect and Water Streets]
being undefeated for eleven years, took a James Edward remained on the old farm
government position and lived in Toronto from force of circumstances as it was
the rest of his life. His mother and olderalways considered necessary for one boy to
sisters called him Joseph, but he never like@etain the family home. He married Emma
the name. His neices and nephews alway@/atson, a very fine woman. The brothers
knew him as “Uncle Doctor”. | forgot to having both married Emmas, we always
mention that, as a young man, Uncle Doctodesignated them “Emma Will” and Emma
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invited to share the meal but declined Phebe Guli-elma married Walter Playter.
because he had just eaten. Later the app&lercy Ann Widdifield was born the 0 of
tizing odors were too much for him and he 12" month 1849;
said, “Henry, | believe | will change my Mercy Ann married Johnathan J. Collins.
mind and eat with you”. But Henry said, Sarah Jane Widdifield was born the af
“No, Elisha, thee can't tell a lie in my 3"d month 1852, unmarried;
house”. Now, this was no lack of hospitali- William Clark Widdifield was born the th
ty, but the Quaker’s strict adherence toof 1St month 1855;
truth. William Clark married Emma Cane.
About that same time, Joseph AnthonyJames Edward Widdifield was born thedl 3
Hughes, the descendant of Daniel Boonepf 5t month 1857,
moved to Canada from Pennsylvania, and James Edward married Emma Watson.
lived for a time where Aurora now stands, Rosalia Evelyn Widdifield was born the
afterwards moving to Lloydtown in King 12th of 11th month 1860, unmarried;
Township. Joseph Anthony Hughes andCharles Howard Widdifield was born the
Elizabeth (Clark) Hughes had seven child-12th of 5th month 1863, unmarried.
ren when they came to Canada, and two 'I_'he Quakers never called the months by
more were born after, one being our reveredh€ir names, but always 1st, 2nd, etc. You
grandmother, Angelina Hughes. Young know the offspring from all these marriages.
Charles met her and fell in love. Being the ! d0 not know how to group them into a
only son and living on the farm with his family tree (or hang them on or?e).' 'If | tried
father and mother, he knew that his wifeto make a family tree of the Widdifield and
must care for them in their old age; there-Hughes families, | would need a ten-acre
fore, he was most anxious get one what"act.
would surely be kind to them. On the way Elizabeth Agnes, my mother, and the
to propose to Angelina, he got out of theeldest_of the family, was very gay. After
buggy and knelt under a tree and prayed thaattending the Iocall school, she was §ent to
she might be the right one, and she certainlyVest Lake Seminary, then the highest
was. Quaker School for girls, where she excelled

The date of the marriage of Charles Ellisi" composition, mischief, and dramatics
Widdifield to Angelina Hughes is not (Quaker dramatics). When at home, she
recorded but it must have been in 1840 of’@d a certain stint of spinning each day;
1841 as my mother was born in 1842. Herdhen, when finished, she and her first
are the family records just as they werec0USIn, Frank Playter, would enjoy a wild
written in that day. There were nine child- horseback ride, she riding side saddle, of

ren born to Charles and Angelina (Hughes)COUrse, wearing a long dark green riding

Widdifield: habit. Grandma helped the young people
Elizabeth Agnes Widdifield, eldest daugh- €Ven when Grandpa didn't approve, as she
ter, was born thetB of ¢ month 1842: felt he was rather strict; so, mother would
Elizabeth Agnes married George BarclayPrétend to retire, and when Grandpa was
Knowles. sz_afely in bed (he rgtlred early), she would
Joseph Henry Widdifield was born thetl2 climb out of the window and go off to a
of 6N month 1845, unmarried: party, Grandma helping her. Although
Phebe Guli-elma Widdifield was born the Mother was not handsome in her youth, she
15t of ¢N month 1847: had many admirers - she was so full of life.
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subjected to the rigors of pioneer life. pocket. A sweet memory. | remember
However, when he was 26 years old hewhen he died, over 90 years old. We lived
returned to Pennsylvania, and the course oin Pickering, Ontario, and started in the
true love running more smoothly, they weremiddle of the night. A 30 mile drive on dirt

married. Their trip to Canada had to be onroads was no hour’s drive as it is now. | can
horseback. This was in 1805. 1 still havesee myself bundled up to the ears, sitting on
some of her sterling silver spoons, | supposea table, waiting. | do not remember the
brought with her at that time. | have neverfuneral, as Howard and | were kept away.
known just what sort of cabin grandfather But when the procession left the yard, we
Henry had provided. Their property waswent into the empty rooms and suddenly
called it Maple Grove Farm. Four children realized that some great loss had befallen

wore born to them: us. We lifted up our voices and wept,
Mercy E. Widdifield who married Ira howled would be the better word. | can still
Brown hear us lonely little tots with something
Mary Ann Widdifield who married George precious gone out of our lives. Dear great-
Playter grandfather used to talk to mother of the
Agnes Widdifield who married James coming of the Lord. He said, “It won't be
Playter in my time, child, but may be in thine”. |

Charles Ellis Widdifield who married am so glad that he really knew his Bible, as
Angelina Hughes. Charles and Angelinaso many Christians have since the begin-
being our grand parents. ning. He died in 1869, so | was only five
| have just learned recently that Great-when he left us. I'm so glad | can remem-
Grandmother Phebe’s brother came tdber him so clearly.
Canada, too, and was the father of John There were no roads where he settled and
Randall, making Charles W. and John R.when they needed flour or cornmeal, he was
first cousins. The Randalls were a grandobliged to ride horseback to Muddy York,
family and our good friends always. the nearest grist-mill, carrying the grain in

| never saw great-grandmother Phebesacks on either side of the saddle and bring-
[Randall] (1770-1855) who was beloved by ing the flour home the same way. It was 30
all, but | remember great-grandfather Henrymiles away. One day when he was in
Jr (1779-1869) very well, one of the dearestMuddy York (where Toronto the beautiful
men who ever lived, revered by all for his now stands), he was offered 100 acres of
integrity. | can still see him, a little man, land for his horse, saddle and bridle. That
bent with the weight of years, but shining was about where Yonge and King Streets
with kindness and good ness. Howard andaire now. Of course, he refused. The first
[, little tots of three or four, would play train in Ontario to be hauled by a steam
outdoors and come in with cold hands andocomotive left Toronto for Aurora on May
feet. The dear old man would seat us by thd6th 1853 - a wonderful sight for the
big wood stove, always burning brightly in natives.
the large dining room, and heat his bandana, Great-Grandfather Henry was a Quaker
then rub our hands until we were warm.preacher, they tell me, as well as a farmer, a
Then he would sit on a hard chair and placeonsecrated Christian and one whose word
us on each side in rockers with cushions anavas as good as his bond. It is said that one
he would gently rock us, handing out pep-morning a neighbour came in while the
permint lozenges which were always in hisfamily were at breakfast. He was at once
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An Account of the Widdifield Family

by Emma Knowles MacMillan, ca 1946,
with notes provided by Charles H. Haight, 1946, and by Dr Rachel Haight, 1972.

Emma Knowles MacMillan was the daugh- Byrne, a widow with one son. A worthless
ter of George B. Knowles and Elizabethfellow. She was heiress to a large fortune in
Agnes (Widdifield). Her mother was the Dublin and had all the papers to prove it.
daughter of Charles E. Widdifield (1812- when the time came to claim the fortune,
1883) and Angelina Hughes (1821-1896).the family wanted her stepson Henry Jr to
In 1899, Emma F. Knowles married Dr go, as he was reliable; but the mother said

Ellsworth MacMillan. no, her son should go. Before it could be
settled amicably, in a frenzy of anger, she

To Mrs Dorothy McCormick Taylor. threw all the papers into the fire and all
October 1946 proof was gone. | have always supposed

she haded hair. If she had gone herself, at

My dear Dorothy: that time, no doubt she could have estab-

This to just a little intimate recording of |ished proof, but she didn’t, and the fortune
the dear Widdifield family for your benefit. was lost. Every succeeding generation was
|, being the eldest granddaughter, lived withdetermined to still send some one to try, but
them so much and knew the older ones ang@iever did. So you see, we were spared the
many of the Uncles, Aunts, and cousins,trouble of wealth, and have been perhaps
whom you were not privileged to meet. | happier for it. | might add here that the

am trying to show them to you as | sawname Byrne was the inspiration for Aunt
them and loved them all. So take it for whatjean’s naming the Toronto home

it is worth and | hope you will enjoy your “Glenbyrne”.

ancestors as much as | did. Henry Jr was born in New Jersey in
Emma Knowles MacMillan 1779. In 1800 he was living in
Pennsylvania, but | do not know where. In

The Widdifield Family 1801, he visited Canada and was so

impressed that he returned and took up land
| cannot find the origin of the name in the County of York, settling on lot 32,
Widdifield - many think English - | cannot Concession 3, Township of Whitchurch. |
go back farther than Henry Widdifield Sr suppose it was a grant from King George
who was born in New Jersey, afterwards3’d. As | understand it, the country was
moving to Pennsylvania. His wife's namepretty much of a wilderness then, and he
was Martha. They were my great-great-must have had to chop down trees to build a
grandparents. Your great-great-great. They:abin.
had two children, Henry Jr and Mary. If |n Pennsylvania, he lived near Comely
more, | have no record of them. and Mary Randall, with daughter Phebe.
The first Henry was married twice, so They were all of the Quaker faith, and when
Martha must have departed this life earlier.young Henry was grown he fell in love with
The second wife was an Irish lady namedphebe, but her parents did not wish her
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TheBlack Creek Meeting House:
A Description from 1876.

Christopher Densmore

The Black Creek Friends Meeting from Pelham dated ™ Month 5, 1806,
House in the Village of Ridgeway, Town of includes a reference to a meeting house
Fort Erie was one of the earliest Quakerbuilt at Black Creek. This is the best evi-
meeting houses in Upper Canada. Blackdence found to date about the original con-
Creek and Pelham Preparative Meetingsstruction of the Black Creek building. The
were created as part of Pelham Monthlyminutes of Pelham Monthly Meeting for
Meeting, then a distant outpost of 1805-1806 do not mention the new meeting
Philadelphia Yearly Meeting, in 1799, house, although at the meeting held 7
although the Friends were meeting infor-Month 3, 1805, Asa Schooley was appoint-
mally in the Niagara Region since at leasted “to take in charge the declaration of trust
the early 1790s. Pelham Meeting in Shortfor Black Creek Meeting House lot.” It
Hills began, and may have finished, con-should be noted that meeting minutes of this
struction of its first meeting house in 1798, period are largely concerned with member-
while Friends at Black Creek continued toship issues and the application of the disci-
meeting in private homes. The date of conpline, and rarely include mentions of
struction, the exact location and the physicaimeeting houses.
appearance of the Black Creek Meeting A recent local historyMany Voices. A
House has been a minor mystery of earlyCollective History of Fort Erie (1996, p.
Canadian Quaker history. 196) gives three supposed locations for

The Quaker College at Haverford Quaker meeting houses in the vicinity, the
College in Pennsylvania houses many of thesarliest built in 1784 and destroyed by the
early records of Philadelphia Yearly Americans during the War of 1812. The
Meeting, including a series of loose papersgearly date of 1784 is highly improbable, as
dated 1798 to 1809, on the meetings aho meeting house at Black Creek is men-
Pelham, Black Creek and later Yonge Streetioned by Quaker delegations who visited
that were originally part of Philadelphia Friends at Black Creek in 1793, and the
Yearly Meeting before being transferred toreport of the Committee from Philadelphia
New York Yearly Meeting. A report, dated Yearly Meeting in 1798 specifically men-
12t Month 12, 1798, by Philadelphia tions that Black Creek Friends were meeting
Yearly Meeting mentions “a meeting housein private homes. ThEistory of Ridgeway
nearly covered in” (nearly roofed) at Short Memorial Methodist Church, by R. M.
Hills (Pelham). The following year’s report Disher (1972, pp. 5-6), identifies a three
describe the Pelham structure as a small logcre parcel of land along Dominion Road
meeting house. From 1799 to 1809,from Ridge Road deeded to the Society of
Pelham Monthly Meeting submitted Friends by Asa and Prudence Pound on
answers to the *“queries” directly to March 4, 1805. This parcel included the
Philadelphia Yearly Meeting. The report land now occupied by the Friends Burial
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Ground in Ridgeway. The weight of evi-
dence suggest that the Black Creek Meeting
House was always located near the Quaker
Cemetery on Dominion Road in the Village
of Ridgeway. The alternative locations
listed in Many Voices may have had some
connection with local Friends such as being
locations where meetings were held before
1805 or after the 1870s or were connected
with Quaker related schools, but this is
speculation only.

No sketch or photograph of the Black
Creek meetinghouse is known. William L.
Mackenzie visited in 1826, and described it
simply as a “plain and unadorned place of
worship” near a concession roagkdtches
of Canada and the United States, London,
1833, p. 234-6). Mackenzie also mentioned

far exceeded that number. The two
entrances are on the east side by
doors side by side, the ladies taking
the left hand door and the men on
the right, the sexes being separated
by a strong partition with sliding
panels which divides the house
exactly in the middle. In this parti-
tion are several openings like doors
or windows, one of which about 3x4
feet, is located near the speaker’s
stand (for male and female, on either
side of the partition) to allow the
sound of his or her voice to pass
freely though to the other part of the
congregation.

What the reporter described is a typical

a Quaker school, run by William Wilson, meeting house of the first half of the 9

and a burying-ground. There is a longercentury with two separate sides for men and
written description. In 1876, an article in the women, and facing benches (called a “spea-
Christian Advocate of Buffalo, New York, ker's stand” by the reporter) running along

reported on the visit to Black Creek by the long side of the building, opposite the

Eleanor Bowerman of Prince Edward double entrance doors. What the reporter
County.  The original article, with a did not understand was that the partitions
response to some of the misunderstandingdetween the men’s and women’s side were
of the reporter by Friend Robert Willson of only closed during meetings for business
Ridgeway, was subsequently reprinted inwhen men and women met separately.

The Journal, a Hicksite publication printed
in Lancaster, Pennsylvania (’EZ\/Ionth 17,
1876, pp. 388-9). The following quotations
are taken from the article as reprintedive
Journal. The unnamed reporter, apparently
unfamiliar with the look of a Friends
Meeting House, described the physical

appearance of the Black Creek structure in

detail.

The house, though somewhat dilapi-
dated, no regular meeting having
been kept up for the last few years,
is in a tolerable state of preservation,
and is capable of accommodating
about three hundred people. The
number attending on this occasion

Canadian Quaker History Journal, No. 66, 2001

Friend Willson, in his reply to the original
article, stated:

Any person connected with the
usages of the Society of Friends is
well aware that they allow women
Friends equal rights with men in
transacting the affairs of the church.
Hence meeting houses are built with
an adjustable partition which is
closed in meetings for transacting the
affairs of the church.

In fact, the separation of men and
women in meeting and the partitions to
close off the meeting house into separate
rooms for the men’s and women’s meeting
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for business was a dying practice among
Friends in the 1870s. In some meetings
men and women were already conducting
joint “meetings for business.” Had the
reporter from theChristian Advocate visited
the Hicksite Friends Meeting House in
Buffalo, New York, a meeting that like
Black Creek was then part of Genesee
Yearly Meeting, he would have seen a
modern (built 1868) meeting house in the
plain Quaker style built without partitions
to separate the men’'s and women’s meet
ings.

The 1876 gathering in the Black Creek
meeting house was one of the last by
Quakers in that structure. Black Creek
Preparative Meeting had been “laid down”
in 1869, and by the early 1870s, Friends ha
given up their regular meeting on First-
days, though the meeting house was use
occasionally by visiting Friends and perhapg
on other occasions. Pelham Monthly
Meeting on 9 Month §t 1875, authorized
Black Creek trustees Jonathan R. Page an
Joseph Priestman to sell all of the property
but the what was required for the burial
grounds. In 1878, the remainder of the
property was sold, and today only the
Friends Cemetery in the Village of
Ridgeway marks the site.

The CFHA has published an edit
and annotated edition of Canadi
Quaker pioneer Timothy Roger
journal. The journal has been an impo
ant record of Quaker life in the late 18
and early 19th century in New Yor
Vermont, the Maritimes and Upp
Canada (Ontario), useful to both hist
ians and genealogists.

“The Best Man for Settling Ne
Country...”. The Journal of Timoth
Rogers is 169 pages long, and co
$15.00 plus $2.00 for mailing. It is th
second of the Canadian Frien
Historical Association’s Monograp
Series, following the very successf
collection of essaydraith, Friends an
Fragmentation: Essays on Ninetee
Century Quakerism in Canada, whi
appeared in 1995.

They can be ordered directly from:

Canadian Friends Historical

Association

60 Lowther Ave.,
Toronto, Ont.,
Canada M5R 1C7
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Book Review
T.D. Seymour Bassett,
The God'’s of the Hills: Piety and Society in Nineteenth-Century Vermont
(Montpelier: Vermont Historical Society, 2000), 324 pp.

Reviewed by Robynne Rogers Healey

Seymour Bassett'&od’s of the Hillsis  senior historian. In that vein, it is based on
a comprehensive analysis of the religiousan enormous quantity of research which has
history of Vermont. Even though, as the obviously been carefully compiled over the
title indicates, the focus is on the nineteenthcourse of a career. Delving into the source
century, Bassett reaches well back into thematerials of the various denominations and
pre-colonial years to include a discussion ofcivic groups that form the backdrop of
the spiritual beliefs of Vermont's first sacred in Vermont's past, Bassett employs a
nations people, the Western Abenaki. Themethodology he calls “historical pointil-
theme that runs through this ambitious worklism.” By weaving together a series of
is Bassett’s conclusion that religion, definedvignettes about the churches, leaders, and
as awareness of the sacred, was an importmovements that have dotted the landscape
ant component in the life of each and everyof Vermont’'s past, Bassett's aim was “to
Vermonter, even those categorized asproduce a series of samplers that tell what
“secular” because of their lack of attach- Vermont was like in that bygone age” (p.
ment to any denominational church. vii). The author is forthright in stating his
Bassett convincingly illustrates the vastinclinations; in fact the first sentence of the
religious heritage of Vermont. from the book states that the “bias of this book is that
pantheistic spirituality of the Abenaki to the the touch of the holy upon life is the most
highly-defined liturgy of the Catholics, important fact in history and the most diffi-
Vermonters were affiliated with religious cult to identify” (p. v). Moreover, Bassett is
groups of all stripes. Five major Protestantdetermined to demonstrate the distinctive-
denominations were in place when Vermontness of Vermont's religious past and the
gained admission to the Union in 1791.truth in Ethan Allen’s claim that “the gods
These groups—Congregationalists, Baptistspf the hills are not the gods of the valleys”
Episcopalians, Presbyterians, and Quakerg¢l Kings 20: 23, 28). Yet, even with these
—were quickly joined by others who inherent leanings, Bassett does not sugar-
engaged in an “open race” to gain adherentgoat the history of religion in Vermont. He
and members. In this way, pluralism offers no pat solutions to the very real
became the defining factor of the religious problem presented by the fact that a signifi-
environment of Vermont throughout the cant proportion of Vermont’s population
nineteenth century. were not adherents of any denominations

It is the story of this religious pluralism and, therefore, would not be categorized as
and the ebb and flow of the numerous*“religious” by many other historians.
denominations that makes Bassett's work Bassett has obviously wrestled with the
such a valuable contribution to the religiousissue of religion and church affiliation.
history of Vermont. This is the work of a Those drawn to the history of religion will
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empathize with the dilemma that the linethe National Statuary Hall established by
between the sacred and the secular is ofte@ongress in 1865. By the 1860s, the civil
difficult to discern and, more often than not, religion of Vermont was complete; in the
is rarely fixed. To address this issue,tumultuous years after the Civil War it was
Bassett has introduced a fascinating notioralso necessary. Its doctrine of patriotism
in the idea of what he terms “civil religion.” provided an umbrella of unity under which
In the environment of religious revivalism the accommodation of difference could take
that swept across the northern United Stateplace. There is little wonder that it took on
and British North America in the late the mantle of holiness both for those who
eighteenth and early nineteenth centuryclaimed church affiliation and for those who
unchurched Vermonters came togetherdid not.

under the religious banner of patriotism, and The diverse viewpoints of holiness
created their own brand of religious fervour. created the religious pluralism of Vermont.
By the 1830s the civic religious of Vermont And it is Bassett’s focus on religious plural-
had their own institutionalized religion ism that gives readers a glimpse of
complete with holy days, scriptures, ritualsVermont's past through a unique lens. The
and beliefs. All that was missing was apolitics, economy, and social history of
patron saint. This appeared in the form ofVermont, as viewed through the lens of spir-
Ethan Allen, the famed member of theituality gain subtle shadings and help us to
Green Mountain Boys. Allen’s rise to understand that the intentions of the histori-
hero/saint status in Vermont was slow andcal actors were modified and influenced by
is representative of the quandary he presentheir particular worldview. The evolving
ed even to the civic religious. His 1784 religious landscape of Vermont includes the
book, Reason: The Only Oracle of Man, story of competition between the denomi-
placed Allen firmly in the camp of the deists nations, the establishment of infrastructure,
and took him out of the running for hero and the introduction of a plethora of groups
status in the years immediately following and associations in the post-Civil War
his death when revivalism was at an all-timeyears. All of this creates a picture of a vivid
high.  Nevertheless, after 1830, whenand kaleidoscopic patchwork quilt with
memories had faded slightly and religiouseach group vying for the loyalty of follow-
pluralism had left its mark on Vermont, ers amidst the waxing and waning interpre-
Allen was looked upon far more favourably. tations of the true meaning of the divine.
The rehabilitation of Allen’s memory was Certainly, Vermonters shifted from one
helped a long by some creative public rela-group to another to serve their own spiritual
tions work performed by members of his needs. For instance, in the years preceding
family. More than forty years after Allen’s the Civil War, the Wesleyan Methodists,
death, his widow arranged for a gravewell-known for their abolitionist stance,
marker with the following inscription: “His were the recipients of a number of Quakers
spirit tried the mercies of his God, in whom who were unhappy with the refusal of their
alone he believed and strongly trusted.”own denomination to assume a more politi-
This went a long way in denying his statuscally active stance against slavery.
as an “infidel” (p. 55). When the Civil War Interestingly, Quaker historians will be
ended and the fires of evangelical fervourfamiliar with similar cases, such as that of
were but embers, Ethan Allen became thd.aura Smith Haviland in New York State,
first choice of Vermonters to be honoured inwho left the Quakers directly as a result of
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her abolitionist tendencies. However, onceone, the number of snapshots can become
emancipation had been achieved, Havilandlistracting. There were many times that |
returned to the Quakers. Clearly, denominawas hoping for a more developed discussion
tional loyalties served a certain utilitarian of the larger themes within the context of
purpose. Vermonters, like those elsewherendividual denominations and associations
chose a religious affiliation which most rather than the introduction of yet another
closely aligned with their particular world- group. Moreover, the notion “thall
view. Vermonters havalwaysbeen religious,” is
For those interested in Quaker history,nothing short of intriguing. Bassett contends
God'’s of the Hillsoffers an interesting per- that Vermonters “all have had ‘spirituality™
spective. Here, the story of Quakers doegp. 261). The question is whether the sacred,
not take centre stage. Rather, it provides #&he holy, and the spiritual are necessarily the
number of the threads that, woven togetherDivine. And where is faith in all of this
made up the fabric of religious life in nine- religion? What is so interesting about this
teenth-century Vermont. In this work question from the perspective of the reader
Quakers are not just Quakers. They, alongs that it so closely mirrors that posed by
with the other folks who inhabited this state, nineteenth-century Vermonters themselves.
becamevermontersvho, in Bassett’s view, Every reader will have his or her own inter-
all integrated some aspect of the holy intopretation of religion and will agree or dis-
their identity. And, as he makes clear,agree with Bassett depending on the view-
changing notions of piety were a formative point from which the book is read. The
part of that identity. = Therefore, although responses to this work will be as pluralistic
there are not extensive details aboutas the religious perspectives of nineteenth-
Quakers, this book provides a context of thecentury Vermont. This is a comprehensive
extended religious environment in which book that tackles a difficult topic in a new
Friends lived out their faith. Moreover, and refreshing manner. Whether one agrees
because some Upper Canadian Friendsr disagrees with Bassett's assumptions,
hailed from Vermont and maintained con-readers will come away from this work
nections with family and f/Friend§od’s of  convinced, indeed, that the gods of the hills
the Hills contributes to our awareness of theare not the gods of the valleys.
influences these Friends may have carried
with them when they arrived in British
North America.
The strengths of this comprehensive
survey of religion in Vermont are
sometimes its weakness. Bassett himself
acknowledges the difficulty of producing a
well-rounded history from the arid sources
of organized churches. Amid the wash of
institutional sources, glimpses of the private
and personal lives of Vermont's faithful are
limited. This is no more so in Vermont than
elsewhere, but it allows only for glimpses of
each group in question. When this is
coupled with a survey of the scope of this
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